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a project, with ADB loan, to 
carry out a feasibility study 
for it. The project cost will 
be approximately $3,000 
million.

Meanwhile, besides 
the priority projects, 
some more projects 
were proposed for ADB’s 
consideration, including 
construction of a rail 
track from Panchagarh-
B a n g l a b a n d h a , 
construction of a carriage 
and wagon maintenance 
workshop at Rajbari, and 
construction of another 
workshop at Gazipur’s 
Dariapara.

Six killed, four hurt
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In Nilphamari, a couple 
were killed and another was 
injured as a truck hit their 
motorcycle on Nilphamari-
Saidpur highway at 
Kazirhat Bazar yesterday 
morning. The deceased 
-- Swapan Roy (28) and his 
wife Sumi Rani Roy (25) 
-- were workers of a China-

based toy factory Sonic 
(Bangladesh) Ltd.

The accident occurred 
around 250 metres from 
their workplace, said police.

The injured -- Swapan’s 
brother Ratan Roy, who 
was driving the bike -- was 
taken to Nilphamari 250-
bed General Hospital.

In Lalmonirhat, Ariful 

Islam (30) died on the spot 
as a truck hit his motorbike 
on Lalmonirhat-Burimari 
highway in Barakhata Majar 
area under Hatibandha 
upazila yesterday.

Meanwhile, another 
motorcyclist Shamim 
Hossain (32) was killed 
after a truck hit him in 
Medical Mor area under 

Hatibandha yesterday.
In Kurigram, Rafiqul 

Islam Pappu (27) was killed 
and two were injured 
as their motorbike hit a 
roadside tree in Dangir 
Bridge area of Nageshwari 
upazila yesterday.  The 
injured are Asif Ali (21) and 
Sujoy Chandra Barman 
(25). 

Luring clients with
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‘Shariah-based’ banks, said 
Rab officials.

Later, they used their 
contacts to set up their 
own business. Initially, 
each of the 20 founders 
invested Tk 7 lakh into the 
venture. Within a year, they 
had gained around 5,000-
6,000 customers.

They subsequently 

formed three more 
companies -- Shah Sultan 
Textile, Swadesh Textile and 
Shah Sultan Properties -- 
and opened branch offices 
across Narsingdi. The 
company later appointed 
20 more directors.

Rab said that even 
though it was registered 
as a “cooperative”, the 
company was carrying 

out all kinds of banking 
transactions.

They had more than 
300 field workers, who 
were paid one-time and 
yearly commissions instead 
of regular salaries. The 
investors would get 12-16 
percent profits.

Some customers 
invested between Tk 5 
lakh to Tk 1 crore in the 

company, according to 
Moin. 

“The company’s 
managing director 
Omar Faruk and deputy 
managing director Masud 
Rana bought five to six 
acres of land with the 
customers’ money. They 
are currently on the run,” 
added the Rab official.   
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“The excavation did not 
bring any result, as the 
work was not conducted 
properly. Rather, it has 
obstructed the natural flow 
of the river. As a result, 

the river channel has been 
filled up again,” said Nazrul 
Islam, a resident of the area.

However, Jamal Hossain, 
an official of SR & JH JV, 
denied the allegations 
and said all  works were 

completed as per directives.
Contacted, WDB 

executive engineer 
(Thakurgaon) Rabiul Islam 
said he will look into the 
matter and take necessary 
measures.  

A stronger than ever
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including Covid-19 
recovery, peace and 
prosperity, climate 
change and sustainable 
development. Switzerland 

has invested over CHF 1.2 
billion (USD 1.3 billion) in 
development assistance, 
with significant additional 
contributions channelled 
through international 

financial institutions. 
Bilateral trade has 

increased rapidly and today, 
traded goods amount to 
over CHF 1 billion (USD 1.1 
billion) per year. 
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authorities did not pay 
heed to their demands.

Sujan said they were 
appointed on a temporary 
basis under projects, and 
there is a government 
decision that prevents 
bringing project workers 
to the revenue budget 
directly.

Given this, they have to 
go through a recruitment 
process to make their 
jobs permanent, Sujan 
mentioned, adding that the 
temporary gatekeepers will 
be given priority. Besides, 
the ministry has also sent 
a proposal to extend the 
project tenure by three 
years.

“If they continue their 
demonstration with this 
illogical demand, we will 
take action against them,” 
he said. “We did not use 
force till now, but that 
could change.”

Al Mamun Sheikh, 
coordinator of the 
movement, said they will 
return to Kamalapur to 
continue their “fast unto 
death”, as they did not get 
any satisfactory reply from 
the authorities.

“We will declare our next 
course of action tomorrow 
[today],” he told The Daily 
Star yesterday.

5-day squash 
tournament 
from Mar 18
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

A five-day SA Group 
Bangamata International 
Squash Tournament will 
begin on March 18 at 
Chattogram Club Limited 
in the city.

For the first time, the 
tournament is going to 
be held in both male and 
female categories where 
36 men and 16 women 
will participate, said 
organisers.

Bangladesh Squash 
Racket Federation (BSFR) 
organised the tournament 
patronised by Chattogram-
based SA Group, said Brig 
Gen (retd) GM Kamrul 
Islam, general secretary of 
BSRF at a press conference 
on Saturday.

Twenty-four foreign 
players from seven 
countries are taking part 
in the championship, he 
added.
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Shamim 
Akhter’s 
death anniv
CITY DESK

Today is 
the second 
death 
anniversary 
of Shamim 
Akhter 
Rashid, 
editor of Parbotto Barta, a 
local Rangamati daily, said 
a press release.

Former member of 
Rangamati Hill District 
Council and a member of 
Rangamati district Awami 
League, Shamim died at an 
Indian hospital on this day 
in 2020. 

Her husband Abdul 
Rashid, a martyred 
freedom fighter, was 
founder editor and 
publisher of Parbotto 
Barta. He was also a senate 
member of Chattogram 
University.  The family 
requested her well-wishers 
to pray for the salvation of 
the departed soul.


