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Putin’s plan is 
full victory by 
March 2
Says Russian ex-official
ALJAZEERA ONLINE

Andrei Fedorov, former deputy Russian 
foreign minister, has told Al Jazeera the 
next few days are key in Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine as President Putin’s initial 
order was to “complete the military 
operation with a victory by March 2”.

Fedorov said on Sunday he was hopeful 
of announced talks between the two 
countries as Moscow continues its full-
scale assault on its neighbour.

 “I know the position of my friends 
in Kyiv and the leadership of Ukraine. 
They’re ready to sit and to talk, but 
without precondition,” he said. Fedorov 
also said the resistance in Ukraine and 
sanctions put in place by the West have 
been stronger than what Russia predicted 
before the violence started.

 “As I said once … please, because I 
know Ukraine, no one will meet Russian 
troops with flowers. This is a reality,” he 
told Al Jazeera.

EU scrambles for 
refugee response

AFP, Brussels

The European Union on Sunday moved 
to coordinate a welcome for hundreds 
of thousands of Ukrainians fleeing the 
Russian invasion, talking notably about 
offering them temporary protection status.

More than 500,000 Ukrainians have 
crossed into the EU since the start of the 
offensive on Thursday, according to the 
UNHCR. Half of them entered Poland, its 
government said.

A meeting of EU interior ministers 
raised the possibility of giving Ukrainians 
status under an as yet unused 2001 
Temporary Protection Directive that 
would allow them to live and work in the 
European Union for up to three years.

“A very big majority” of ministers were 
in favour of rapidly activating that option, 
said French Interior Minister Gerald 
Darmanin, whose country holds the 
rotating EU presidency.

Under cooperation agreements, 
Ukrainians with passports bearing 
biometric data are allowed to enter the 
EU without a visa and stay for up to three 

months.
But EU Home Affairs Commissioner 

Ylva Johansson said the bloc needed 
to be ready to host them beyond that 
duration -- and that it needed to prepare 
for potentially “millions” of arrivals from 
Ukraine.

“It would be the right time to use the 
Temporary Protection Directive,” she said.

The directive was originally drawn 
up for refugees from the conflicts that 
wracked the former Yugoslavia, with 
provisions for handling a massive inflow 
of people and measures to distribute them 
across the EU’s 27 nations.
Belgium was on the forefront of the member 
states calling for the protection directive 
to be applied. ”At this historical moment 
we need to take the right decision. Taking 
the right decision means... the Temporary 
Protection Directive being put in place,” 
Belgian Immigration Minister Sammy 
Mahdi said.
For the tool to be used, though, a qualified 
majority of EU states -- 15 of the 27 countries 
representing a total of at least 65 percent of 
the bloc’s population -- need to back it.

WESTERN COLLABORATORS

Taliban begin 
house searches
AGENCIES

The Taliban have been carrying out extensive house 
searches around the Afghan capital, according to 
residents, a policy the group’s spokesman said was 
to detect criminal activity but that some Western 
diplomats said had targeted ordinary citizens.

Taliban administration spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid said the searches were part of a “clearing 
operation” and that houses were only raided if there 
was a specific report of possible criminal activity, 
reports Reuters.

The operation has alarmed many who fear 
being targeted because of their association with 
the previous Western-backed regime or the US-led 
foreign forces who finally withdrew on August 31. 
Some irate residents posted videos on social media 
showing homes they said had been trashed during 
Taliban searches.

Police officers check people from a suspicious car they stopped, as Russia’s invasion of Ukraine continues, in Kyiv, Ukraine yesterday. 
Blasts were heard before dawn in Kyiv and Kharkiv, Ukrainian authorities said yesterday. But Russian ground forces’ attempts to 
capture major urban centres had been repelled, they added. PHOTO: AFP

We should be worried that a state like Russia believes that the rules don’t 
apply to them, whether that is invading Ukraine or using nerve agent in 

Salisbury, but fundamentally a deterrent is what it is, a deterrent.

