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potential of its maritime 
boundary, it will need 
equipment, including naval 
ships, he said.

UK High Commissioner 
Robert Chatterton Dickson 
said the UK would prioritise 
three issues: international 
security, capacity building 
of Bangladesh Armed 
Forces and sales of UK 
defence equipment. 
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a row. I fell too, and lied 
with the pile of corpses for 
a while,” Abinash recalled.

The Pakistan army then 
set piles of straw ablaze.

“I don’t know how long 
I lied there, but then I 
heard a village girl asking if 
anyone was alive.”

“All I could ask for was 
some water.” The girl went 
and fetched drinking water 
from a nearby canal.  By the 
time he could stand up, he 
could feel injuries on both 
his legs and that he was 
bleeding from the wounds.

“On that day, 26 people, 
including seven from my 
family, were martyred at 
the same place. 19 houses 
and six cattle rooms were 
set on fire and looted.” The 
bodies were later buried in 
a mass grave in the village.

Ankar Mia, another 
survivor of the massacre, 
said, “Abinash’s family 
were quite wealthy. The fire 
set at their barn burned for 
almost two weeks, turning 
everything into dust.”

“Noria is all peace and 
quiet today. Our Hindu-
Muslim harmony is 
unparalleled,” Ankar said.

Despite this, the village 
still suffers from the 
massacre’s aftermath. The 
families that went destitute 
are yet to get back to their 
feet, hoping to this day 
that the government comes 
forward to help them.

They also demand a 
memorial to remember 
the genocide of May 8, 
1971, on the same spot 
of its occurrence, where 
a slaughterhouse stands 
today.
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Prof Hadiuzzaman, director 
of Buet’s Accident Research 
Institute, who was also on 
the meeting’s participant 
list, said many decisions 
were taken at meetings. 
“But those decisions are 
being implemented at 
snail’s pace.” 

“Problems regarding 
road safety and their 
solution is very much known 
to all. Implementation 
of recommendations 
is more important 
instead of making new 
recommendations and 
policy spending people’s 
money,” he added.

In 2021, a total of 5,088 
people were killed in 5,472 
road crashes, says the 
police report. However, the 
figures are much lesser 
than those compiled by 
road safety organisations.

Operation of a higher 
number of small vehicles, 
including motorcycles and 
illegal three-wheelers, and 
poor monitoring amid 
the pandemic has been 
blamed for the rise in the 
number of accidents and 
fatalities.

Alongside, the 
government’s failure to 
develop a robust public 
transport system and 
lack of implementation 
of recommendations, 
including training drivers, 
were also blamed.
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was  elected general 
secretary of the party. He 
was later re-elected to the  
post several times till 2012, 
when he was elected as 
president.

The  party congress had 
decided that year that no 
leaders shall be elected  
president and general 
secretary more than twice.

During  the 12th 
Congress, there were 
proposals to bring a change 
regarding  this policy, but 
they were withdrawn in the 
end, said several delegates.

Before this, Selim was 
in the 43-member central 
committee that was elected 
by delegates of the congress.   

The  committee 
comprises of 11 new faces, 
including Kaberi Gayen, 
Aslam  Khan, Manabendra 

Deb, Lucky Akter, Nimai 
Ganguly, Motaleb Molla, 
Ainun  Nahar Lipi and Abid 
Hossain.

While the outgoing 
committee had six women, 
the new one has nine.

The  new committee 
will sit in a meeting 
on Friday to elect the 
new  president, general 
secretary, presidium and 
other secretariat members.  
Several top CPB leaders 
said there are discussions 
that either Mohammad  
Shah Alam or Mrinal 
Chowdhury can become 
president.

Meanwhile,  anyone 
among Ruhin Hossain 
Prince, Abdullah Al Kafee 
Ratan, Sazzad Zahir  
Chandan and Mihir Gosh 
can become general 
secretary.
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