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Israel’s president 
lands in Turkey
Aims to ‘restart’ ties
AFP, Ankara

Israel’s president landed in Ankara yesterday to 
meet Turkish leader Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the 
first visit by an Israeli head of state since 2007, 
as the countries seek to mend fractured ties.

President Isaac Herzog’s visit to the Turkish 
capital and Istanbul was planned weeks before 
Russia invaded Ukraine, but the conflict could 
feature at the talks, with both Israel and Turkey 
playing mediation roles in recent days.

But bilateral issues are likely to dominate 
following more than a decade of diplomatic 
rupture between the Jewish state and majority 
Muslim Turkey, a vocal supporter of the 
Palestinian cause. “We will not agree on 
everything, and the relationship between Israel 
and Turkey has certainly known ups and downs 
and not-so-simple moments in recent years,” 
Herzog said before departing.

‘WITCHCRAFT’ EXECUTIONS

Scotland offers 
formal apology
AFP, Edinburgh

Scotland’s government marked International 
Women’s Day on Tuesday by issuing a formal 
apology to thousands of women who were 
executed centuries ago in a mania against 
witchcraft. Between 16th-18th century, some 
4,000 people were accused of witchcraft, 
according to the group Witches of Scotland, 
which has been campaigning for the apology. 
In total, more than 2,500 people were executed, 
four-fifths of them women. 

BATTLE STRATEGY WITH CHINA

Taiwan studies Ukraine war
REUTERS, Taipei

Taiwan’s military strategists have 
been studying Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine, and the country’s 
resistance, for the island’s own 
battle strategy in the event its 
giant neighbour China ever 
makes good on its threat to take 
them by force.
While Taiwan’s government 
has not reported any unusual 
activity by the military in China, 
which views the island as its own 
territory, Taipei has raised its 
alert level.

Russia’s use of precision 
missiles, as well as Ukraine’s 
tactically well thought through 
resistance despite being 
outmanned and outgunned, 

are being carefully watched in 
security circles in Taiwan, whose 
own forces are likewise dwarfed 
by China’s.

Taiwan President Tsai Ing-
wen has championed the idea of 
“asymmetric warfare”, to make its 
forces more mobile and hard to 
attack, with for example vehicle-
mounted missiles.

Ma Cheng-Kun, director 
of the Graduate Institute of 
China Military Affairs Studies 
at Taiwan’s National Defence 
University, said Ukraine had used 
the same concept with mobile 
weapons to stymie Russian 
forces.

“Ukraine’s military has been 
making full use of asymmetric 
warfare, very effectively, and 

so far successfully holding off 
Russia’s advance,” added Ma, a 
government advisor on China 
policy.

“That’s exactly what our 
armed forces have been 
proactively developing,” he said, 
pointing to weapons like the 
lightweight and indigenously-
developed Kestrel shoulder-
launched anti-armour rocket 
designed for close-in warfare.

Taiwan has been developing 
other missiles which can reach 
far into China.

Last week, the defence 
ministry said it plans to more 
than double its yearly missile 
production capacity to close 
to 500 this year, including the 
upgraded version of the Hsiung 

Feng IIE missile, the longer-range 
Hsiung Sheng land-attack missile 
which military experts say is 
capable of hitting targets further 
inland in China.
Taiwan’s Defence Ministry says 
it has a “close grasp” of the 
international security situation 
and that it is working hard to 
“improve its defence combat 
capability all the time”. 
Strategists say Taiwan can also 
easily detect signs of Chinese 
military movements and make 
preparations ahead of an invasion 
in which China would need to 
mobilise hundreds of thousands 
of soldiers and equipment like 
ships, which could be easily 
targeted by Taiwanese missiles.

South Korean election officials sort voting papers for ballot counting in the presidential election at a gymnasium in Seoul yesterday. The 
election appears to have produced a dead heat between the two main candidates vying to lead the country for the next five years, according 
to exit polls. Conservative Yoon Suk-yeol, with 48.4 percent, is slightly ahead of liberal Lee Jae-myung, with 47.8 percent, an exit poll jointly 
conducted by three television networks showed. PHOTO: AFP

Prince Andrew sex 
assault case closed
AFP, New York

A sexual assault 
lawsuit brought in 
New York against 
Prince Andrew 
by his longtime 
accuser Virginia 
Giuffre has been 
formally dismissed 
after the disgraced 
British royal paid a financial 
settlement, court documents showed Tuesday. 
In February, the parties settled out of court 
for an undisclosed sum, sparing second son of 
Queen Elizabeth II public humiliation of a trial. 
Both parties filed a “stipulation of dismissal” of 
the case in federal court in New York, which was 
signed by Judge Lewis Kaplan on Tuesday. 

Do not sabotage Iran 
deal with new demands

West warns Russia as talks reach final stages; 
Tehran’s top negotiator returns to Vienna

REUTERS, Vienna

Western powers on Tuesday warned 
Russia against wrecking an almost 
completed deal on bringing the United 
States and Iran back into compliance 
with the 2015 nuclear accord, as Iran’s top 
negotiator returned from consultations in 
Tehran.

Eleven months of talks to restore the 
deal which lifted sanctions on Iran in 
return for curbs on its nuclear 
programme have reached 
their final stages.

But they have been 
complicated by a 
last-minute demand 
from Russia for 
guarantees from the 
United States that 
Western sanctions 
targeting Moscow over 
its invasion of Ukraine 
would not affect its 
business with Iran.

US Under Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs Victoria 
Nuland said Russia was seeking to reap 
extra benefits from its participation in the 
effort to restore the nuclear agreement, 
but it will not succeed.

“Russia is trying to up the ante and 
broaden its demands with regard to the 
(nuclear deal) and we are not playing 
‘Lets make a deal’,” Nuland, the No. 3 US 
diplomat, told a Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee hearing.

Iran’s top negotiator Ali Bagheri 
Kani came to Vienna yesterday after 

unexpectedly returning to Tehran on 
Monday for consultations, an Iranian and 
a European official said.

The talks’ coordinator, Enrique Mora 
of the European Union, said on Monday 
the time had come for political decisions 
to be taken to end the negotiations.

“The window of opportunity is closing. 
We call on all sides to make the decisions 
necessary to close this deal now, and on 

Russia not to add extraneous conditions 
to its conclusion,” Britain, France 

and Germany said in a joint 
statement to the UN nuclear 

watchdog’s 35-nation 
Board of Governors.

Iran has sought to 
remove all sanctions and 
it wants guarantees from 
the United States that 
it will not abandon the 

agreement once more, 
after then-US President 

Donald Trump walked out of 
the deal in 2018 and reimposed 

sanctions.
Diplomats have said until now that 

several differences still needed to be 
overcome in the talks, including the 
extent to which sanctions on Iran, notably 
its elite revolutionary guards, would 
be rolled back and what guarantees 
Washington would give if it were to again 
renege on the deal.

Meanwhile, an Israeli attack in Syria 
this week killed two officers from Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards, the Islamic 
republic’s ideological army said on 
Tuesday, vowing revenge.


