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Indian students 
flee Kharkiv on foot
REUTERS, New Delhi

Shells exploded nearby, shaking buildings and 
sending debris flying around a group of Indian 
students making a dash out of central Kharkiv on 
foot after warnings from their government to flee 
the Ukrainian city hit hard by the Russian invasion.

Aditya Narayan Patra, a 21-year-old medical 
student from eastern India, said he was near the 
front of the group fleeing on Wednesday when the 
explosions rang out.

“The bomb fell only around 100 meters from 
me,” Patra told Reuters via phone yesterday, 
describing a particularly harrowing moment in the 
journey that around a thousand students took to 
reach relative safety on the outskirts of Kharkiv.

One Indian medical student was killed in the 
area this week, prompting a promise by Moscow 
to try to organise an urgent evacuation through a 
“humanitarian corridor,” following pressure from 
New Delhi, an ally.

It was not immediately clear whether Russia 
had any involvement in the escape. The students 
said Ukrainian soldiers ushered them through. 
The Indian foreign ministry on Wednesday said 
it issued two advisories asking students to flee 
Kharkiv after receiving information from Russia. 

NUCLEAR THREAT

‘All of humanity’ 
at risk: UN
AFP, Geneva

The UN human rights 
chief yesterday slammed 
Russia’s attack on 
Ukraine, warning of a 
“massive impact” on 
the rights of millions 
and cautioning that 
heightened nuclear 
threat levels showed all of 
humanity was at risk.

Speaking before the UN 
Human Rights Council in Geneva, Michelle 
Bachelet warned that Russia’s full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine, launched a week ago, “is generating 
massive impact on the human rights of millions 
of people across Ukraine.”

“Elevated threat levels for nuclear weapons 
underline the gravity of the risks to all of 
humanity,” she added.

Her comments, during an urgent council 
debate on the Ukraine conflict, came after 
Russian President Vladimir Putin on Sunday 
ordered Russia’s nuclear forces be put on high 
alert.

Earlier yesterday, Russia’s Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov accused Western politicians of 
fixating on nuclear war.

“It is clear that World War Three can only be 
nuclear,” Lavrov said in an online interview with 
Russian and foreign media.

“I would like to point out that it’s in the heads 
of Western politicians that the idea of a nuclear 
war is spinning constantly, and not in the heads 
of Russians,” he said.

‘Very effective’
Top US general hails Ukraine 

defence
AFP, Brussels

Top US General Mark 
Milley yesterday hailed 
the “very effective 
defence” being put up 
by Ukrainian forces as 
they battle invading 
Russian troops.

Western officials 
say Moscow has 
been surprised by the 
ferocious resistance being put up by Ukrainian 
forces and that it has thwarted the Kremlin’s plan 
for a lightning advance.

“The Ukrainian military is fighting with 
extraordinary courage and skill against Russian 
forced that significantly outnumber them and 
outgun them,” Milley, the chairman of the US 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, told journalists on a visit to 
Nato in Brussels.

“They are performing extraordinarily well on a 
very difficult sort of battlefield.”

The Russian military has admitted that almost 
500 of its soldiers have been killed in the week 
since President Vladimir Putin ordered the 
invasion.

Ukraine claims to have killed around 9,000 
Russian troops.

Kyiv’s forces “are fighting on their own terrain, 
they know the turf -- a significant advantage of 
course is that they have the Ukrainian people,” 
Milley said.

“The Ukrainian people are the eyes and the 
ears of the Ukrainian army right now. So they get 
the best intelligence system in the world, because 
they have the entire population on their side.”

Milley was in Brussels at the start of a visit 
to Europe designed to show Washington’s 
“determination” to defend Nato’s eastern flank in 
the face of Russia’s aggression.


