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Covid toll hits 6m 
AFP, Paris

Over six million people have died worldwide from 
Covid-19 since the pandemic began, according 
to a tally from official sources compiled by AFP 
yesterday. A total of 6,001,585 people have 
succumbed to the virus, AFP counted at 0900 
GMT. The milestone comes as the number of 
infections and deaths continues to plummet in 
most regions of the world, except in Asia, where 
Hong Kong is suffering its worst-ever outbreak, 
and Oceania, where New Zealand has recorded a 
jump in cases. Average global daily deaths over 
the past seven days have fallen to 7,170, down 18 
percent in a week.

Pak opposition 
rally to oust PM
REUTERS, Islamabad

Thousands of Pakistani opposition party 
supporters yesterday rallied to demand Prime 
Minister Imran Khan’s ouster, accusing him of 
mismanaging the economy and poor governance, 
in the toughest challenge he has faced since 
taking power in 2018. The opposition campaign, 
led by the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), raises 
the prospect of political turmoil in the nuclear-
armed nation. “Resign in 24 hours and face us in 
an election,” PPP leader Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
told a rally just outside the capital Islamabad, 
directing his comments at Khan The opposition 
later submitted a formal request requiring Khan 
to seek a parliamentary vote of confidence. The 
opposition needs a simple majority of 172 and says 
it requires just 11 more votes to force Khan out in 
such a vote. The speaker of the lower house must 
now convene parliament within two weeks.

RUSSIA’S WAR 
IN UKRAINE

Developments
AFP, Kyiv

EVACUATIONS BEGIN
Ukraine begins evacuating 

civilians from the 
northeastern city of Sumy 
under a deal with Moscow 

to set up humanitarian 
corridors out of cities 

besieged by Russian forces. 
Thousands attempt to 

board packed trains out 
of Odessa, Ukraine’s main 
port which is also bracing 

for attack.

NEW CEASEFIRE
Moscow announces a 

ceasefire in the five cities 
worst-hit by the fighting: 

Chernihiv, Mariupol, 
Kharkiv, Kyiv and Sumy. 
Previous such cessations 

of fire collapsed at the 
weekend, with both sides 

trading blame.

21 KILLED IN SUMY
At least 21 people, 

including two children, 
were killed in air strikes 

on Sumy on Monday 
night, hours before the 

evacuations began.

2M REFUGEES
The UN says the number of 
people fleeing the war now 

tops two million. Poland 
alone has received 1.2 

million people.

XI URGES RESTRAINT
Chinese President Xi 

Jinping urges “maximum 
restraint” over Ukraine but 
stops short of condemning 

the Russian invasion in 
a video summit with the 

leaders of France and 
Germany.

SHELL QUITS 
Energy giant Shell says 
it will stop purchasing 

Russian crude oil and shut 
down its operations in the 

country.

NEARLY ALL RUSSIA 
FORCES DEPLOYED 
Russia has committed 
nearly all its combat 

power stationed along the 
border into Ukraine, the 
Pentagon said Monday as 
it announced 500 more 

US troops were deploying 
to Europe to boost Nato 
security. With President 

Vladimir Putin intensifying 
operations, the US Defense 
Department also warned 

that Russian strikes on 
civilians were mounting 

and that Moscow was 
seeking to recruit foreign 
fighters, notably Syrians, 

for the war.

A police officer says goodbye to his son as his family flees from advancing Russian troops as Russia’s attack on Ukraine continues 
in the town of Irpin outside Kyiv, Ukraine, yesterday. Desperate civilians fled besieged Ukrainian cities yesterday after Russia offered 
“humanitarian corridors”, as the number of refugees leaving the country since Moscow’s invasion passed two million. PHOTO: REUTERS

We need to … prevent any further 
aggression by the Russians and to 
prevent a great power war. … From 
1914, the beginning of World War 

I to 1945, the end of World War II... 
150 million people got slaughtered. 

..... We don’t want that ever to 
happen again.

Top US General Mark Milley

Bachelet to visit 
China in May 
AFP, Geneva

The UN rights chief Michelle Bachelet yesterday 
announced that she will visit China in May, 
with her team heading soon to Xinjiang, where 
Beijing stands accused of serious abuses, to 
prepare. Rights groups say that at least one 
million mostly Muslim minorities have been 
incarcerated in “re-education camps” in Xinjiang, 
a far-western region where China is accused of 
widespread human rights abuses including forced 
sterilisations of women and forced labour. Beijing 
vehemently denies all such charges.

What is the Z symbol?
AGENCIES

First spotted on the side of 
Russian tanks and military 
vehicles amassing on the border 
with Ukraine, the letter “Z” has 
since become the main symbol 
of public support for Russia’s 
war in Ukraine.  Following 
the February 24 invasion, 
government supporters have 
used the letter, which does not 
exist in the Cyrillic alphabet used in Russia, to show 
solidarity with the armed forces fighting in the neighbouring 
country.

There have been various theories put forward since Z was first 
seen emblazoned on military hardware, alongside other letters, 
including V and O.

The most popular theory used by military experts to explain 
the letters is that they were written according to the respective 
areas where the Russian troops are usually stationed, with Z 
potentially standing for Zapad (west). 

The Russian defense ministry itself has not commented on any 
of the theories, and instead posted on its Instagram channel that Z 
meant Za pobedu (“for victory”) and V stood for “power of truth”.

Boy, 11, travels 
1,200km alone
BBC ONLINE

A boy has arrived safely in Slovakia after 
travelling some 1,200km (750 miles) 
from eastern Ukraine with no more 
than two small bags, a passport and 
his relatives’ phone number.

Hassan, 11, left his home in 
Zaporizhzhia because his mother could 
not leave her elderly mother.

She put him on a train, and when he 
finally got to the border he was helped across by 
customs officers. Officials said he was a true hero and had won 
over everyone with his smile.

The boy arrived at the border carrying a plastic bag, a small 
red backpack and his passport. He was taken in by volunteers 
who gave him food and a drink while border officials got in touch 
with relatives in the Slovak capital Bratislava.

His mother, in a video posted by Slovak police, thanked 
everyone for taking care of her son.


