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Donald
Tigers’
new pace
bowling
coach

A great shot at
welding motto

SPORTS REPORTER

A T20I series win beckons for Bangladesh as they
face Afghanistan today in the second and final
T20I in Mirpur, after winning the first match on

SPORTS REPORTER Thursday. Bangladesh have never managed the
.................................................... fea[ agail’lS[ Afghanis[al'l.
Bangladesh have taken In 2018, they lost the T20I series at Dehradun

onboard former South
African paceman Allan
Donald as the new pace
bowling coach.

Cricket Operations
chairman Jalal Yunus
confirmed the news to
The Daily Star on Friday
evening.

Donald has been
contracted till the
2022 120 World Cup in
Australia.

“He has been contracted
till the T20I World Cup in
Australia,” Jalal informed
reporters.

Later the South African
expressed his elation
at being appointed as

3-0 as the Tigers lagged behind in terms of finding
winning mentality in tight situations in the
format. They fared much better at home during

a 2019 tri-nation series involving Zimbabwe,
winning one and losing one against Afghanistan
on their way to the final before sharing the series
after the final in Mirpur was washed out.

This series presents opportunities for the Tigers
to find their motto going forward in the format.
The team’s balance will depend upon whether the
management will go towards a new way of playing
in the format and since not many T20Is are on
offer ahead of the T20 World Cup in Australia, the
think tank will like to test the side’s capabilities
ahead of the mega event, scheduled for October-
November this year.

One of the big issues had been the problems at
the top during the Powerplay, where Bangladesh
have lost wickets regularly without taking
advantage of the field settings. It would be
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‘I see a lot of professionalism here now’

It remains a firmly held belief that Bangladesh players’ mindset leaped under former head coach Stuart Law’s tenure,
during which the Tigers reached the final of the Asia Cup in 2012. The former Australian cricketer, who is currently
working as the interim coach of Afghanistan team, spoke to The Daily Star’s Mazhar Uddin in an exclusive interview,
during which he shared his previous experience and his observations and suggestions regarding Bangladesh’s journey
in international cricket and more. The excerpts of the interview are as follows:

o o The Daily Star (DS): What's your he swings the ball and he’s got a good DS: What will be your suggestion for well in Down Under? Bangladesh are still
V‘ / eSt Ind les Wln observation on Bangladesh teamin this  plan and he relentlessly bowled well at Bangladesh to improve in the Test and searching for those big hitters in this
tour? his line and length. Taskin Ahmed also, ~ T20I format? format.

° ° Stuart Law (SL): Look, they played well as when I saw him he was very young SL: I think the skill level is there. SL: You still got to work on what you

rlvetlng Op ener to win the ODI series and there is no and he seems bigger, stronger Probably, the only skill they need have. At the start of T20 cricket, people
1akirlig away frgrg that. The ﬁr;t gan:(c, and fitter now. Bangladesh o W(l)rk on Cis the ability tod Lhou,%hzj Ltfllat dtttl)c sl[iintr)lcrs mi%ht get

AFP, MOUNT MAUNGANUI you know, we didn’t execute. Not taking  cricket has always been play under pressure an smacked hard by the batters, but it’s
s anything away from the two youngsters ; rm spi you only get that by been the most effective way to control
Host nation New Zealand lost the opening match of the Mehedi Miraz and Afif Hossain, as they f)eliltatrtllto(gg tl‘(}zvf(t) E,irsr? Spin playing international the run rates and take wickets in the
Women’s Cricket World Cup in dramatic fashion Friday both played beautifully and showed bowlers. six feet tall or compelitive cricket.  Big Bash. I think there’s an opportunity
when the West Indies claimed three wickets in the final maturity beyond their years. When I who b ov’vle over 1 40’ So, the more matches  for Bangladesh to utilise spin and when
over. New Zealand finished three runs short of the West was here over ten years back, you know, | an d it's oreat they play, they get it comes to batting, you got to post
Indies’ total of 259 as Hayley Matthews’ 119 powered the quality of depth wasn’t there as Youphave the ligf(es O'f to understand how over 160 on the board consistently. To
the Caribbean wor(r)lenl to a shock victory at Mount much but there were some quality Mustafizur with his to play that format. do that, it’s not easy hitting the fastest
Maunganui’s Bay Oval. players. But coming back in, I see a lot of o R I remember being bowlers over the head or through

Kiwi captain Sophie Devine responded with a defiant pro}fessionalism here now and the way tricks and I'm sure here, we didn’t play mid-wicket. I think for me, the batters
108 but Deandra Dottin took 2 2 in the final over and they play for each other is amazing. gllf;ec?)lel(fiez)ﬁ?(;;s alot of cricket, as we need to use their brain and find ways to
helped run out rookie Fran Jonas to claim a last-gasp win. - layed limited games negotiate the extra pace and bounce on
Thg West Indies finished with 259-9, making a bligsterr)ing DS: Obviously, you've seen the likes of through as well. Liton Das LhIr)olighouL the ygéar. And theg surface. P
start of 10 runs an over before the New Zealand attack Shakib, Tamim and Mushfiqur during wasn’t around much when [ one thing that I wanted was
pegged them back with a steady stream of wickets. your tenure but can you name some of was there and he just looks like a to play more. DS: Any plans to return to Bangladesh?

Matthews also took 2-41 with the ball in a player-of-the- the youngsters who impressed you this very easy on the eye batsman. Not only SL: To be honest, it’s been a pleasure
match performance. Chedean Nation chipped in with 36 time around? is he contributing but he is contributing  DS: Bangladesh will be playing the T20 working with Afghanistan in the short
runs and captain Stafanie Taylor made 30, while Tahuhu SL: I like Shoriful Islam, the big tall left-  consistently, which is what you ask from ~ World Cup in Australia later this year. stint. [ don’t know what comes next and

was the best of the Kiwi bowlers with three for 57. arm seamer. He bowls at good paceand  a player. Any suggestions for the Tigers for doing ~ who knows what the future brings.



