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It is worth mentioning that 
to connect Rangpur with 
Dhaka, RHD has almost 
completed expanding 
the  70-km highway from  
Gazipur’s Joydebpur to 
Tangail’s Alenga to have 
four lanes under SASEC-1,  
while work for  expanding 
the 190-km highway from 
Alenga to Rangpur is  
ongoing under  SASEC-2. 
SASEC Dhaka-South 
Corridor Improvement  
Project would be  taken 
to expand the 152-km 
two-lane highway from  
Rajbari’s Douladia to 
Barishal  via Faridpur into a 
four-lane road with service  
lanes. 

A feasibility  study was 
done, but it will require 
modifications. The 
tentative date  to start the 
project is 2023.

SASEC  Dhaka-
Chattogram Highway  
Improvement Project 
would be taken to further  
develop the 231-km four-
lane  highway. 

RHD has already started 
the process for a  feasibility 
study  for expansion under 
another project. The 
project is  supposed to start  
in 2024.

Under SASEC 
Chattogram Port Access 
Road  Improvement  
Project, the 11.5-km two-
lane toll-road would be 
expanded to have four or 
six lanes with service lanes. 
A study is ongoing for the  
project,  which is supposed 
to start within this year, 
officials said.

18yrs in guise
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He was arrested by 
Mymensingh police during 
an armed robbery in 2004. 
He was later released on 
bail after serving 17 months 
in jail. He then went into 
hiding, said SI Mohammad 
Al Mamun of Tongibari 
Police Station. His real 
name is Md Maruf Hossain 
Iqbal. He has been living 
with his family at Sutrapur. 

“Iqbal has been sent to 
Munshiganj court, and 
from there, he will be sent 
to Mymensingh court,” 
said Mamun.

An awful day for city
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Kakrail, and Motijheel 
areas and witnessed heavy 
traffic congestion.

“There were gridlocks 
in areas where there are 
more schools and colleges,” 
Prabir said.

Cars, motorbikes and 
rickshaws were barely 
moving in Bailey Road, 
Siddheshwari areas, which 
have several educational 
institutions.

Even authorities found 
the whole situation 
especially inconvenient. 

“I perform my duties a 
little more comfortably on 
Tuesdays,” said an on-duty 
police officer near Minto 
Road.  “Today, I’m having 
trouble keeping up with 
the traffic,” the official 
further said.

Contacted, DMP 
Additional Commissioner 
(Traffic) Munibur Rahman 
told The Daily Star, “There 
were too many parked 
cars in the morning, 
as everything -- offices, 
schools and colleges -- have 
reopened.”

Good news for port
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treatment plant, reservoir, 
and elevated tank have 
been constructed under 
package-1; transmission 
and convection pipeline 

under package-2; and new 
pipelines have been laid 
to replace old ones under 
package-3.

The DPP got approved 
on August 13, 2013. 

It seems 
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department chief Prof Dr 
Mustafizur Rahman.

Asked about the delay in 
the probe on February 22, 
Mustafizur said, “We had 
to reshuffle the committee 
as one of the members was 
linked to the care hospital.”

Contacted again on 
March 12, he said they were 
preparing the report.

Prof Dr Khalilur 
Rahman, director of 
SSMCH, however, refused 
to entertain that notion.

“We had reshuffled the 
committee immediately 
after the issue was 
identified at the beginning. 
They were supposed to 
complete the investigation 
within the deadline.”

Abdullah Al Sayem, 
father of Azan, said the 
DGHS committee was 
reluctant to complete the 
investigation. “It seems 
they are denying us justice.” 

Dr Farid Hossain Mian, 
director (hospitals and 
clinics) at DGHS, said it 
was mandatory to inform 
us [DGHS] in writing or 
verbally if the investigation 
committee needed a time 
extension. “I haven’t got 
any petition asking for an 
extension,” he added.

Meanwhile, BMDC has 
also made little progress 
in its investigation in this 
regard. On September 9 last 
year, Dr BK Das submitted 
a written explanation in his 
defence to the BMDC.

On October 25, the 
child’s parents submitted 
their statement in response 
to Dr Das’ explanation. The 
disciplinary committee, 
however, could not hear 
the case as it could not 
meet “due to the spread 
of Omicron variant 
transmission since 
December”.

“The new disciplinary 
committee will sit on April 
2. The committee will 
decide its next steps in this 
regard,” Md Anwar Hossain, 
acting administrative 
officer at the BMDC, told 
this correspondent.
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CHAITRA 2, 1428 BS4
Jhuntu Pada 
passes away
STAR REPORT

Jhuntu Pada 
Mohajan, 
a former 
official of 
Bangladesh 
Railway, 
passed away 
on Monday. 

He was 75.
He breathed his last 

at Chattogram Medical 
College Hospital. Jhuntu 
had been suffering from 
various ailments including 
breathing and kidney 
complications.

He was born in 
November 1947 in Raozan, 
Chattogram. 

His funeral was held at 
his village home in Binajuri 
on Monday night.

Jhantu, father of Sujoy 
Mahajan, business editor 
of the daily Prothom 
Alo; and Subir Mahajan, 
a teacher of drama in 
Chittagong University, is 
survived by his wife, four 
sons and relatives, friends 
and admirers.
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