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Divisional Fisheries Office 
sources have confirmed 
that this year, anglers from 
these six districts will be 
provided 40kg of river per 
VGF card.

But the anglers maintain 
that this is not enough for 
two months. 

Israil Pandit, president 

of Barishal District Small 
Fishermen’s Association, 
said, “Only 40 kg of rice is 
insufficient to get through 
the two months of the 
ban. Each angler needs to 
be given a minimum of 
150kg.”
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considerable doubt that 
the Election Commission 
will be able to conduct 
fair, impartial and credible 
elections.”

He said this at a press 
conference that followed 
the party’s presidium 
meeting at the JP chief’s 
office at the capital’s 
Banani.

M e a n w h i l e , 
Gonoshasthaya Kendra 
founder Dr Zafrullah 
Chowdhury thanked the 
government for choosing 
the Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) from 
the list that he gave the 
search committee.

Thanking Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina and 
President Abdul Hamid, he 
said the government did 
a good job by appointing 
Kazi Habibul Awal as the 
CEC. 

“I ask all opposition 
parties, including BNP, to 
accept the CEC. The new 
CEC will not do anything 
bad. He is a brave and 
honest man,” he told the 
media. 

Zafrullah also called 
upon everyone to help the 
new commission.

“I suggested his 

name without having a 
conversation with him 
beforehand. I know him 
personally. He did ground-
breaking work when he was 
the defense secretary,” he 
added.

“After he became the 
secretary, he saw that 
while other forces, people, 
entrepreneurs, and various 
institutions of the state 
paid electricity bill at the 
current price, army paid 
the bills at the rate set in 
1972. Noticing this, Habibul 
Awal intervened and made 
the army pay the bills at the 
current price like everyone 
else,” he recounted. 

“This made many angry 
with him, but he did not 
move from his position,” 
Zafrullah said.

He also said the 
government won’t be able 
to exert too much influence 
on the new CEC due to this 
honesty.

“If the Chief Election 
Commissioner can do 
something good with those 
who are in the Election 
Commission, maybe we 
can get out of our political 
crisis. I will ask all the 
opposition parties to 
accept him,” Zafrullah said.
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The prize-giving ceremony of the contest of “Dan Cake Capture your Unbound 
Happy Moment” was held at The Daily Star Centre on Saturday. The winners 
received action cams and gift hampers. The team of Dan Foods Ltd along with the 
members from The Daily Star and Geeky Social were present at the event.
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