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First defence
dialogue with
UK today

PORIMOL PALMA

Bangladesh and the UK
will hold the first-ever
defence dialogue in Dhaka
today, as the two countries
seek to take the bilateral
relationship to a strategic
level, amid security
concerns in various parts
of the world.

Apart from defence
purchases, capacity
building of armed
forces, cooperation in
UN peacekeeping, the
war in Ukraine, regional
cooperation, including
the situation in Myanmar
and Afghanistan, will be
discussed, said officials at
the foreign ministry and
UK foreign office.

Brig Gen Husain
Muhammad Masihur
Rahman, director-
general of operations
and Plan Directorate of
Bangladesh Armed Forces
Division (AFD), will lead
Bangladesh’s side, while
Trish Wilson, director
(Indo-Pacific) at the UK
Ministry of Defence,
will lead the UK at the
dialogue, to be held at the
capital’s Alliance Frangaise
de Dhaka.

A foreign ministry
official said Bangladesh
will stress enhancing UK-
Bangladesh relationship
to a strategic level as the
country graduates out of
LDC by 2026.

“We want to improve
our political and trade
relationship, instead of
traditional development
relationship,” he said.

Also, as Bangladesh is
working to harness the

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

at once. They were later buried in this mass grave inside the village.

MINTU DESHWARA

Noria village falls under Kagabala union
in Moulvibazar Sadar upazila, but it
differs from most other villages due to
the atrocities that took place there during
the Liberation War. The “Noria genocide”
is a part of history that reminds us of the
horrors of the nine-month war that started
in this very month of March.

Abinash Chandra Deb (69), a resident of
the village, was only a teenager then. Taken
away by the invading forces, he, fortunately,

"

lived to tell the harrowing tale.

about to start lunch when a group of

village around 2:30pm.

Twenty-six people of Noria village were gunned down by the Pakistan army in 1971. After being lined up together, they were Killed all

‘All I could ask for was water”’

Genocide survivors in Moulvibazar’s Noria village recall
harrowing tales after 50 years

INDOMITABLE

MARCH

An SSC candidate then, Abinash was

Pakistan military from Sherpur camp of
Moulvibazar Sadar upazila entered the

With the assistance of local Razakars,
they entered Noria through Sadhuhati area.

No Selim at
helm aflter

30 years
CPB to elect top leadership

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

After 30 years, Communist Party of Bangladesh
(CPB) s set to elect its top
— — leadership, without Mujahidul
, ' Islam Selim at the helm.

At the end of the party’s
12th congress late Monday
night, delegates clected

the 43-member central
committee, said a party
statement yesterday
afternoon.
The four-day long
congress started in the capital
on Friday.
Since 1993, Selim was either
general secretary or president of the
Marxist party, after most of its leaders left the
party following the Soviet Union’s fall.
That year, former Ducsu Vice-President Selim
SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

CHAKARIA TRAGEDY

Police arrest pick-
up van owner

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

PHOTO: STAR

Police have arrested the owner of the pick-up van --
which on February 8 ran over and killed six brothers
in Cox’s Bazar’s -- from Chakaria upazila’s Purbo
Boro Bheula area yesterday morning.

The arrestee is Mahamudul Haque (40), a
resident of the same area, said Enamul Haque
Chowdhury, PBlinspector in Cox’s Bazar.

Later at noon, he was produced before a Cox’s
Bazar court, the PBl inspector added.

Earlier on February 12, the pick-up van’s driver
Shahidul Islam was arrested from Madaripur.

The driver had no driving licence, but he was
driving several vehicles for the last two years,
according to media reports.

Sensing the military’s presence, people of
the house tried to flee from the south, with
many hiding in nearby bushes, forests and
jute fields.

But the invaders got a hold of almost
all of them. “I was caught alongside them.
The assailants gathered all of us on the
south side of our homestead,” he told this
correspondent. Soon, the military started
firing shots.

“In the blink of an eye, everyone fell. I
just remember the sound of many shots in
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