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He was fugitive in plain sight
FROM PAGE 12

Aziz is now on a four-day 
remand that a Dhaka court 
granted on Wednesday. 

The accused planted 
a bomb in Gopalganj in 
2000 to kill Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina. 

Police refused to accept 
its failure in arresting him 
in the last 21 years. 

Asked on Wednesday, 
CTTC chief Md 
Asaduzzaman said, “Why 
would it be a failure? He 
could no longer remain 
fugitive and got arrested.” 

According to CTTC 
sources, they started 
searching Aziz as a Dhaka 
tribunal on March 23 
last year sentenced him 
and 13 others to death 
and ordered that they be 
“publicly” executed by the 
firing squad. 

Aziz and five others were 
absconding in the case. 

“We have managed to 
arrest Aziz and also got a 
trace of another fugitive. 
We are hopeful that we will 
be able to arrest them soon,” 
said a top CTTC official, 

requesting anonymity 
seeking anonymity for 
the sake of the ongoing 
investigation. 

Tohidul Islam, additional 
deputy commissioner of 
CTTC, said Aziz was a bomb 
expert in Huji and had a 
connection with a number 
of top leaders of the outfit. 

“We are trying to 
get details of the outfit 
activities. We have got 
some information and now 
analysing those to arrest 
the absconding associates,” 
he added.

Miscarriage
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address, she started hurling 
abusive words at me. When 
I protested, she shoved me 
against the wall. It hurt my 
nose and stomach,” she 
said.

“I started bleeding from 
my nose soon afterwards 
and my stomach hurt. I was 
admitted to the hospital 
that night. They had to 
remove the baby the next 
day.”

She added that 
policemen deployed at the 
hospital were not letting 
her talk to anyone except 
her family members.

Contacted, Rafiqul 
Islam, a resident medical 
officer (RMO), said he didn’t 
know why the woman had a 
miscarriage.

 Police constable Ruma 
could not be contacted for 
comments. 

ACC sues
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and three outsiders Abul 
Kalam, Abdul Gafran, 
and Juhurul Islam for 
their involvement in the 
incident. 

The cases were filed with 
integrated district office-1 
of ACC in Chattogram 
under sections 5 (2) of Anti-
Corruption Commission 
Act-1947. 

No one knows how much it’ll cost
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in our country. Besides, 
we haven’t been on a tour 
outside the country for the 
last two years because of 
the pandemic, so we are 
going now.”

Analysts said the details 
of such foreign trips 
should be made public.

With 11 members, it is a 
rather large delegation for 
such a trip, said Khondaker 
Golam Moazzem, research 

director at Centre for 
Policy Dialogue. “I think 
we need to know the cost 
and validation of the trip.”

There is no need to go 
abroad for training on food 
security as Bangladesh 

has achieved tremendous 
success in the field, 
said Iftekharuzzaman, 
executive director 
of Transparency 
International Bangladesh.

“And I think the 

s o c i o e c o n o m i c 
perspective of the UK and 
Turkey is not well-matched 
with our country. I don’t 
think it’s realistic to go 
there for food security 
training.”

People using Airbnb to help
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possible to ensure hosts 
receive fees quickly. 
Airbnb typically issues a 
payout about 24 hours 
after a guest checks in. 

 Organisers of the 
campaign also are urging 
people to make sure 
the rentals are operated 
by individuals and not 
companies.  One of the 

social media influencers 
behind the Airbnb effort 
also has encouraged his 
followers to patronise 
Ukrainian merchants on 
Etsy but ask sellers not to 
ship any goods. Etsy has 
announced it’s canceling 
the current balances and 
fees owed by all sellers in 
Ukraine. 

Meanwhile, Airbnb 

is waiving guest and 
host fees. It has said it 
is offering temporary 
housing in neighbouring 
countries to up to 
100,000 Ukrainians who 
are fleeing their country 
because of the Russian 
invasion. 

It’s also waiving guest 
and host fees in the 
country.

Russia announces
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resort to “cowardly” attacks 
on civilians.

Zelensky remains 
defiant and yesterday 
announced that Ukrainian 
forces were counter-
attacking around Kharkiv, 
the country’s second 
largest city, which has seen 
Russian incursions and 
fierce bombardments.

Meanwhile, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
yesterday said that any 
country that sought to 
impose a no-fly zone 
over Ukraine would be 
considered by Moscow to 
have entered the conflict.

“Any movement in this 
direction will be considered 
by us as participation in 
an armed conflict by that 
country,” the Russian leader 
said during a meeting with 
Aeroflot employees.

