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Rotary International District 3281 provided scholarship to children growing up 
in Family Like Care of SOS Bangladesh, celebrating the 117th anniversary of 
Rotary International on February 23. A cheque for Tk 2 lakh was handed over to 
the national director of SOS Children’s Villages Bangladesh by District Governor 
Barrister Mutasim Billah Faruqui. PHOTO: COLLECTED

Razia Lohani 
passes away
CITY DESK

Razia Lohani, 
former head-
teacher of 
Kamrunnesa 
School and 
lecturer 
of Eden 
Mohila College and Home 
Economics College, passed 
away at a hospital in Dhaka 
yesterday. She was 96, said 
a press release.

She left behind her only 
daughter Soomna Lohani, 
son-in-law Mohammad 
Ali and granddaughter 
Ambreen Lohani.

She was wife of famous 
actor, director, reciter 
and writer late Fateh 
Lohani and sister-in-
law of renowned editor, 
journalist and anchor late 
Fazle Lohani and famous 
singer and professor late 
Husna Banu Khanam.

Disaster if
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that the Americans will not 
take part -- this made the 
Russians more confident. 
If Ukraine was a member of 
Nato, the attack would not 
have happened.

DS: What does the 
immediate future look for 
Ukraine because Russia is 
attacking from all sides?

Melnyk: If we can 
withstand the aggression 
for the next few days, it will 
be much easier for us to 
achieve victory. 

Russians were counting 
on a few hours’ battle but 
all they could occupy was 
some small towns in the 
north, south and east. They 
are getting close to the 
capital. 

If Ukraine stands this 
aggression, I expect a 
frontline that will divide 
Ukraine into two parts: 
the Russia-occupied part 
and the free part. Then, 
depending on the situation, 
there will be negotiations 
and peace treaties. 

The crucial thing now 
is to save the capital. If the 
capital falls, that means the 
president of Ukraine will 
be captured and Russians 
can declare a puppet 
president who will sign any 
document the Russians 
give them.

DS: Ultimately, does 
Putin want to set up a pro-
Russian government?

Melnyk: Yes, that’s right. 
The most realistic thing he 
could do is occupy a part 
of the country and include 
it in Russia and create a 
puppet state authority that 
Nazi Germany did during 
World War II.

DS: What is your urgent 
call to the world?

Melnyk: If the world 
sits back and watch the 
situation as if it is a TV 
show, it will be a disaster for 
Ukraine and the rest of the 
world. You can spread the 
message of peace, condemn 
Russian aggression, go to 
the Russian embassy and 
demonstrate, and support 
the Ukrainian army with a 
symbolic fund.

DS: Do you think there 
are enough emergency 
services in Ukraine to 
handle the casualties?

Melnyk: Of course not 
-- we need humanitarian 
support and aid. We 
expect help from our 
neighbouring countries 
and the rest of the world.

None can 
sever Indo-
Bangla ties
Say speakers
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Rajshahi

No evil force will be able to 
destroy Bangladesh-India 
relations, speakers said at 
a programme in Rajshahi 
yesterday.

They said communal 
and anti-liberation forces 
always tried to ruin the 
bilateral relations but have 
never succeeded.

Speakers from both 
countries said this 
while addressing a civic 
reception at the 5th 
Bangladesh-India Cultural 
Meet held at Green Plaza of 
Rajshahi Nagar Bhaban. 

Agriculture Minister 
Muhammad Abdur 
Razzaque was present as 
chief guest.

Friends of Bangladesh 
organised the three-day 
event, with assistance 
from Rajshahi City 
Corporation, attended by 
politicians, educationists, 
professionals, bureaucrats 
and journalists.

Among others, State 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 
Muhammad Shahriar 
Alam, Indian High 
Commissioner Vikram K 
Doraiswami and Rajshahi 
Mayor Khairuzzaman 
Liton spoke at the event.

No place
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“We are sincerely trying to 
serve people. We are trying 
to build a service oriented 
force,” he said. 

“We need cooperation 
and advice from you all,” he 
added.

Presided over by 
Shafiqul, Home Minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan was 
present at the programme 
as chief guest. 

Among others, Inspector 
General of Police Benazir 
Ahmed and home ministry 
senior secretary Akhtar 
Hossain were present at 
the programme as special 
guests.

Earlier, a procession was 
brought out from the DMP 
headquarters on Mintu 
Road that ended at the 
police lines.

Are they
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the driver to get more 
information, he added.

Contacted, Bangladesh 
Road Transport Workers 
Federation General 
Secretary Osman Ali said 
as per Road Transport Act-
2018, if a vehicle does not 
have updated documents, 
then its owner would also 
be made responsible for 
any accident. 

“We also want punitive 
action against drivers to be 
taken upon investigation,” 
he told The Daily Star.

New home, old problems
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collected from zamindar 
houses, mainly those 
in Mymensingh’s 
Muktagacha, Atharabari 
and Gouripur. 

Md Saiful Islam, office 
assistant at the museum, 
said there are 22 rooms at 
the lodge, of which three 
are for displaying exhibits 
and two office purposes.

Earlier, the museum 
had been at Bagan Bari 
of Zamindar Madan Babu 

on Amrita Babu Road 
for about 50 years. It was 
established by the district 
administration in 1969 to 
preserve the relics, which 
include sculptures, metal 
and wooden works, and 
other objects of interest.

Initially run by 
Mymensingh municipality, 
it was later put under 
management of 
Department of Archaeology 
in 1989 through a gazette 
notification. 

Contacted, Sabina 
Yasmin, the museum’s 
assistant custodian, said, 
“Many items are currently 
stored away and would be 
put on display after getting 
showcases.” Authorities, 
however, do not know 
the exact time-frame for 
getting all the resources. 

“The museum’s revenue 
is around Tk 1,00,000 per 
month, which was beyond 
imagination before shifting 
to this location,” she said.


