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the time of death, leaves 
behind a wife and three 
sons.

His body would 
be brought back to 
Bangladesh tomorrow, 
said his eldest son Syed 
Mohammed Tanvir.

His first namaz-e-
janaza would be held at 
the Chattogram EPZ in the 
morning of March 2 and 
another one after Zuhr 
prayers at the Jamiautul 
Falah Jame Mosque in the 
port city.

He will be buried at 
the family graveyard in 
Sitakunda.

Nasir, who was born 
at Salimpur village in 
Sitakunda of Chittagong 
district, had been an 
entrepreneur since the 
1960s. 

In 1984, he founded NZN 
Fashion in Chattogram with 
only 200 workers. It later 
expanded to eight factories 
in Chattogram employing 
about 35,000 people. 

“The country, especially 
Chattogram, lost a 
guardian,” said Mahbubul 
Alam, president of the 
Chittagong Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry.

He was one of 
the pioneers of the 
garment sector, creating 
employment opportunities 
and industrial development 
in the country.

“His dream was to lead 
the country’s garment 
sector to the highest 
position in the world,” 
Alam added.

Nasir had been awarded 
the national export 
trophy 24 times for his 
contribution to exports and 
has been a commercially 
important person for many 
years. He also received the 
prestigious Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujib Industrial 
Award-2020.

He was awarded the 
“Business Person of the 
Year” in The Daily Star-
DHL Bangladesh Business 
Awards in 2006.
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Ahmed’s comment came 
while delivering the 20th 
Nurul Matin Memorial 
Lecture on Ethics in 
Banking.

On paper, there has 
been a slight drop in the 
incidence of default loans 
since 2018. But that is not 
based on any meaningful 
reform and therefore does 

not reflect an improvement 
in the financial health 
of the banking sector or 
improved banking sector 
ethics.

“Most unfortunately, the 
government has chosen not 
to face the challenge of the 
worsening loan portfolio 
of the banking sector by 
introducing sustainable 
reforms but has opted for 

cosmetic actions to hide 
the magnitude of the real 
problem.”

Frequent loan write-
offs and a softening of 
loan classification must be 
avoided, and the finance 
ministry must not get 
involved in providing 
political cover to powerful 
loan defaulters, Ahmed 
added.

HC asks ACC 
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containing his arguments 
on the issue by March 8.

During yesterday’s 
hearing, the ACC blasted 
The Daily Star and 
the Prothom Alo for 
publishing reports on the 
termination of Sharif.

“The Prothom Alo did 
magical yellow journalism 
and The Daily Star was also 
near to it in the name of 
investigative journalism, 
as they arbitrarily 
published the statements 
and comments of Sharif 
Uddin, but concealed 
the main portion of the 
statement made by the 
ACC secretary,” ACC’s 
lawyer Khurshid claimed 
before the HC.

He also alleged that the 
Prothom Alo ran reports 
on land acquisition in 
Cox’s Bazar based on 
information provided by 
Sharif.

“How this newspaper 
got the information 
should be probed,” said 
the lawyer.

He added that The Daily 
Star in its report did not 
mention the HC verdict 
which ruled that the ACC 
official has no authority to 
freeze anyone’s property 
without permission from 
the court concerned.

Sharif has ordered to 
freeze bank accounts of 
33 people ignoring the HC 
directive. By doing this, 
he has committed gross 
misconduct for which he 
has been removed from 
service, the ACC lawyer 
claimed.

Khurshid said BNP 
Secretary General Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir 
and TIB Executive 
Director Iftekharuzzaman 
also made statements 
to cover Sharif and they 
should be directed to 
show causes.

On Wednesday, 10 
Supreme Court lawyers, 
led by Shishir Manir, 
submitted the petition 
requesting the HC to 
pass necessary orders to 
uphold the independent 
and impartial image of 
the corruption watchdog.

They said allegations 
against Sharif and counter 
allegations against the 
ACC over his sacking have 
damaged the image of the 
commission.
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should stop eating red 
meat altogether? Or 
can we remain healthy 
by consuming red meat 
within a limit?

According to the World 
Cancer Research Fund, we 
should limit our intake of 
red meat to three ounces per 
day and 21 ounces per week.

Researchers also 
suggest that we should not 
consume any processed 
meat at all.

On the other hand, 
American health coach 
and nutritionist Cassidy 
Gundersen says that 
we should abandon 
consumption of red meat 
altogether as the food 
values of red meat can be 
found in better form and 
greater amounts in many 
other food items.

According to a 2012 
study by Harvard School of 
Public Health, eating red 
meat increases the risk of 
dying prematurely by 12 
percent.

For processed meats like 
hot dogs and sausages, each 
daily serving increased the 
risk of death by 20 percent, 
the study suggested.

