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The nearest one is at 
Taltola, which is still 
around 2 kilometres away 
and is already overloaded 

with waste from nearby 
areas.

Due to the lack of STSs 
and operational garbage 
trucks during the day, the 
garbage-filled vans are kept 
next to the main road’s 
dividers.

“Imagine selling fruits 
next to garbage vans. 
People do not want to 
come here to purchase,” 
said Mohammad Hasan, a 
fruit vendor. “The situation 
worsened since November 
last year.”

“We are losing business 
because of the garbage 
vans,” he added.

Anisur Rahman, a 
building caretaker at East 
Shewrapara, said, “We keep 
the household waste from 
each flats in a large drum 
in front of the building. If 

the workers do not collect 
the waste, then it creates 
a problem too, as we don’t 
want to keep it there the 
whole day.”

Acknowledging the 
problem, DNCC chief 
waste management officer 
Commodore Shariful Islam 
said, “We have stopped 
collecting waste during 
daytime since the accident. 
We know this is creating a 
lot of issues.”

“If the vans collect waste 
from the buildings in the 
evening, it will solve the 
problems to a great extent,” 
he said.

“We need an STS for 
the area and are currently 
looking for space to make 
one. It’s a difficult and 
time-consuming process,” 
he added. 

No mandatory dope
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has undertaken a project to 
build 22 dope testing labs 
all over the country. Three 
of the labs will be in Dhaka.

DNC has finalised a Tk 
156.57-crore project and 
has already sent papers to 
the planning commission 
for approval to build labs 
and recruit around 110 
staffers, mainly chemists 
and lab technicians, said 
another DNC official, 
wishing anonymity. 

Currently, DNC has 1,853 
staffers.

DNC is currently 
conducting dope tests at 
its Central Drug Addiction 
Treatment Centre in the 
capital’s Tejgaon, with a 
daily capacity of testing 60 
to 70 people.

The project will be 
implemented as soon as 
possible, said DNC Director 
General Md Abdus Sabur 
Mondal.

Police have already 
initiated the process of 

testing all recruits and 
other members suspected 
to be addicted to drugs.

In the last two years, 106 
members of DMP have lost 
jobs for failing the dope 
test, said a top DMP official.

Ishrat Chowdhury, 
additional secretary 
(narcotics wing) of home 
ministry’s Security 
Service Division, said rules 
regarding dope tests are yet 
to be formulated.

Replying to a query, 
she said there is no legal 
bar for any organisation 
to conduct tests, although 
there are no rules.

She said when the rules 
are finalised, a circular will 
be issued making dope 
tests mandatory for all.

Dr Farid Hossain Miah, 
director (hospitals and 
clinics) of Directorate 
General of Health Services, 
thinks testing such a huge 
number of people will not 
be a problem, once the 
rules are enacted.

Tales that need
FROM PAGE 5

Kumar Pandey had a 
political trail since the anti-
British movement. He was 
jailed for 15 days during 
the Language Movement 
and for a month during the 
1965 India-Pakistan war.

Birendranath Sarker 
had pleaded the case of the 
Tebhaga movement leader 
Ila Mitra, and worked for 
Press Trust of India (PTI). 
He was also the founding 
president of Rajshahi Press 
Club.
KILLING OF 

BIRENDRANATH

Lawyer Ankur Sen 
chronicled the killing. 

In 1971, Ankur Sen, then 
18, was Sarker’s neighbour. 
His father Goura Mohon 
Sen was an assistant 
(muhuri) to Sarker. Sarker 
lived alone in his two-storey 
house at Sastitola.

At 10:45pm, Sarker and 
two of his companions -- 
Barendra Museum curator 
Shachin Shidhanta and 
lawyer Ronesh Moitra -- 
were with him when the 
Pakistan military knocked 
on his door. Shidhanta and 
Moitra fled to Sen’s house.

“I saw his (Sarker) 
motionless body on the 
blood stained bed.”

THE UNSUNG HEROES 

Despite their sacrifices, 
authorities  barely took 
any initiative to protect 
the duo’s legacy. Although 
there’s a  road named 
after Suresh Pandey, not 
much was done in memory 
of  Birendranath Sarker, 
family members said.

Suresh’s son Shoven 
said a  memorial museum 
was established at 
Birendranath’s house with 
his  belongings after the 
war and a classroom of 
Munnujan Government 
Primary  School was named 
after Pandey in the early 
2000s. 

They haven’t been 
enlisted as martyrs yet.
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important during period. 
However, using soap or 
vaginal hygiene products 
are not recommended as 
they may cause irritation 
and rashes. Discarding 
used sanitary napkins 
properly is a very important 
step of menstrual hygiene. 
It ensures prevention of 
bacteria and infection 
spread.

If you are using a period 
cup, which is gaining 
popularity increasingly due 
to its sustainability, please 
follow the instructions of 
how to clean it properly 
before and after use. Also 
make sure to use a good 
product. 

In case of tampons, 
make sure to not leave it 
in for too long to avoid 
infection as well as toxic 
shock syndrome (TSS). 

You should also try to 
make healthy food choices 
during period. Drink plenty 
of water, eat more fruits and 
vegetables and less fried 

and oily foods. Caffeine 
intake and smoking should 
be avoided during period. 
Light exercises are also 
recommended.

Two ‘Al-Badr’
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Kohinur later went to 
Pakistan. From there, he 
moved to Japan with a 
Pakistani passport. After 
returning to Bangladesh 
in 1990s, he started living 
in Dhaka.” The ACC official 
said Alamgir, who hails 
from Chatutia village in 
Gopalpur, was involved 
in mass killings by the 
Pakistani occupation 
army as one of its local 
collaborators.

Meanwhile, Gopalpur 
upazila Muktijoddhya 
Sangsad brought out a 
procession and staged a 
rally in the municipality 
town on Thursday night 
after the arrest of the 
two. It demanded capital 
punishment for the 
arrestees.


