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The government has 
a target to inoculate 
70 percent of the total 
population with Covid-19 
vaccines.

Lost shipwreck found
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ever seen. It is upright, well 
proud of the seabed, intact, 
and in a brilliant state of 
preservation. You can even 
see ‘Endurance’ arced 
across the stern,” he said in 
a statement.

The expedition, 
organised by the Falklands 
Maritime Heritage Trust, 
left Cape Town on February 
5 with a South African 
icebreaker, hoping to find 
the Endurance before 
the end of the Southern 
Hemisphere summer.

As part of Shackleton’s 
Imperial Trans-Antarctic 
Expedition between 1914 

and 1917, Endurance’s 
crew was meant to make 
the first land crossing of 
Antarctica.

But their three-masted 
sailship fell victim to the 
tumultuous Weddell Sea.

Just east of the Larsen 
ice shelves on the Antarctic 
peninsula, the timber 
vessel became ensnared in 
pack ice in January 1915.

It was progressively 
crushed and then sank 10 
months later.

Shackleton’s expedition 
became legendary thanks 
to the miraculous escape 
he and his 27 companions 
made on foot and in boats. 

The crew first camped 
on the sea ice, drifting 
northwards until the ice 
cracked open, and then 
took to lifeboats.

They sailed first to 
Elephant Island, a bleak 
and treeless place where 
most of the men were 
dropped off and set up a 
camp.

Using just a sextant for 
navigation, Shackleton 
then took five others in 
the strongest and most 
seaworthy boat on a 
1,300-kilometre (800-mile) 
voyage to South Georgia, a 
British colony where there 
was a whaling station.

War caste uncertainty
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the new satellite project. 
Besides, it is not only 
under my or my division’s 
authority; it is a decision of 
the state.

“The project for the 
satellite is not a part of 
diplomacy; we are just 
taking a service from a 
company. So, national 
interest will be given the 
highest priority under 
the current situation,” he 
added.

Economist Ahsan H 
Mansur said this project 
should be completely 
suspended.

“Making payments will 
be the challenge. If there is 
an embargo on the Russian 
company, then the local 
entities who deal with it 
would face sanctions,” he 
added.

Even before the current 
crisis, Russia was unable 
to launch some satellites 
last year due to a lack of 
microchips that are on a list 
of restricted imports due 
to Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea in 2014, Bloomberg 
reported in June last year 
citing state-owned news 
service Tass.

And now, any chip 
developed with American 
technology is prohibited 
from being sold to Russia 
under US President Joe 
Biden’s new embargo 
announced after the 
invasion.

The ruling Awami 
League, in its election 
manifesto in 2018, pledged 
to launch Bangabandhu 
Satellite-2 by 2023.
IS A 2ND SATELLITE 

NEEDED?

The BSCL launched 
B a n g a b a n d h u 
Satellite-1, Bangladesh’s 

first geostationary 
communication satellite, 
under a Tk 2,765 crore 
project.

Of the amount, HSBC 
Bank supplied a big chunk 
while the rest came from 
the government.

According to BSCL 
Chairman Mahmood, some 
capacity of the first satellite 
still remains unutilised.

Asked what would be 
the application of the 
second satellite, he said 
the main function of the 
second satellite will be to 
observe different regions 
of Bangladesh from above, 
including monitoring 
floods, crops, and vast 
offshore areas.

Experts have said that a 
second satellite is a bad idea 
when the first one is not 
profitable.

“Despite the BSCL being 
a state-run company, it 
has not been publishing 
its annual report. We don’t 
know its profit, loss, and 
how it maintains its debt 
service,” said Abu Saeed 
Khan, a senior policy fellow 
at LIRNEasia.

The second satellite is an 
unnecessary big investment 
since image service from 
the observatory satellite can 
be availed from commercial 
satellite service providers 
such as Maxar and Planet, 
he added.

Sources said the cost for 
the second satellite project 
is around $430 million, 
much higher than the 
recommendation of the 
consultant appointed by 
the government.

Mahmood said the price 
is just an estimation, it will 
be finalised when they will 
be able to determine the 
specification of the satellite.  

Refugee influx sparks rare 
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Now some of those 
countries most opposed to 
accepting refugees from the 
Middle East seven years ago 
are neighbouring Ukraine 
and on the front line of the 
current crisis.

Poland has so far 
welcomed 1.2 million 
refugees across its border 
with open arms and 
170,000 people have 
crossed into Hungary.

The raw shock of seeing 
Russia invade the EU’s pro-

Western neighbour and 
the scale of the influx -- the 
fastest growing in Europe 
since World War II -- has 
galvanised the bloc to act 
with record speed.