Zelensky had earlier 
criticised Nato for ruling 
out imposing a no-fly 
zone, saying the Western 
military alliance had 
essentially given “the green 
light for further bombing 
of Ukrainian cities and 
villages”.

He was to appeal to 
Washington for more 
assistance yesterday with 
an address to the US Senate 
after some lawmakers 
urged President Joe Biden 
to take tougher measures, 
including banning Russia’s 
oil imports.

Since Putin’s army 
invaded on February 24, 
Russia has pummelled 
Ukrainian cities, with 
officials reporting 
hundreds of civilians killed. 
Europe’s largest atomic 
power plant has even come 
under attack sparking fears 
of a catastrophic nuclear 
accident.

But Moscow has so far 
only seized two key cities in 
its 10-day-long invasion -- 
Berdiansk and Kherson on 
Ukraine’s southern Black 
Sea coast.

Capturing Mariupol 
represents a bigger prize 
for Russian forces as it 
would deal a severe blow to 
Ukraine’s maritime access 
and connect with troops 
coming from annexed 
Crimea and the Donbas.

The Kremlin said late 
Friday that Moscow was 
waiting for a third round 
of talks with Ukraine in 
Belarus, and one of Kyiv’s 
negotiators said it hoped to 
hold them this weekend.

With fears growing of 
direct conflict between 
Western forces and Russia 
-- both nuclear armed -- 
the US and Moscow have 
set up a new direct phone 
line to reduce the risks 
of “miscalculation”, the 
Pentagon said Friday.

Russian authorities have 
imposed a news blackout 
and several media outlets 
have halted operations. 

Victims of
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administration ministry 
sent it back -- seeking 
amendment to the 
proposal -- which is still 
under process. This led 
BR to work on sending a 
proposal to the PMO to 
bring changes to the 2004 
finance ministry circular. 

On February 17 this 
year, BR Director General 
Dhirendra Nath Mazumder 
wrote to the railway 
ministry to take steps so 
that the projects continue 
unhindered.

Contacted last night, 
the DG said they already 

wrote to the authorities 
concerned to extend 
tenure of the projects for 
three more years. Besides, 
they have already written 
to the ministry for sending 
a summery to the PMO 
for making their job 
permanent, he said.

“We are working for 
them. Even after that if they 
claim that we are not doing 
enough then what else can 
we do?” 

Replying to another 
question, he said the GM 
(east) and project directors 
have already met the 
protesting gatekeepers. 

Visiting Sundarbans 
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per quintal stands at Tk 
750 from the previous Tk 
275.

However, Rajat Suvra 
Gayen, president of 
Renaissance Sarbik Gram 
Unnayan Samobay Samiti, 
working to ameliorate the 
living standard of the forest-
dependent population, told 
this correspondent that the 
decision could force people 
to switch their professions.

“The pandemic already 
took a heavy toll on them. 
The availability of fish 
declined due to miscreants 
who use poison to net fish. 

People will now have to pay 
double the fee, which will 
definitely intensify their 
woes,” he said.

Contacted, Mihir Kumar 
Dey, Khulna divisional 
forest conservator, said, 
“We revised it after a 
decade. This will put some 
pressure on the forest-
dependent population, but 
throughout these years 
fees for every service have 
risen, which prompted us 
to make this decision.”

Apu Nazrul, an 
independent tour 
organiser, told The Daily 
Star that foreign tourists, 

who usually visit the 
Sundarbans, are on a 
budget.

“The decision will 
discourage them from 
travelling. The forest 
department should reverse 
the decision and lower the 
rates even further, to help 
the tourism sector recover 
from the brunt of the 
pandemic,” he said.

According to the forest 
department, 1,56,000 
tourists visited the 
Sundarbans last year, five 
percent of whom were 
foreigners.  

29 BNP men
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Shahjahan Khan said police 
tore down their banner 
and kicked the leaders and 
activists injuring four of 
them.

Police also arrested a 
BNP activist from there, he 
said. 

The party did not 
have permission for 
the programme, said 
Mohammad Abdullah Al 
Taybi, the OC of Louhajong 
police station. They 
barricaded the road and 
interrupted the traffic, he 
said. 

(Our Patuakhali and 
Munshiganj correspondent 
contributed to the report)

Even darkness
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given to the children of 
15 families of those who 
were made disappeared, 
abducted and tortured.

Fakhrul hoped that 
the current situation will 
be over very soon. “Even 
darkness must pass. A new 
day will come as people are 
waking up.”

