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Islam Liton (24) and two 
minors -- on charges of 
breaking into private 
residences and stealing 
valuables. Police arrested 
them after they stole 16 
laptops, two DSLR cameras, 
cash worth Tk 3.50 lakh 
and electronic gadgets 
worth Tk 12.40 lakh from 
an IT firm’s office.

During interrogation, 
the arrestees admitted 
that they burgled to fund 
their TikTok videos as they 
need better clothes and 
electronic products for 
the purpose, said Mashiur 
Rahman, DB deputy 
commissioner.
DECEPTION

On November 15 last year, 
Rab arrested a youth -- 
Abur Rakib Khokon alias 
“TikTok Raj” (26), on the 
charge of deceiving over 
100 women on TikTok 
-- posing as a member of 
different forces, including 
Rab.

Rab also claimed to 
have recovered fake Rab 
uniforms and ID cards 
from him. He used fake 
identities on TikTok 
and befriended women, 
formed relationships, and 
subsequently blackmailed 
them with photos, said 
investigators.

Rakib has married four 
women, all of whom have 
been conned by him into 
marriage, said Rab officials. 
HUMAN TRAFFICKING, 

SEX WORK

In May last year, after 
a video of torturing a 
Bangladeshi girl in India 
went viral on social media, 
another dark side of TikTok 
was revealed, in which the 
app was used for trafficking 
and illegal sex work.

Police have so far 
arrested 20 people for 
their involvement with 
the trafficking syndicates. 
Indian law enforcers have 
arrested a dozen people, 
including 11 Bangladeshis. 

During interrogation, 
the arrestees admitted that 
they used to trap young 
girls by inviting them to 
different pool parties, from 
where they used to traffic 
them to neighbouring 
India and force them to 
work as sex workers.

This correspondent 
also managed to talk to a 
victim who returned home 
after being confined by a 
TikTok gang in India, who 
confirmed the information. 
AWARENESS, 

MONITORING

Mashiur Rahman, DB’s 
deputy commissioner, said, 
“Parents should check their 
children’s activities, where 
they are going and what 
they are doing.”

“Shutting down the 
apps cannot be a solution. 
We need authority and 
a specific regulation to 
monitor and operate such 
apps,” said Tasmiah Nuhiya 
Ahmed, an advocate at the 
Supreme Court. 

Meanwhile, DB officials 
of the cyber and special 
crime division requested 
victims to file complaints 
against such crimes. 

Nusrat Jahan Mukta, 
DB’s additional deputy 
commission, said, “Do 
not be scared of filing 
complaints. Victims’ 
identities have never 
been disclosed. But if the 
complaint is not made, 
criminals might get the 
scope to cause further 
harm.”   

BR’s struggle
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BR said if ADB provides 
the fund under a new 
loan agreement, then 
it will procure 30 
MG locomotives, and 
depending on the fund 
and price of locomotives, 
BR will revise the project, 
sources said.

ADB officials, however, 
did not show any interest, 
two participants of the 
meeting said. “They [ADB 
officials] did not show any 
interest in the proposal. 
Actually, they did not show 
interest in any rolling-stock 
project,” a participant told 
The Daily Star.

Expanding beyond
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country, Asif said they 
will run schools in only 
35 backward districts, 
instead of all 64. “We are 
shifting our focus from free 
education to affordable and 
quality education. We have 
started piloting the plan in 
Cumilla.”

Not only the education 
programmes, but Brac also 
conducted programmes 
related to health, 
microfinance, social 
businesses and many other 
arenas. He also said their 
immediate focus will be 
working on the ultra poor, 
urban issues and mental 
health, among other issues. 

Brac plans to expand 
the programmes of Brac 
International, said Irene 
Khan, chair of Brac 
International Supervisory 
Board.

Tamara Hasan Abed, 
managing director of Brac 
Enterprises, said it’s true 
that the foreign funds for 
NGOs in Bangladesh are 
reducing. “On one hand, 

our social enterprises 
create direct employment 
opportunities for the 
poor communities, while 
on the other hand, we 
channel the surplus 
from these businesses to 
our social development 
programmes.” She briefed 
that around 25,000 
farmers sell their dairy 
products through Brac. 
Around 11 lakh buy seeds 
from them, while around 
6,000 people are involved 
with silk production.

“We could have collected 
their products for Aarong 
and reduced transport 
costs as well as prices. 
But we focused on the 
betterment of the rural 
people, especially women 
entrepreneurs,” she said.

Dr Hossain Zillur 
Rahman, chairperson, Brac 
Bangladesh Governing 
Body; Shameran Abed, 
executive director of 
Brac International; and 
Moutushi Kabir, director 
of Brac communications, 
were also present. 

Lime-fortified rice
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non-lactating, and non-
menstruating during the 
study -- for 12 months, in 
2017 and 2020.

Dr Tahmeed Ahmed, 
executive director of 

icddr,b, said calcium 
deficiency causes three 
serious complications, 
including preeclampsia 
and eclampsia, which are 
responsible for 24 percent 
of all maternal deaths in 
the country.

WHO recommends 
around 1,000 mg calcium 
intake daily, while the per 
capita calcium intake in 
the country is only 200 mg.

“This is mainly because 
of poverty. It is urgent 
to find a sustainable and 
affordable food-based 
approach to this,” he said.

Dr Zafrullah 
Chowdhury, founder of 
Gonoshasthaya Kendra, 
said medical students 
should be taught the 
benefits of this traditional 
diet.

Dr Binayak Sen, director 
general of BIDS, chaired 
the event. 

War criminals’
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after the cabinet meeting. 
According to the act, 

the government can give 
such a house -- built on 
three decimal land -- to a 
freedom fighter. 

Such a house, on over 
three decimal land, will 
be used for government 
purpose. The amendment 

has been brought as the 
value of the land has 
shot up, said the cabinet 
secretary. Asked if it 
will create a confusion 
between war criminals 
and convicts of crimes 
against humanity, he said 
the issue had skipped their 
attention. 

“We’ll look into it,” 

he said. Saying that few 
small changes were made, 
Anwarul Islam said the 
final authority was given to 
the head of the government 
instead of the government 
in case of disposal of 
anything regarding high-
valued buildings like that 
in Gulshan, Banani and 
Dhanmondi.  

Restore rivers
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sinking of oil and coal 
vessels in the  Pashur.

Among others, Md 
Noor Alam Sheikh, 
Bapa Bagerhat district 
convener, and Pashur 
River Waterkeeper, and 
river activists Abdur 
Rashid Hawlader, Sheikh 
Russell, Hasib Sardar and 
Chandrika Mondal spoke 
on the occasion.

Fishers, bawalis (load 
workers) and locals whose 
livelihoods depend on 
the rivers and canals also 
held various programmes, 
including human chains, 
marking the day.

Demolish 130
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Justice Fatema Najib 
passed the order while 
hearing a petition filed by 
Human Rights and Peace 
for Bangladesh, seeking 
necessary directives.

According to reports, 
25 illegal brick kilns are 
operating in Rangamati, 35 
in Khagrachhari and 70 in 
Bandarban. 
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