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Biosecurity experts say 
Russia’s movement of 
troops into Ukraine and 
bombardment of its cities 
have raised the risk of an 
escape of disease-causing 
pathogens, should any of 
those facilities be damaged.

In response to questions 
from Reuters about its 
work with Ukraine ahead 
of and during Russia’s 
invasion, the World 
Health Organization 
said in an email that it 
has collaborated with 
Ukrainian public health 
labs for several years 
to promote security 
practices that help prevent 
“accidental or deliberate 
release of pathogens.”

“As part of this work, 
WHO has strongly 
recommended to the 
Ministry of Health 
in Ukraine and other 
responsible bodies to 
destroy high-threat 
pathogens to prevent any 
potential spills,” the WHO, 
a United Nations agency, 
said.

The World Health 
Organization would not 
say when it had made the 
recommendation nor did 
it provide specifics about 
the kinds of pathogens or 
toxins housed in Ukraine’s 
laboratories. 

The agency also did 
not answer questions 
about whether its 
recommendations were 
followed.

On Wednesday, 
Russian foreign ministry 
spokesperson Maria 
Zakharova said that 
documents unearthed by 
Russian forces in Ukraine 
showed “an emergency 

attempt to erase evidence 
of military biological 
programmes” by destroying 
lab samples.

The World Health 
Organization statement 
made no reference to 
biowarfare. 

Ukraine acted on
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Yet another 
‘guestroom’ 
nightmare
DU student allegedly 
tortured by BCL activists
DU CORRESPONDENT

A second-year student of Dhaka University (DU) 
was allegedly physically and mentally tortured 
by four activists of Bangladesh Chhatra League 
(BCL). 

The incident occurred on early Friday at 
the university’s Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman Hall, said Abu Talib, who was reportedly 
tortured. 

A written complaint has been sent to the hall 
authority. 

The accused students are Emdadul Haq 
Bandhan of Islamic history and culture; 
Shahabuddin Islam Bijoy of information science 
and library; Sheikh Shanta Alam of Institute of 
Social Welfare and Research; and Nahidul Islam 
Fagun of law. All of them are third-year students. 

This correspondent acquired a copy of the 
complaint, which mentioned that Abu, a student 
of criminology, was called by his seniors to the 
hall’s guestroom and was beaten up. This went 
on for an hour inside closed doors. However, the 
accused denied the allegations.

Accused Shanta Alam said, “None of the things 
he complained about happened. We just had a 
conversation with him.” 

“We have heard of the incident and are trying 
to get regular updates. We have not yet received 
the written complaint. When we do, we will form 
a probe committee in this regard,” said Dr Md 
Akram Hossain, the hall’s provost.

Asked, Saddam Hussain, general secretary of 
BCL’s DU chapter, said, “It is utterly shameful 
and unexpected, if the incident has actually 
happened... We urged the hall authority to take 
proper action after probing the allegation.”

United Hospital 
observes World 
Kidney Day
CITY DESK

United Hospital observed World Kidney Day by 
conducting free health check-up at the hospital 
lobby yesterday, said a press release.

Dr Shanthi Bansal, director (medical services) 
of United Hospital, inaugurated the health 
check booth in presence of Prof Dr Md Nurul 
Islam, chief consultant, nephrology. Dr Tanveer 
Bin Latif and Dr Tania Mahbub, consultants of 
nephrology, spoke on the occasion.

Nazrul Utsav
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Society President Dr 
ATM Shamsul Huda, 
along with Khilkhil 
Kazi, granddaughter of 
Kazi Nazrul Islam, were 
present at the festival as 
distinguished guests.    

An audio anthology 
of 125 Nazrul songs, 
performed in strict 
accordance with authentic 
lyrics and compositions 
by seasoned veterans and 
emerging artistes from 
Bangladesh and West 
Bengal, was released at 
the event. In addition, an 
online archive consisting 
of 2,000 to 2,200 songs by 
Nazrul in authentic form 
was launched, which is 
available free of cost.

The two-day festival 
features performances of 
Nazrul Sangeet by noted 
artistes from Bangladesh 
and West Bengal.     

Two killed
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Hospital. They were later 
transferred to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital 
where Jyoti died around 
1:45am, the officer said.

Niloy, a fourth-year 
student of UIST, was 
undergoing treatment at 
DMCH.

In Mohakhali, a 
motorcyclist was killed 
and his pillion passenger 
injured as his bike hit a road 
island near Bangladesh 
College of Physicians and 
Surgeons around 2:00am, 
said Banani Police Station 
SI Saiful Alam. 

Aminul died on the spot, 
he said.

The injured -- Sumon -- 
was admitted to DMCH in a 
critical condition, said the 
officer.

Over 12,000
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“This is not a valid 
excuse. We have eight 
drivers against only two 
operational ambulances for 
15,000 campus residents, 
including over 12,000 
students” said the official.

“This mismanagement 
only goes on to show how 
little the authorities care 
about our lives. A university 
cannot keep being 
operated like this,” said 
Rakibul Rony, president 
of Bangladesh Student 
Union’s JU chapter.

Contacted, JU pro-VC 
(admin) Monjurul Haq said, 
“I just got to know about 
the issue. I will look into it.”  

An effort to 
make full use of 
Dhaka’s spaces
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

To emphasise the importance of fully utilising spaces 
in Dhaka, which is facing a dearth of playgrounds and 
open spaces, social organisation Bhumijo arranged a 
children’s fair in the front yard of its public toilet facility 
at Raowa Club in the capital’s Mohakhali on Thursday.

The children’s fair, titled “Golpo Gane, Rong Tulite 
Amader Desh Amar Shohor”, had various arrangements 
like arts and crafts activities and storytelling. There was 
also an exhibition of children’s paintings as well, says a 
press release.

Following Bangabandhu’s dream for children-friendly 
development and to celebrate National Children’s Day, 
Bhumijo, working to ensure hygienic public sanitation 
for all, organised the fair, said its chief executive officer 
Farhana Rashid Tonu, who inaugurated the event.

At the event, renowned writer Dr Muhammed Zafar 
Iqbal said the fair was beyond expectation. 

“I am truly amazed to see the modern toilet facilities. 
I wish this initiative will spread in different cities and all 
over the country,” he said while giving a speech as chief 
guest.

While one might consider steering boats in the turbulent waters of a river to be an adult’s job, this fearless child 
is breaking those norms by wading through the Kirtankhola river in the early morning, all on his own for fun. This 
photo was taken recently. PHOTO: TITU DAS


