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approval is increasing, the 
ADB document reads.

It mentioned that delays 
in approving revised DPP 
caused a one-year delay 
in implementing the BRT 
project and SASEC Road 
Connectivity Project-1.

Under the BRT project, 
the government is building 
a dedicated bus corridor 
from Dhaka airport to 
Gazipur, while a 70-km 
road from Gazipur to 
Alenga was expanded 
to four lanes under the 
SASEC-1 project.

The document mentions 
land acquisition and 
resettlement (LAS) is a 
major reason why transport 
projects require time 
extensions, mentioning 
that for the Akhaura-
Laksam Double Track 
project, Chattogram-Cox’s 
Bazar Rail Link project, 
SASEC-1 and SASEC-2, LAS 
took a considerably long 
time.

Frequent changes 
of project directors, 
understaffed project 
implementation unit, 

lack of coordination 
among consultants and 
contractors are delaying 
project implementation.

ADB gave similar 
observations in its previous 
documents prepared for 
(TPRM) meetings of 2015 
and 2016. RHD is currently 
implementing 185 projects, 
of which more than 80 were 
revised in the last fiscal 
year. BR is implementing 
37 projects, of which 26 
have already been revised 
at least once.
SOLUTIONS

The ADB suggested 
strengthening capacity of 
implementing agencies to 
improve quality of project 
designs, cost estimates and 
procurement packaging.

It also called for 
streamlining the 
government approval 
process of consulting, 
recruitment and 
procurement. The line 
ministries and Planning 
Commission have to 
take necessary measures 
to reduce time for DPP, 
revised DPP, TAPP and 
approval.

Govt remains
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said, adding that efforts 
are ongoing to this end 
and that the government 
remains vigilant.

He was addressing a 
discussion marking the 
launch of a whitepaper 
titled “2,000 Days of 
Fundamentalist and 
Communal Violence in 
Bangladesh”, published 
by Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal 
Nirmul Committee at 
Institution of Engineers, 
Bangladesh. The 
whitepaper was prepared 
by a “people’s inquiry 
commission” spearheaded 
by retired Supreme Court 

judge Justice Shamsuddin 
Chowdhury Manik. 

It also makes a number 
of recommendations for 
government actions. The 
home minister said he will 
place the recommendations 
before the PM.

Nirmul Committee 
president Shahriar Kabir 
said they have suggested 
enhancing capacity of law 
enforcement agencies to 
aid the process.

Workers Party president 
Rashed Khan Menon 
hoped that the government 
will pay due importance 
to the findings and take 
effective steps.

12 lives lost
FROM PAGE 5

Shams Uddin (60) 
succumbed to his injuries 
at Mymensingh hospital. 

In Patuakhali, three 
people were killed in a 
collision between a pickup 
and two motorcycles in 
Dumki area on Friday. The 
deceased are Bayazid (14), 
Yusuf (33) and Hira (18). 

In another accident, 
journalist Hasan Parvez (55) 
died, as a bus hit him while 
he was crossing a road at 
Amragachhia on Friday. 
In Dinajpur, an engineer 
of Palli Bidyut Samity was 
killed after a speeding 
truck hit his motorbike 
yesterday. The deceased is 
Dibakar Mohanta.

Gonoforum factions
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government”, and a fight 
broke out. Soon, members 
of both factions started 
throwing chairs at each 
other. 

Mokabbir Khan, 
executive president of 
Gonoforum, alleged people 
of Montu’s faction, who 
were expelled, deliberately 
attacked them. 

About 15 leaders and 
activists of Gonoforum, 
including Mokabbir, were 
injured. Montu, president 
of a faction, denied the 
allegations. 

Subrata Chowdhury, 
general secretary of the 
Montu-led faction, said 
their people were carrying 
out the programme in a 
peaceful manner. All of a 
sudden, some people loyal 
to Mokabbir attacked them.

“We have organised the 
council in a democratic 
manner,” Mokabbir told 
reporters before leaving the 
auditorium.

“This was a pre-
scheduled programme. 
But some miscreants have 
attacked the council and 
injured many, including 
me. ,” he also said.

Denying allegations, 
Subrata said, “Why should 
our people go to their 
council?”

Police brought the 
situation under control 

within a short time, 
eyewitness said.

Gonoforum founder Dr 
Kamal Hossain was not 
present at the council.
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a state, a nation,” said 
Professor Emeritus Serajul 
Islam Choudhury while 
chairing a discussion 
on the university and 
its alumni. Meanwhile, 
the alumni association 
chose 100 posthumous 
alumni in 16 categories 
to honour, which include 
former VCs, politicians, 
educationists, martyrs of 
the Language Movement, 
intellectuals martyred 
during the Liberation War, 
philosophers, cultural 
activists, poets, writers, 
journalists.

The day-long 
programme was 
inaugurated at 10:00am 
with the national anthem, 
hoisting of the flag, and 
cultural presentations.

The oldest alumni to join 
the programme, 92-year-
old Matiul Islam, served as 
the chief guest. Matiul was 

a Pakistan-era government 
employee who was forced 
to retire by then President 
Yahya Khan regime with 
different false corruption 
charges. He later re-joined 
the government as the first 
finance secretary. 

“To join as chief guest 
here is the greatest reward 
I have achieved in my 
journey,” he said.

Conducted by DUAA 
secretary general Ranjan 
Karmaker, the programme 
was presided over by its 
president AK Azad.

Among others, Prime 
Minister’s adviser Towfiq-
e-Elahi Chowdhury, 
Education Minister Dipu 
Moni, former minister 
Matia Chowdhury, 
politician Inam Ahmed 
Chowdhury, educationist 
Hamida Akhtar Begum, 
and cultural personality 
Ramendu Majumder joined 
the programme.
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Shawkat 
Jamil’s death 
anniv today
CITY DESK

Today is 
the death 
anniversary 
of Shawkat 
Jamil Khan, 
who served 
as a senior 
photojournalist of The 
Daily Star. On this day in 
2012, he passed away at 
the age of 56. His family 
requested all to pray for his 
departed soul.