Pointing to the missing 
family members, Fakhrul 
said he feels guilty seeing 
their plight. 

He urged party leaders 
to take the issue seriously 
and create a special fund 
for bearing at least the 
education cost of the 
children of those who 
fell victims to enforced 
disappearance.

Some family members 
of the victims of enforced 
disappearance also 
spoke at the programme 
narrating the ordeals they 
are going through.

All should have right
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International Kolkata Book 
Fair, in which Bangladesh 
is the focal theme country, 
reports our New Delhi 

correspondent. 
On Teesta issue, Dipu 

Moni said, “I feel whichever 
course the river flows, 
people along the adjoining 

areas have right over the 
water. We hope to address 
all outstanding issues in 
the spirit of our friendship 
and mutual trust.”

Stand up for migrants
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Warbe Development 
Foundation organised 
the discussion, with 
support from Solidarity 
Center, under the banner 
of “TU-CSOs Platform 
for Migration and 
Development” at a city 
hotel. 

Moderated by Warbe 
Chairperson Syed Saiful 
Haque, the event was 
addressed by lawmakers, 
representatives from UN 

agencies, civil society 
organisation (CSO) 
members and trade union 
(TU) leaders.

In his speech, former 
foreign secretary Shahidul 
Haque stressed the need 
for the civil society and 
government to conduct a 
series of consultations on 
GCM before going to the 
IMRF.

Fakhrul Imam, 
lawmaker and member 
of Parliamentarians’ 

Caucus on Migration 
and Development, said, 
“We need to develop 
clear understanding on 
migration and the rights of 
migrants through regular 
consultation among 
stakeholders concerned.”

Among others, 
Mahjabeen Khaled, 
secretary general of the 
caucus, and Fathima 
Nusrath Ghazzali, officer in 
charge of IOM Bangladesh, 
also spoke.

Not for
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out of the process and even 
evicted from their quarters.

Md Murad Hossain, GM 
of Platinnum Jubilee Jute 
Mill, told The Daily Star, 
“We’ve cleared almost 
all dues of our 3,836 
permanent workers. The 
few, whose payments 
are yet to cleared had 
discrepancy in the spelling 
of their names in official 
documents, which is why 
it’s getting delayed.”

But Krishak-Sramik-
Chatra-Janata Oikya 
Parishad leader Ruhul 
Amin said, “Those who 
worked in these mills for 
15-20 years are now being 
turned away over spelling 
mistakes. It is painful to 
bear.”

“The innocent workers 
are being put through 
this misery not over their 
own fault, but due to 
mistakes made by the mill 
administration and union 
leaders.”
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ACC couldn’t probe
FROM PAGE 2

ACC’s principal counsel 
Khurshid Alam Khan 
on Friday said there are 
confusions and ambiguities 
regarding the law and its 
interpretations.

The graft watchdog has 
taken an initiative to amend 
the Money Laundering 
Prevention Act, 2012, he 
told The Daly Star.

Under the law, the 
commission is allowed to 
conduct enquiries only 
against public servants, the 
lawyer said.

The ACC cannot 
carry out enquiries into 
the money laundering 
allegations against private 

citizens under the law, he 
added.

ACC Secretary Mahbub 
Hossain on February 17 
this year sent a letter to the 
cabinet secretary, saying 
that if the graft watchdog 
is granted the jurisdiction 
over enquiring into money 
laundering, it would be able 
to play a role in keeping the 
crime under control.

Khurshid said if the 
Money Laundering 
Prevention Act is 
amended in line with the 
ACC’s requirement, the 
commission will have no 
limitations on conducting 
enquiries and probing 
money launderers.

China says military 
spending to grow  
7.1 percent in 2022
AFP, Beijing

China’s military budget -- the second-largest in the world 
after the United States -- is set to increase by 7.1 percent 
in 2022, Beijing announced yesterday.

Some 1.45 trillion yuan ($230 billion) has been set 
aside for national defence, according to a government 
budget report.

The increase is slightly higher than the 6.8 percent 
rise last year and broadly in line with the general pace of 
growth in recent years.

It exceeds Beijing’s annual GDP growth target of 5.5 
percent announced separately by Premier Li Keqiang on 
Saturday.

Li said Beijing would enhance military training and 
combat readiness.

Delhi keen
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movement. The check post 
currently functions only till 
sundown.

The Indian delegation 
at the meeting was led 

by Commerce Secretary 
BVR Subrahmanyam and 
the Bangladesh team by 
Tapan Kanti Ghosh, senior 
secretary of the commerce 
ministry.
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