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invite people over too,” 
Kabuljan said. Such is her 
dedication to the cause 
that whenever she goes to a 
village to make an oven, she 
also trains women there, all 
to spread the oven’s use.

Her family members are 
also happy for the role she 
plays for society.

“The oven is so simple 
that I can use it while she is 
away,” Kabuljan’s husband 
Mobarak Hossain said.

The family’s neighbour 
Bani Rani Sutradhar was 
the first to have an oven 
made by Kabuljan. “We’re 
really happy that we found 
a way to get rid of smoke 
inside the house,” she said.

Health hazards
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how do I get all that with 
my meagre income?”

Gita Rani Kanu lives 
in Kurma Tea Garden in 
Kamalganj upazila of the 
district. She is also the 
convener of Bangladesh Tea 
Workers Women’s Forum. 
She said, “The reproductive 
health of mothers in tea 
gardens is very fragile, due 
to a lack of family planning 
and hygiene. The garden 
dispensaries have people 
who provides paracetamol 
and iron pills to the 
workers, but that’s it.”

“If a tea worker needs 
to go to hospitals outside 
the gardens, they have to 
sell their assets or take 
loans from NGOs. This 
often compels them to 
avoid hospitals outside the 
garden considering the 
cost.”

Pankaj Kanda, vice 
president of Bangladesh 
Tea Workers Union’s 
central committee, said 
the medical system at the 
tea gardens is weak. “They 
don’t conduct regular 
check-ups after pregnancy. 
Meanwhile, there’s a lot of 
superstitions prevalent too, 
for example some mothers 
don’t want to go to 
hospitals during delivery.”

However, Golam 
Mohammad Shibli, 
chairperson of owners’ 
platform Bangladesh Cha 
Sangsad, Sylhet chapter, 
denied this and said, “The 

female workers get what 
they’re supposed to as 
per labour law. The tea 
gardens have hospitals, 
doctors, nurses, midwives 
as well as delivery services. 
But stigma and lack of 
awareness remain, which 
is why many don’t avail 
these services, leading to 
unfortunate situations. 
However, the scenario 
has gotten better over the 
years.”

Dr Mohammad Noore 
Alam Shamim, assistant 
director (disease control) 
of department of Health 
in Sylhet, said, “Due to 
the high prevalence of 
maternal death, infant 
mortality, neonatal death, 
abortion and miscarriage 
in the tea gardens, the 
average figures throughout 
the division has increased.”

If relevant SDGs are to 
be achieved, focused work 
at the tea gardens must be 
increased, he added.

According to the 
Statistical Handbook on 
Bangladesh Tea Industry 
2020, there are 166 gardens 
in the country, employing 
a total of 1,40,164 tea 
workers. 

In three districts of 
Sylhet division, there are 
135 tea gardens where 
46,450 registered female 
workers and 15,153 casual 
female workers work, while 
another 500,000 people 
are dependents of these 
workers.
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Seeking anonymity, a 
high-ranking DB official 
said, “We have obtained 
some names of Mamun’s 
syndicate members -- Leo 
and Kiron, along with 
Hasan, who mainly control 
sales.”

Investigators said they 
have stumbled upon 

another gang based in 
Shariatpur, which sells 
almost 80 percent of its 
stolen bikes in Shariatpur 
and Madaripur, as they’re 
close to the capital. The 
gang is also involved in 
making fake documents 
for the vehicles.

Mashiur Rahman, 
deputy commissioner 

(Gulshan) of DB police, 
told The Daily Star, “We 
ask the city dwellers to use 
additional locks and keep 
the bikes parked in places 
where there are CCTV 
cameras installed. So far, 
we have found trace of 
three syndicates. We are 
conducting drives to arrest 
them.”

Nation observes
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Earlier in the morning, 
Hasina paid her homage 
by placing wreaths at the 
portrait of Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman at Bangabandhu 
Memorial Museum in 
Dhanmondi.

Awami League General 

Secretary Obaidul Quader, 
after paying his tribute 
there along with top party 
leaders, urged citizens to 
stand firm against anti-
liberation forces as they are 
still engaged in conspiring 
against the country.

Role of family vital
Speakers on fighting addiction
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The role of family members in refraining girls and 
women from addiction is vital, said speakers at a press 
conference yesterday. 

They also said the family members need to take care of 
each other as it is the first defense against drug abuse. 

The event was held at Ahsania Mission in Shyamoli 
marking International Women’s Day. 

Rakhi Ganguly, senior psychologist, Dhaka Ahsania 
Mission Health Sector, spoke at the event among others.   

CTTC, Analyzen 
launch campaign
CITY DESK

The Counter-Terrorism and Transnational Crime Unit 
(CTTC) of police and Analyzen Bangladesh Limited have 
recently launched a special social media campaign to 
prevent violent extremism. 

The event was held at CTTC building of DMP on March 
3, said a press release. 

In this 3 hours long workshop, Asaduzzaman, 
additional commissioner of police (CTTC) and 
Muhammad Risalat Siddique, chairman of Analyzen, 
were present among others. 

At the event, speakers stressed on cooperation, 
awareness and parents’ participation in preventing 
extremism. They also sought cooperation from social 
media influencers in this regard.    
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