British Defence Minister Ben Wallace

‘Glory to 

Ukraine’
Thousands 
march against 
Russian 
invasion

AFP, Berlin

Dressed in the blue and 
yellow of Ukraine’s flag and 
bearing posters like “No 
World War 3” and “Russians 
go home”, hundreds of 
thousands of people took 
to the streets worldwide 
denouncing Russia’s 
invasion of its neighbour.

From Berlin to Baghdad, 
from Washington to Saint 
Petersburg, demonstrators 
on Sunday chanted 
“shame” against Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
while others waved banners 
with slogans like “Putin 
murderer” or “stop the 
monster”.

In the German capital, 
police estimated turnout to 
be at least 100,000, while 
Prague drew 70,000 and 
Amsterdam 15,000.

Organisers of the 
Berlin protest put the 
numbers at five times 
the police estimate, with 
demonstrators massing at 
the Brandenburg Gate, a 
stone’s throw away from the 
imposing Russian embassy.

Although the embassy -- 
in which Russian diplomats 
both work and live -- was 
cordoned off by police, 
some protesters gathered 
in front shouting “glory 
to Ukraine” and singing 
Ukrainian songs.

In Russia’s second city 
of Saint Petersburg, around 
400 people gathered in 
defiance of strict protest 
laws.

In the US capital, a few 
thousand people waved 
Ukrainian and American 
flags in front of the White 
House as they urged 
President Joe Biden to 
do more to halt Putin’s 
aggression.

INVASION OF UKRAINE

Developments
AGENCIES

KYIV ATTACKS REBUFFED
Ukraine’s army says it fought off several attempts 
by Russian forces to storm the outskirts of Kyiv 
overnight with the capital also hit by three 
missile strikes.
KHARKIV HOLDING OUT
Large explosions are also heard in the second city 
Kharkiv in the east where the defenders beat back 
Russian armoured vehicles that entered the city 
early Sunday.
NUCLEAR OPTION
The West slams Russian President Vladimir Putin 

for putting his nuclear 
forces on alert, with 
Germany saying it was 
because his invasion “has 
been halted” by fierce 
Ukrainian resistance.
RUSSIANS ‘SLOWED’
Ukraine claims it has 
inflicted 4,300 casualties 
and that Russia’s 
offensive has “slowed” 
with Washington saying 
Moscow has yet to grab 

control of the skies.
MOSCOW GAINS IN SOUTH
However, the Russians are making headway in 
the south with Kyiv admitting that the Black Sea 
city of Berdyansk had fallen with Kherson on the 
other side of Crimea also besieged. Moscow has 
now almost forged a corridor along the Black Sea 
linking Crimea with separatist-held Donetsk.
352 CIVILIANS KILLED
Kyiv says 352 civilians have been killed, including 
14 children, since the invasion began last 
Thursday. Russia has acknowledged for the first 
time that it has suffered losses.
CHINA CALLS FOR DE-ESCALATION
Beijing yesterday called for de-escalation and 
“restraint” over the Ukraine crisis. China has trod 

a cautious diplomatic 
tightrope on the crisis as 
it tries to balance its core 
foreign policy line -- that 
a country’s sovereignty 
is sacrosanct and others 
should not interfere -- 
with its support for close 
ally Moscow.
BELARUS TALKS 
Ukraine holds out no 
great hope after agreeing 

to talks with Russia in Belarus -- the launchpad 
for attacks on Kyiv. “But let them try,” says 
President Volodymyr Zelensky.
TURKEY MAY BLOCK STRAITS
Turkey says it is implementing the treaty giving 
it the power to limit warships passing through 
the Dardanelles and the Bosphorus straits to the 
Black Sea after Ukraine appealed to Ankara to 
close it to Russian ships.
MEDICAL OXYGEN RUNNING OUT: WHO
Ukraine is running out of oxygen supplies that 
critically ill people need, the World Health 
Organization said, calling for safe passage for 
emergency imports as combat rages.