But there are also 
“security issues that go 
beyond just Ukraine 
and concern the entire 
European continent,” said 
Marie De Somer, a migration 
specialist at the European 
Policy Centre think tank.

“Any sort of disunity or 
panic on the part of the 

EU, will be exploited by 
President (Vladimir) Putin,” 
said Catherine Woollard, 
director of the European 
Council on Refugees and 
Exiles.

Woollard’s NGO 
campaigned unsuccessfully 
for the activation of the EU’s 
protection mechanism for 
refugees in 2015.

She says part of the 
difference is down to 
the speed and size of the 
current crisis, which has 
outstripped arrivals in 2015 

when one million people 
came in the course of a year.

But she also says it is 
undeniable that the fact 
most refugees from Ukraine 
are white and Christian has 
helped shape the response 
this time round.

Both the EU’s executive 
and France, which holds the 
bloc’s rotating presidency, 
hope the current crisis 
will push forward stalled 
migration reforms.

The push to set in stone 
a system for distributing 

asylum seekers among the 
EU’s 27 nations has failed 
to make progress since 
being introduced in 2020 
in the face of wrangling and 
opposition.

“We have to be ready 
for the next crises,” urged 
French Interior Minister 
Gerald Darmanin.

But that is far from 
certain as the EU scrambles 
to get to grips with the vast 
flows coming from Ukraine 
that Brussels warns could 
reach five million. 

Ousting Ukraine govt not aim
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“Direct strike of Russian 
troops at the maternity 
hospital. People, children 
are under the wreckage,” 
Zelenskiy said on Twitter.

“Atrocity! How much 
longer will the world be 
an accomplice ignoring 
terror? Close the sky right 
now! Stop the killings! You 
have power but you seem to 
be losing humanity.”

Russia’s war has sent 
around 2.2 million refugees 
across Ukraine’s borders 
in what the UN has called 
Europe’s fastest-growing 
refugee crisis since World 
War II, and sparked fears of 
wider conflict.

Fears are mounting 
that Russia will encircle 
Kyiv, where an orchestra 
performed in the city’s 
famous Maidan Square in 

a morale-boosting concert 
that included the EU 
anthem “Ode to Joy”.

Moscow had vowed to 
respect a 12-hour truce 
starting at 9:00 am to allow 
civilians to flee six areas 
that have been heavily 
hit by fighting, Ukrainian 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Iryna Vereshchuk said.

For the first time the 
corridors included Irpin, 

Bucha and Gostomel, a 
cluster of towns on the 
northwestern outskirts of 
Kyiv that have been largely 
occupied by Russian 
forces.

Another evacuation 
route is from Sumy, where 
some 5,000 civilians were 
able to escape on Tuesday 
as some 60 buses left the 
stricken town east of Kyiv 
near the Russian border.

Vereshchuk said 
Ukraine has had a “negative 
experience” of ceasefires 
not being respected, 
adding that residents had 
asked Russia to “keep its 
promises”.

But Russian forces 
had made rapid advances 
towards Kyiv, approaching 
Brovary, the large eastern 
suburbs of the capital, AFP 
journalists saw.

Man dies
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hospital, he added. 
As per Nazrul’s family 

members, he had been 
suffering from diabetic and 
heart-related complications, 
the Rab official said. 

Milton Biswas, 
assistant commissioner 
of Chattogram District 
Administration, prepared 
the inquest report of Nazrul 
at CMCH. 

Contacted, he said, “I 
examined the body in the 
presence of Nazrul’s son 
and nephew. I did not notice 
any abnormality or bruise 
on the body.” 

Visiting CMCH, this 
correspondent found 
several Rab vehicles on the 
hospital premises yesterday 
noon. 

An unnatural death case 
was lodged with Panchlaish 
Police Station in this regard. 

Sources in Rangamati 
said Nazrul has remained 
out of politics most of the 
time ever since he lost the 
run for president post at 
Rangamati district unit 
BNP in 2003.

Pandemic not over
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variants, more lockdowns 
and more sorrow and 
sacrifice in every country.”

The statement 
concluded by calling on the 
whole world to “re-dedicate 
ourselves to ending this 

pandemic... and closing this 
sad chapter in humanity’s 
history, once and for all.”

Coronavirus has killed at 
least 6,011,769 people since 
the outbreak emerged in 
China in December 2019, 
according to an AFP tally 

based on official sources 
yesterday.

The United States has 
recorded the most Covid 
deaths with 961,935, 
followed by Brazil on 
652,829 and India with 
515,355.
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