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Nightmare in 
Narayanganj
Mother, pregnant daughter 
hacked to death at home 
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

A man yesterday hacked a pregnant woman and 
her mother to death at their home in Narayanganj 
city’s Dalpotti area yesterday afternoon.

The victims are Ruma Chakraborty, 46, and 
her pregnant daughter Ritu Chakraborty, 22. 

“It is heart-wrenching that a stranger shattered 
our dreams and ruined our family in a few 
minutes,” said Ritu’s father Ram Prashad. 

“My daughter was seven-month pregnant. Our 
grandchild could not even see the light of a day,” 
he lamented. 

“I was supposed to take care of my daughter 
but now I am conducting her funeral. I cannot 
express my mental condition,” he said. 

Asked, he said he did not know the motive 
behind the murders. 

Shah Zaman, officer-in-charge of Narayanganj 
Sadar Model Police Station, said the person 
behind the murders was Zobayer. 

Zobayer first knocked a flat’s door. As none 
opened, he knocked the door of the victims’ 
house around 3:00pm. He started hacking Ruma 
indiscriminately as she opened it. When Ritu 
approached nearer, he started hacking her too. 

The duo died on the spot, he further said, 
adding that the criminal chased another female 
member of the family but she somehow managed 
to escape and started screaming, he said. 

Hearing her scream, locals rushed to the spot 
and locked the building’s main gate and informed 
the police. 

Police then went there, arrested Zobayer and 
recovered the bodies. 

During primary interrogation, Zobayer 
admitted that he killed the duo and said he 
intended to loot money and gold ornaments, said 
the OC. 

Muhammad Zaidul Alam, superintendent of 
Narayanganj police, said Ram filed a murder case 
against Zobayer who was produced before a court 
that placed him on a three-day remand. 

Meanwhile, locals suspected that there was a 
motive behind the murders. 

Sankar Saha, general secretary of Nitaiganj 
Business Owners Association, asked, “There are 
multiple wealthy businessmen who reside in the 
area whereas the victims belonged to a middle-
class family. If the killer wanted to loot only, then 
why did he attack the middle-class family instead 
of the rich ones?” 

SK Farhad, resident medical officer of 
Narayanganj General Hospital, who conducted 
autopsies on the bodies, said the victims suffered 
multiple deep stabs and died for profuse bleeding. 
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Condemned  
fugitive  
held after 
22 years
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police have arrested a 
fugitive condemned to 
death in a case filed over 
the attempted murder 
of Sheikh Hasina in 
Gopalganj about 22 
years ago.

A team of the 
Counter Terrorism and 
Transnational Crime 
unit arrested Azizul 
Haque alias Shahnewaz 
alias Ruman from the 
capital’s Khilkhet area 
Tuesday, CTTC chief 
Asaduzzaman told a 
press briefing at the 
DMP media centre 
yesterday.

On March 23 last 
year, a Dhaka tribunal 
sentenced Azizul and 13 
members of the banned 
militant group Harkat-
ul-Jihad-al-Islami (Huji) 
to death and ordered 
that they be executed 
“publicly” by firing 
squad.

The militants planted 
bombs on the premises 
of Sheikh Lutfor 
Rahman Ideal College 
and near the helipad 
in Kotalipara where 
Hasina, who was then 
prime minister, was 
supposed to address a 
rally on July 22, 2000.

A sedition case was 
lodged against them for 
trying to kill Hasina, by 
planting the 76kg bomb 
which was found on 
July 21.
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Air pollution cuts the average life 
expectancy of a person in Bangladesh 
by almost three years, said a global 
report.

It is higher than in India, Pakistan, 
Bhutan, and Afghanistan. Nepal, with 
air pollution-linked life expectancy 
loss of 3.05 years, is the worst affected 
in this region, according to the 
report released yesterday by US-based 
organisations Health Effects Institute 
and Institute for Health Metrics and 
Evaluation.

The report, titled “State of Global 
Air-2020: How Does Air Pollution 
Affect Life Expectancy around the 
World”, said air pollution’s impact on 
life expectancy is the greatest in less-
developed countries, where many suffer 
a double burden from high outdoor and 
indoor air pollution.

The worst affected countries 

included Papua New Guinea (3.2yrs) and 
Niger (3.1yrs), said the report, prepared 
based on air quality data collected from 
across the world in 2019.

For Bangladesh, the life expectancy 
loss is 2.91 years, said the report, which 
added that 1.16 years is cut short by 
outdoor air pollution while 1.53 years by 
indoor air pollution.

At present, the average life 
expectancy of Bangladeshis is 72.6 
years, according to the Bangladesh 
Bureau of Statistics.

The current levels of air pollution 
have reduced the global life expectancy 
by one year and eight months on 
average, the report also said. “Air 
pollution reduces people’s average 
life expectancy by almost as much as 
tobacco use does.”

The poor air quality of Bangladesh 
often makes global headlines due 
to fossil fuel combustion, biomass 
burning, emissions from unfit vehicles, 

brick kilns and massive development 
works.

The World Air Quality Report 2020, 
released in March last year, said the 
average annual PM 2.5 concentrations 
in the country was 77.1 micrograms 
per cubic metre, which was more 
than two times higher than the WHO 
recommendation.

A 100 percent of Bangladesh’s 
population is in areas that exceed 
the annual WHO guideline for the 
least stringent interim target of 35 
micrograms per cubic meter, it said.

Particulate matter (PM) is the sum of 
all solid and liquid particles suspended 
in air, many of which are hazardous. 
This complex mixture includes both 
organic and inorganic particles, such 
as dust, pollen, soot, smoke, and liquid 
droplets.

To estimate the impact of a 
particular factor on life expectancy, 

3 YEARS CHOPPED OFF
Life expectancy in Bangladesh worse than in India, Pakistan, Bhutan 

due to air pollution, report shows
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CHANDPUR UNIV

139 deeds out 
of malafide 
intention
Attorney general 
tells HC over land 
acquisition 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Attorney General AM 
Amin Uddin yesterday 
told the High Court 
that 139 deeds were 
registered with malafide 
intentions to embezzle 
public money in the name 
of land acquisition for 
the proposed Chandpur 
Science and Technology 
University.

He said this while 
placing arguments on two 
separate writ petitions 
filed by Salim Khan, a local 
union parishad chairman 
in Chandpur, his family 
members and one Jewel.

The writ petitioners 
registered the deeds using 
fabricated documents 
with the price of the land 
hugely inflated, which is 
tantamount to fraudulence 
with the relevant law, the 
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JOY BANGLA 

It’s now 
official
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government 
yesterday issued a gazette 
notification making 
chanting “Joy Bangla” 
slogan mandatory 
during all government 
programmes.

According to the 
notification, constitutional 
post holders, officials and 
staffers of autonomous, 
statutory and all 
government offices at 
home and abroad will 
have to chant the slogan 
after their speeches in 
observation of all national 
days and other state and 
government programmes.

After daily assemblies at 
educational institutions, 
teachers and students will 
have to say “Joy Bangla”. 
They have to do it at rallies 
and seminars as well.

On February 22, the 
cabinet approved “Joy 
Bangla” as the national 
slogan.
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