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SWADHINATA PADAK

10 individuals, 
1 institution to 
be awarded
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has picked 10 individuals 
and one institution for this year’s Swadhinata 
Padak (Independence Award), for their 
outstanding contributions to the country.

Six recipients -- Ilias Ahmed Chowdhury, 
Col Khandoker Nazmul Huda (posthumous), 
Abdul Jalil, Siraj Uddin Ahmed, Md Sohiuddin 
Biswas (posthumous), Sirajul Haque 
(posthumous) -- have been named for their 
contributions to the Liberation War, said a 
notification of the Cabinet Division yesterday.

Prof Dr Konok Kanti Borua and Prof Dr 
Md Kamrul Islam will be awarded for their 
contributions in the medicine sector; Md 
Amir Hamza for literature; and Mainul 
Hossain for architecture, it added. 

Bangladesh Wheat and Maize Research 
Institute will receive the award in the research 
and training category.

An aerial view of the water treatment plant, which will raise the total production to 500 litres per day from the existing 391 litres.
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Hadisur, gone 
too soon

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

“I helped him to become a marine 
engineer with my life savings. My wife 
and I are both sick. With him gone, who 
will take care of our two little boys?” 

This is what Abdur Razzak, father of 
Hadisur Rahman -- the naval engineer 
who was killed in a missile strike on 
Bangladeshi ship “Banglar Samriddhi” 
in Ukraine on March 2 -- had to say, 
after Hadisur was laid to rest next to 
his grandparents’ graves in Barguna 
yesterday morning.

He was buried at the family graveyard 
of his village home in Betagi upazila’s 
Hosnabad around 11:00am. 

About 5,000 people attended his 
namaz-e-janaza.

Hadisur was the second of four 
children and the only earner in the 
family. Among the two younger 

brothers, Md Tareq is a fourth-year 
student of Patuakhali Government 
College and Golam Mawla Prince 
a first-year student of Kabi Nazrul 
Government College, Dhaka. 

Dhirendra Debnath Shambhu, 
lawmaker of Barguna-1 constituency, 
visited Hadisur’s house yesterday 
morning. 

He provided financial assistance to 
the bereaved family and assured that 
the brothers will get jobs.

Beat policing 
making villages 
safer: IGP
First-ever graphic novel on 
beat policing launched
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government’s goal to transform villages 
into cities can only be achieved by 

ensuring security, and police 
have ensured that through 

beat policing, IGP Benazir 
Ahmed said yesterday.

Police are now 
scattered across villages, 
and so, crimes in the 
country have come down 
to a great extent, Benazir 

said while addressing 
the inaugural ceremony 

of the first-ever graphic 
novel “Durjoyer Diary” and 

an animated film series at 
Bangladesh Police Auditorium in 

Rajarbagh. The IGP said such mediums can reach 
people very quickly. “A perfect example of this is 
the cartoon character ‘Meena’.”

Good news 
for port city 
residents
Another CWasa 
water plant goes 
into operation

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

A water treatment plant of 
Chattogram Water Supply 
& Sewerage Authority 
(CWasa) officially goes  into 
operation today, raising 
the total production to 
500 million  litres per day.

The prime minister 
will inaugurate the plant 
virtually, said Maksud 
Alam, chief engineer of 
CWasa.

Sheikh Hasina Water 
Treatment Plant-2 
(SHWTP-2), under the 
Karnaphuli Water Supply 
Project Phase-2, can supply 
140 million litres of water 
every day. 

CWasa currently 
supplies 391 million litres 
of water a day against the 
demand for 500 million 
litres, said officials.

According to the 
documents of CWasa, the 
organisation currently 
supplies water to 80,000 
households, while the rest 
get their water from deep 
tube wells.

“Once the project is 
launched, there will be 
no more water crisis in 
the port city, at least until 
2030,” said AKM Fazlullah, 
managing director of 
CWasa.

The Karnaphuli Water 
Supply Project-2 began in 
June 2016.

Of the total project cost 
of Tk 4,489.15 crore, Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency is providing Tk 
2,800.92 crore, while the 
government is providing 
Tk 1,665.16 crore and 
CWasa Tk 23.7 crore.

The project has been 
implemented through 
three packages. Intake and 
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18yrs in guise of 
journo to avoid 
17yrs in prison
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

Name changed. Papers faked. And a deception 
of 18 years. That is how it was for 

Mohammad Iqbal Hossain (52). 
A fugitive sentenced to 

17 years in prison, Iqbal 
changed his name and 
address in his NID card 
and birth certificate, after 
being accused in an arms 
and robbery case in 2004 
under Dhaka’s Sutrapur 

Police Station. 
To avoid the sentence, he 

has been in hiding for 18 years, 
disguising himself as an online 

journalist. All this came to the fore 
when Munshiganj police arrested him yesterday. 
Iqbal is the son of late Abul Hossain, former UP 
chair of Dulihata village in Tongibari, said police. 
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