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BBC World 
News taken off 
air in Russia
AFP, London

The BBC yesterday said 
that its World News 
television channel has been 
taken off the air in Russia 
as Moscow clamps down 
further on foreign media 
during its war in Ukraine.

BBC World News 
presenter Victoria 
Derbyshire first announced 
the suspension to viewers 
outside Russia on Sunday.

“BBC World News, the 
channel you are watching 
if you are outside the UK 
right now, and which is 
the BBC’s global television 
news channel, has just 
been taken off air in 
Russia,” she said.

The BBC said on Friday 
that it was halting its 
journalists’ work in Russia 
after lawmakers moved to 
impose harsh jail terms 
for publishing “fake news” 
about the army as part of 
efforts to muffle dissent 
over Ukraine invasion.

WAR IN UKRAINE

Developments 
FIERCE BATTLES

Ukraine’s military says it 
is fighting “fierce battles” 

with Russian forces on 
the edge of the southern 
city of Mykolaiv, which 

controls the road to 
the country’s biggest 

port Odessa in the west. 
President Volodymyr 
Zelensky warns that 

Russia is preparing to 
bombard the historic city 
near the Romanian and 

Moldovan borders. Dozens 
of civilians are being killed 
in the battle for Chernihiv 

in the north, with those 
who remain in the city 

living in craters or among 
the ruins. 

AIRPORT DESTROYED

A barrage of Russian 
missiles destroy Vinnytsia 

airport in central 
Ukraine, Zelensky says.

POLISH JETS DEAL

The United States says it 
is working on a deal with 
Poland to supply Ukraine 
with fighter jets that its 
pilots are trained to fly. 
Zelensky had pleaded 
with former Warsaw 

Pact countries in eastern 
Europe to give Ukraine 

Russian-made warplanes.

RUSSIA LIMITS 

FOOD SALES

Russian shops are told 
to limit sales of essential 

foodstuffs to counter 
black market speculation 

as Western sanctions 
bite.

2,500 HELD AT RUSSIA 

PROTESTS

More than 2,500 people 
are held across Russia 

after new protests against 
the war in Ukraine.

VISA AND 

MASTERCARD BAN

Credit card giants Visa 
and Mastercard refuse 

to do business with 
Moscow over the invasion 

of Ukraine but Russian 
banks say they will use 

China’s UnionPay system.

PEACE PROSPECTS 

‘NOT GREAT’

Israel’s premier Naftali 
Bennett says the chances 
of stopping fighting were 
“not great”, after Kyiv had 

asked Israel to launch a 
dialogue with Moscow. 

French President 
Emmanuel Macron and 
his Turkish counterpart 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

hold separate telephone 
talks with Putin.

Ukraine Europe’s ‘fastest 
growing refugee’ crisis: UN
AFP, Geneva

The number of people fleeing Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine has topped 1.5 
million, making it Europe’s fastest 
growing refugee crisis since World 
War II, the United Nations said 
yesterday.

“More than 1.5 million refugees 
from Ukraine have crossed into 
neighbouring countries in 10 days,” 
the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees Filippo Grande tweeted.

The UN described the outflow as 
“the fastest growing refugee crisis 
in Europe since World War II”. On 
Saturday it had reported that nearly 
1.37 million refugees had fled.

The director-general of the 
World Health Organization, Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, also 
expressed grave concern at the 

worsening humanitarian situation.
“@WHO has confirmed several 

attacks on health care in #Ukraine, 
causing multiple deaths and 
injuries. Additional reports are being 
investigated,” Tedros tweeted.

“Attacks on healthcare facilities 
or workers breach medical neutrality 
and are violations of international 
humanitarian law.”

UN officials said they expected 
the wave of refugees to intensify 
further as the Russian army pressed 
its offensive, particularly toward the 
Ukranian capital Kyiv.

Since Russia invaded on February 
24, a total of 922,400 people have 
fled Ukraine to Poland, Polish border 
guards said yesterday. Hungary, 
Moldova, Romanian and Slovakia have 
also seen Ukrainian refugees arrive.

People attend a protest against Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine, at Parliament Square in London, Britain, 
yesterday. Tens of thousands demonstrated in 
cities from Paris to New York in support of Ukraine, 
demanding an end to war. PHOTO: REUTERS

Kyiv digs in 
for battle 

Fighting flares nearby as 
Russian forces advance

REUTERS, Kyiv

Ukrainian soldiers bolstered defences around Kyiv 
yesterday, digging trenches, blocking roads and 
liaising with civil defence units as Russian forces 
bombarded the surrounding areas and attacked 
towns and villages nearby.

While the armed forces and civilian volunteers 
dug in, thousands of people continued to try to flee 
the city of 3.4 million as fears of a full assault spread.

Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24 and has 
concentrated its heaviest attacks on the south 
and east of the country, besieging cities including 
Mariupol and Kharkiv with artillery fire and 
air strikes and causing extensive damage and 
casualties.

Kyiv has been spared the worst of the 
fighting so far, but intense battles have raged 
in surrounding towns and villages and Russia’s 
defence ministry released footage yesterday of 
some of its tracked military vehicles on the move 
near the capital.

Video provided by Ukraine’s armed forces 
taken on Saturday in the Kyiv region, showed 
Ukrainian efforts to defend the capital, with piles 
of sandbags and concrete slabs laid across a main 
road, while Ukrainian soldiers carefully checked 
passing cars. A smaller road was blocked by metal 
“hedgehog” anti-tank barriers, and machine gun 
positions had been erected. Molotov cocktails 
were lined up on the side of the road, as civilians 
vowed to join the battle to protect Kyiv.

“We are equipped 100%,” said an unidentified 
soldier in the footage. “Positions are prepared, 
we’ve fitted them out and we are simply waiting 
to meet them here ... Victory will be ours.”


