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Developments
AGENCIES

KHARKIV FIGHTING

Russian paratroopers land in Ukraine’s second 
city amid heavy fighting. Ukrainian officials say 
a hospital has been attacked and the barracks of 
a flight school is on fire after an air strike. “There 
are practically no areas left in Kharkiv where an 
artillery shell has not yet hit,” says Interior Minister 
official Anton Gerashchenko.

BIDEN BRANDS PUTIN 

‘DICTATOR’

US President Joe Biden 
brands Vladimir Putin a 
“dictator” in his annual 
State of the Union address 
as he bans Russian aircraft 
from US airspace with 
Moscow facing economic 

and diplomatic isolation.
CONVOY CONTINUES ITS ADVANCE 

Russia steps up its bombing campaign and missile 
strikes as miles-long Russian military convoy 
continues its advance on Kyiv.
KHERSON: RUSSIA INSIDE CITY

Russian forces claim to have taken the besieged 
Black Sea city of Kherson in the south after its 
mayor admits the port and railway station are in 
Russian hands.
MARIUPOL WITHOUT POWER

Russian attacks leave Mariupol, another Black Sea 
port further to the west without electricity.

CIVILIANS FLEE

More than 836,000 people 
have fled Ukraine since the 
Russian invasion, the UN’s 
refugee agency says, with the 
number rising rapidly.
UN COURT TO HOLD WAR 

HEARINGS

The UN’s International Court 
of Justice says it will hold 

public hearings on March 7 and 8 over Ukraine’s 
allegations of “genocide” by Russia as the General 
Assembly votes on whether to order Russia to 
withdraw its troops.
INDEPENDENT MEDIA BLOCKED

Russia blocks an independent television channel 
and a liberal radio station, tightening a virtual 
media blackout on news of the war.
COMPANIES EXIT RUSSIA

A string of Western companies announce they 
are freezing or scaling back business with Russia, 
including Apple, three of the world’s largest 
shipping companies and energy firms Eni, 
ExxonMobil and Boeing.
RACE FOR CASH

Russians race to withdraw cash after the 
introduction of capital controls and as the ruble 
hovers around record lows against the dollar.

Moscow aims to ‘erase us’
Says Ukraine’s Zelensky on day seven of Russian invasion, tells Putin to ‘just 

stop bombing’ before more talks
AGENCIES

Russia is aiming to erase Ukraine, its 
history and people, President Volodymyr 
Zelensky said in a video yesterday as the 
seventh day of Moscow’s invasion of its 
neighbour started with heavy shelling of 
the Black Sea port of Mariupol.

Moscow switched to strikes on 
Ukrainian cities on Tuesday and appeared 
poised for an advance on Kyiv as the West 
tightened an economic noose around 
Russia in retaliation. 

But Zelensky, unshaven and wearing a 
khaki T-shirt, said the West’s response was 
not enough, calling for more international 
support, including backing Ukraine’s bid to 
join the European Union.

“This is no time to be neutral,” said 

Zelensky, whose defiant and 
emotional tone in regular 
video addresses have 
offered his country 
support and leadership 
in the war, which he 
said killed nearly 6,000 
Russian troops so far.

Referring to the 
Tuesday shelling in 
Kyiv next to Babyn Yar 
- the site of a World War 
Two massacre of tens of 
thousands of Jews by German 
occupation troops and Ukrainian 
auxiliaries - Zelensky said: “This strike 
proves that for many people in Russia our 
Kyiv is absolutely foreign.”

“They don’t know a thing about Kyiv, 

about our history. But they all have 
orders to erase our history, erase 

our country, erase us all.”
Setting out his conditions 

for further talks with Russia, 
Zelensky told Reuters and 
CNN in a joint interview: “It’s 
necessary to at least stop 
bombing people, just stop 

the bombing and then sit 
down at the negotiating table.”

Meanwhile, the United Nations 
General Assembly was set to 

reprimand Russia yesterday over 
its invasion of Ukraine and demand that 
Moscow stop fighting and withdraw 
its military forces, a move that aims to 
diplomatically isolate Russia at the world 
body.

Firefighters work to contain a fire at the Economy Department building of Karazin Kharkiv National University, allegedly hit during 
recent shelling by Russia, yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

KYIV OUTSKIRTS

Ukrainians 
hunt Russian 
saboteurs
AFP, Irpin

The Ukrainian special 
forces commander 
inspected the remains of a 
bridge his teams had blown 
up at the gates of Kyiv 
and explained his strategy 
for fighting Russian 
“saboteurs”.

“We have our agents 
living with the locals,” 
Spear unit commander 
Viktor Chelovan said. “If 
strangers come into our 
villages, people send us 
signals, call us, and we go 
out and take care of these 
saboteurs.”

A fear of Russians 
disguised as locals is 
gradually gripping Ukraine. 
It crept into Kyiv when 
Russian paratroopers 
dropped into a local airfield 
on the northwestern edge 

of the city in the first hours 
of their invasion of Ukraine 
last Thursday.

The precise number 
who landed is unclear. 
But residents of the 
neighbouring village of 
Irpin have been reporting 
strange things in their 
woods ever since.

“We have people who 
look like locals shooting 
at other locals,” said Irpin 
resident Levanchuk.  

Mykola Beleskov of 
Kyiv’s National Institute 
for Strategic Studies said 
Russia was “employing 
special forces of different 
kinds en masse” to try and 
capture the Ukrainian 
capital.


