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US spreading 
‘DISINFORMATION’
Says Beijing as reports claim Russia requested military 

assistance from China over Ukraine war
AGENCIES

Beijing yesterday accused 
Washington of spreading 
“disinformation” over China’s 
role in the Ukraine war, ahead 
of talks between the two 
countries’ envoys in Rome.

Without directly addressing 
US media reports of a Russian 
request for help from Beijing, 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Zhao Lijian said: “The US has 
been spreading disinformation 
targeting China on the 
Ukraine issue, with malicious 
intentions.”

Russia has asked China for 
military and economic aid for 
its war in Ukraine, US media 
reported Sunday, hours after 
the White House warned 
Beijing would face severe 
“consequences” if it helps 
Moscow evade sanctions.

Moscow also asked Beijing 
for economic assistance 
against the crippling sanctions 
imposed against it by most of 
the Western world, the New 

York Times said, again citing 
anonymous officials.

The officials declined to 
explain exactly what Russia had 
requested, or whether China 
had responded, according to 
the reports.

A spokesperson for 
the Chinese embassy in 
Washington told multiple 
outlets “I’ve never heard of that” 
when asked about the alleged 
requests.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said yesterday Russia 
has not asked China for military 
assistance and has sufficient 
military clout to fulfill all of its 
aims in Ukraine in time and in 
full, reports Reuters.

Beijing has declined to 
directly condemn Moscow for 
launching its invasion, and 
has repeatedly blamed Nato’s 
“eastward expansion” for 
worsening tensions between 
Russia and Ukraine, echoing 
the Kremlin’s prime security 
grievance.

Zhao said that China had 
“played a constructive role in 
urging peace and calling for 
negotiations.”

His comments came ahead 
of a meeting between a high-
level US delegation and a top 
Chinese official in Rome.

National Security Advisor 
Jake Sullivan and Yang Jiechi, 
the Chinese Communist Party’s 
chief diplomat, “will discuss 
ongoing efforts to manage 
the competition between our 
two countries and discuss 
the impact of Russia’s war 
against Ukraine on regional 
and global security,” National 
Security Council spokesperson 
Emily Horne said Sunday in a 
statement.

Sullivan made a round of 
Sunday talk shows to say the 
White House was “watching 
closely” to see whether China 
provides material or economic 
support to Russia to help it 
evade the punishing impact of 
sanctions.

A girl holds her infant sibling in a temporary shelter for Ukraine’s refugees in a school in Przemysl, near the Ukrainian-Polish borders yesterday. Almost 2.8 million people 
have fled the war in Ukraine, more than 100,000 of them in the past 24 hours, the UN said. PHOTO: AFP

“If you do not 
close our sky, 

it is only a 
matter of time 
before Russian 
missiles fall on 
your territory, 

on Nato 
territory, on 
the homes of 
Nato citizens. 

Last year, I 
clearly warned 

Nato leaders 
that if there 

were no harsh 
preventive 
sanctions 

against the 
Russian 

Federation, it 
would go to 

war.”

Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky

Europe’s arms 
imports jump
Says SIPRI

REUTERS, Stockholm

Arms shipments to Europe 
jumped amid deteriorating 
relations with Russia in 
the five years through 
2021, even as the global 
arms trade slowed, the 
Stockholm International 
Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRI) think-tank said 
yesterday.

Compared with the 
previous five-year period, 
international transfers of 
major arms shrank 5% 
globally, SIPRI said in a 
statement. But imports to 
states in Europe increased 
19% - the biggest growth in 
any world region.

“The severe 
deterioration in relations 
between most European 
states and Russia was 
an important driver of 
growth in European arms 
imports, especially for 
states that cannot meet 
all their requirements 
through their national 
arms industries,” SIPRI 
researcher Pieter Wezeman 
said.

Britain, Norway and the 
Netherlands were Europe’s 
biggest importers, it said. 

Iran warns against 
‘threats’ from Iraqi 
soil after strike
AFP, Tehran

Iran warned yesterday that it won’t tolerate 
“threats” coming from Iraq, a day after firing 
ballistic missiles at what it said was an Israeli 
site in the neighbouring country. “It is not 
at all acceptable that one of our neighbours 
that has deep relations with us ... becomes a 
centre for creating threats against the Islamic 
republic,” said foreign ministry spokesman Saeed 
Khatibzadeh. “Iran will not tolerate that a centre 
near its borders becomes the centre for sabotage, 
conspiracy and sending terrorist groups to Iran,” 
he said at his weekly press conference in Tehran. 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards, the ideological 
arm of the armed forces, said Sunday they had 
targeted a “strategic centre” belonging to Israel in 
the northern Iraqi city of Arbil, using “powerful 
precision missiles”. 

NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION

Parliament to vote 
on Pak PM after 
March 27

DAWN ONLINE

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) Senator Faisal Javed 
Khan said yesterday that 
the voting on the no-
confidence motion against 
Prime Minister Imran will 
take place after March 27. In 

a tweet, he said the “biggest 
rally” in Pakistan’s history 

would be held at Islamabad’s 
D-Chowk, located in front of 

Parliament House, on March 27 
during which PM Imran would give a “historic 
speech”. “Voting on the no-confidence resolution 
will take place after March 27. The opposition will 
face complete defeat. Confidence in PM Imran 
Khan will [increase].” After holding consultations 
and marathon sessions for weeks, the opposition 
had submitted the no-confidence motion on 
March 8. 

Taiwan reservists 
carry out training 
exercises
AFP, New Taipei City

Hundreds of Taiwanese military reservists carried 
out training exercises yesterday after the island’s 
president called for “unity” as the Ukraine war 

rattles nerves over the 
threat of invasion from 
China. Taiwan last year 
stepped up its training 
regime for reservists 
as tensions rise with 
Beijing, which sees 
the self-ruled island as 
part of its territory to 
be seized one day, by 

force if necessary. About 400 personnel took 
part in target practice yesterday in a programme 
designed to boost their combat readiness. 
Their training kicked off earlier this month and 
simulates defending a beach near the capital 
Taipei. 


