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114 Bangladeshis 
return from Libya
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As many as 114 Bangladeshis returned home 
yesterday in a chartered flight from Libya.

A Buraq Air flight carrying them landed at Dhaka 
airport around 8:30am.

Fakhrul Alam, assistant director of Expatriates’ 
Welfare Desk at the airport, confirmed their arrival.

Wishing anonymity, an official of International 
Organisation for Migration Bangladesh said most 
returnees attempted to cross the Mediterranean to 
enter Europe illegally but failed. Later, they became 
undocumented in the North African country.

IOM provided necessary support to the returnees 
upon their arrival, he added. IOM also facilitated the 
repatriation process, according to a social media 
post of Bangladesh embassy in Tripoli.

The Bangladeshis left Libya’s Mitiga International 
Airport near Tripoli on Wednesday. Libya, which 
faced two civil wars since 2011, has been known as a 
transit country for illegal migration to Europe.

Children’s Film 
Festival begins 
tomorrow
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 15th edition of the International Children’s 
Film Festival, organised by Children’s Film Society 
Bangladesh, will start on March 5.

The festival will be held at Bangladesh Film 
Archive office in Agargaon. A press conference was 
held at Alliance Française in this regard yesterday. 

A total of 117 movies from 38 countries will be 
screened at the festival, which is free and open for 
all. Information Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud will 
inaugurate the festival. 

The inaugural ceremony will be presided over by 
Dr Muhammad Zafar Iqbal, president of Children’s 
Film Society Bangladesh.  

The event will conclude on March 11. 

WaterAid, City 
Group sign MoU
CITY DESK

WaterAid Bangladesh and City Group have signed 
a memorandum of understanding (MoU) recently 
where WaterAid will provide technical support to 
access safe and adequate water supply, sanitation 
and hygiene services for tea pickers.

City Group Chairman and MD Fazlur Rahman 
inaugurated the signing ceremony at City Group’s 
Gulshan-2 office in Dhaka, said a press release. New era in heart

FROM PAGE 3

It restored the patient’s 
heart functions to normalcy 
and is illuminating hopes 
of greatly reducing her risk 
of death and improving 
symptoms of heart failure.

The same team of 
leading heart surgeons 

behind the procedure 
has performed successful 
heart surgeries on more 
than 15,000 people since 
the inception of United 
Hospital and brought 
smiles on the faces of 
patients and their families. 

DNCC, DSCC
FROM PAGE 3

“We have decided to involve 
city corporations to oversee 
building constructions, 
as some people construct 
them by grabbing 80 feet of 
a 100 feet wide canal,” the 
minister said.

Citing the recent Bosila 
canal drive by Dhaka North 
City Corporation, Tazul said 
buildings were constructed 
in the canal, but that would 
not have been done if the 
city corporation would 
have known about it.

Even if the corporations 
do not address 
encroachments, the 
government would be able 
to make them accountable, 
he said.

Regarding the mosquito 
menace, Tazul instructed 
Dhaka’s city corporations 
to impose holding tax 
on residential houses of 
different government 
agencies, if they fail to take 
necessary steps to clean 
their own areas, and take 

action against owners who 
do not clean stagnant 
water in rooftop gardens.

Dhaka South City 
Corporation Mayor Sheikh 
Fazle Noor Taposh, at the 
meeting, pointed out two 
areas from where Aedes 
mosquitoes spread: rooftop 
gardens and housing areas 
of different government 
agencies.

DNCC Mayor Md 
Atiqul Islam said they 
have started their anti-
Aedes mosquito drive on 
Tuesday. He demanded 
more entomologists from 
the government for his 10 
zones to conduct the drives 
properly.

Among others, mayors of 
Chattogram, Narayanganj 
and Gazipur also took part 
in the meeting.

Online gamblers
FROM PAGE 3

Among them, Rasel, 
an honours student of 
English, collected virtual 
dollars from betting sites 
and converted those into 
Bangladeshi currency.

Arrestee Shakil was an 
associate of Rasel. Using 

the pseudonym “Mahim 
Khan” on WhatsApp, he 
participated in betting on 
websites. This racket has 
laundered crores of taka, 
which they earned through 
gambling websites, through 
illegal e-transactions, the 
official said.
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AKM 
Rafiquddin 
passes away
CITY DESK

AKM 
Rafiquddin, 
founder and 
managing 
director of 
consultancy 
firm 
Development Design 
Consultants (DDCL), 
breathed his last early 
yesterday. 

He was 78 years old.
Under his leadership, 

DDCL has conducted 
and overseen various 
national infrastructure 
projects such as parts of 
Metro Rail, Bangabandhu 
Railway Bridge, Dhaka 
airport Terminal-3, Kuril 
Flyover, Bangladesh 
National Building Code, 
Matarbari Power Plant and 
Port Facilities, including 
new port etc. DDCL has 
also consulted on various 
projects abroad.

He left behind his 
wife, daughter, two sons, 
one son-in-law, two 
daughters-in-law, three 
grandchildren, and well-
wishers to mourn his 
death.  