Meat can be a valuable 
source of nutrients, in 
particular protein, iron, 
zinc and vitamin B12. 
However, eating meat is 
not an essential part of a 
healthy diet. People who 
choose to go meat-free, may 
obtain adequate amounts 
of nutrients through careful 
food selection.

3 divs lag behind in Covid inoculation
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“We will continue the 
special campaign in 
several places where 
the local target has not 
been reached,” Shamsul 
Haque, member secretary 
of the National Covid-19 
Vaccine Management Task 
force, told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

To reach the national 
target of inoculating 70 
percent of the people 
with at least one shot, the 
DGHS suspended the usual 
requirement of an online 

registration on February 16.
The special campaign, 

initially planned for just 
Saturday, was extended 
as vaccinators across the 
country were overwhelmed 
by crowds turning up at the 
booths.

On Saturday, around 1.12 
crore people took their first 
jab while around 19.34 lakh 
people received their first 
jab on Sunday.

Dr Shamsul said around 
two crore people aged 12 
and over were yet to be 
vaccinated.

Meanwhile, more than 
half the people who received 
the first dose were yet to get 
their second one, according 
to the DGHS data.

Experts said vaccination 
targets should be achieved 
in all regions as early as 
possible to make the best of 
the vaccination campaign.

“The campaign has 
been strengthened, but it 
needs to be well-planned. 
The health directorate has 
decades-long experience; 
they can make micro-
plans to reach the people 

proportionately,” Mushtuq 
Hussain, consultant of the 
Institute of Epidemiology, 
Disease Control and 
Research (IEDCR), told The 
Daily Star yesterday.

The government 
originally had a target to 
inoculate 80 percent of the 
people aged 18 and above 
by the end of 2021. Amid 
disruptions in vaccine 
supply, the government on 
January 20, announced 
plans to vaccinate 70 
percent of the population 
aged 12 and above.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Nilphamari

Massive tobacco cultivation 
is going on in the proposed 
command area of Barendra 
Multipurpose Development 
Authority (BMDA) at Mahabbat 
Bazitpara village in Nilphamari 
Sadar upazila as BMDA is yet to 
activate full swing irrigation in 
the concerned project.

The situation is such as 
the contractor has been 
making delays to complete the 
construction of the project’s 
irrigation network to facilitate 
Boro cultivation.

The Agriculture Department 
and BMDA strongly discourage 
tobacco cultivation and do not 
provide any logistic support 
due to its adverse effects on the 
environment and human health.

BMDA zonal office sources 
in Nilphamari informed that 
they appointed a contractor 
to implement a new irrigation 
project in Bazitpara village in 
the current fiscal year to supply 
water to 150-200 acres of land to 
facilitate the cultivation of Boro 
and other recommended crops 
extracting waters from nearby 
Burikhora river.

By this time, a one-kilometre-
long underground pipeline has 
already been set up but the 
construction works of many 
outlets, reservoirs and drawing 
electric connection remain 
incomplete.

The incomplete works thus 
stand on the way to start smooth 

irrigation to farmers in the 
present Boro season which is 
going to expire shortly.

Farmers said finding no way, 
they cultivated tobacco in the 
proposed project area as it needs 
less irrigation, availability of free 
technical support and interest-
free loans offered by big tobacco 
companies.

BMDA though selected a 
president cum operator of 
farmers’ group and set a target to 
irrigate 150-200 acres, the slow 
pace of work makes the desired 
goal a far cry, beneficiary farmers 
said.

The farmers said they knew 
that BMDA would not allow 
tobacco cultivation in its 
command area but despite 
knowing the harmful effects of 
tobacco cultivation, they have 
cultivated it as it will enable them 
to buy foodstuff for their families.

Farmer Fuad Ali who 
cultivated tobacco on two bighas 
of land said it is uncertain how 
long it would take to start the 
irrigation. 

“Soil of the village is good 
for tobacco and we have been 
cultivating it for years,” said 
another farmer Azaharul Islam.

Mofizul Islam Montu, 
president cum operator of the 
farmers’ group, said they were 
optimistic to get irrigation water 
in the present Boro season.

The Assistant engineer 
and also in-charge of BMDA 
in Nilphamari zone Alamgir 
Md Ruhul Islam said “Farmers 
cultivated tobacco in the 
proposed command area as we 
are yet to commence irrigation. 
The project though was supposed 
to start from 2021-2022 fiscal 
year, farmers are likely to get full 
irrigation from next year.”

Farmers in Nilphamari Sadar are opting for tobacco cultivation due to delay in laying the irrigation 
network of Barendra Multipurpose Development Authority (BMDA). PHOTO: STAR

Tobacco cultivation booms 

in lieu of Boro
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