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first ran over the seven 
brothers and another 
sister, before turning back 
and running over them 
once again. However, this 
was not mentioned in the 
FIR, the parishad leader 
claimed.

Rana said Santosh 
Shil, a paternal uncle of 
the brothers, provided 
this information to the 
parishad leaders during a 
visit to the family’s house.

Rana also questioned 
who and under whose 
instigation was the case 
filed under Road Transport 
Act. He alleged that before 
the accident took place 
on February 8, miscreants 
had attacked the victims’ 
house on January 28 over 
constructing a temple at 

the premises of their house. 
He said the attackers 
physically assaulted Suresh 
Shil and his two sons 
Champak and Plabon. 
Suresh died two days later 
in the aftermath of the 
attacks.

Rana also mentioned 
that after the family’s 
relative Ujjwal Shil posted 
a news item over the issue 
on social media, asking 
“Was it an accident or a 
pre-planned murder?”, 
he received a threat in the 
form of an audio clip from 
a social media profile.

“We think there is a 
connection between all 
these things,” Rana told 
the conference. “We hope 
the officials will investigate 
properly, taking all of this 
into consideration.”

Why is CMCH paying   
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mutton, Tk 270 for rui fish, 
Tk 265 for mrigal fish, Tk 
170 for pangasius fish and 
Tk 170 for nilotica fish.

In Contrast, Rahad 
Enterprise offered Tk 320 
for chicken, Tk 938 for 
mutton, Tk 308 for rui, Tk 
292 for mrigal, Tk 195 for 
pangasius, and Tk 195 for 
nilotica. According to ACC 
report, Rahad Enterprise is 
a member of the syndicate, 
and the prices mentioned 
in the tender were higher 
than those in the local 
market.

Mohammed Ismail, a 
meat seller at Sholoshahar 
CDA Karnaphuli Market, 
said they were recently 
selling one kilo of dressed 
broiler chicken for Tk 240 
to 250.

Sumon Mia, owner of 
Nadia Meat in the city’s 
Muradpur area, said 
they were selling dressed 
mutton for Tk 850 per kilo.

All the traders said 
prices are even lower for 
anyone buying in bulk.

Abul Kashem, a 
Chattogram representative 
of Hasan Enterprise, 
acknowledged that they 
somehow missed providing 
the original copy of the 
bank statement with other 
documents.

“There is a provision 
in the PPR [public 
procurement reform] act 

to give time for documents, 
but authorities did not 
grant that,” Kashem said.

Contacted, Mohammad 
Hasan Kabir, owner of 
Rahad Enterprise, said, 
“The hospital authorities 
have given us the work 
order after verifying the 
[price] list.”

Asked about the high 
prices, he said, “ We have set 
the prices after considering 
aspects like market 
situation and profits.”

He also refuted the 
allegation of manipulation.

Gazi Mohammad Zakir 
Hossain, chairperson of 
the tender evaluation 
committee and professor 
of the hospital’s urology 
department, said, “It’s true 
that Hasan Enterprise had 
provided the lowest price. 
But they had a problem 
with bank documents, 
which are essential.”

CMCH Director Brig Gen 
Shamim Ahsan told The 
Daily Star that he was not 
aware of any irregularities. 
“If we find any anomalies 
in the tender process, we 
will take necessary actions 
against those involved.”

Regular
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conclusively prove regular 
meat-eating increased the 
risk of cancer.

Smoking and body fat 
could also help explain 
the differences found, they 
said.

OTHER FINDINGS OF 

THE STUDY

Those who eat lesser 
amounts of meat had a 
nine percent lower risk of 
developing bowel cancer 
than regular meat-eaters.

Vegetarian women were 
18 percent less likely to 
develop postmenopausal 
breast cancer than those 
who ate meat regularly.

Vegetarian men have 
a 31 percent lower risk 
of prostate cancer while 
among male pescatarians 
it is 20 percent lower.

“The results … suggest 
that specific dietary 
behaviours such as low 
meat [and] vegetarian or 
pescatarian diets can have 
an impact on reducing the 
risk of certain cancers; in 
this case bowel, breast and 
prostate,” The Guardian 
quoted Dr Giota Mitrou, 
director of research and 
innovation at World 
Cancer Research Fund 
International (WCRF), 
which co-funded the study 
with Cancer Research UK.

Dhaka came
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opened fire on the 
processions, and many 
protesters were killed. 
Shafiqur Rahman was shot 
dead on the day.

A leaflet was published 
on the same day 
condemning police firing. 
Abdul Matin signed the 
leaflet. Protesters burned 
down the Jubilee Press. The 
Morning News used to be 
published from that press. 
The movement of February 
21 was basically a student 
movement. It turned into 
a mass movement the next 
day. 

The residents of 
Old Dhaka, who had 
earlier been against the 
language movement, 
actively participated in the 
movement this time. Dhaka 
city came to a standstill due 
to the ongoing strike.   

Ahmed Rafiq was a 
student of Dhaka Medical 
College during the 
language movement. He 
actively participated in the 
movement.

Source:  Bhasha Andolon 
Shatchallish theke Baanna 
(Ed. Mostofa Kamal, 
Bangladesh Co-operative 
Book Society Ltd, 1987)

Translated by 
Shamsuddoza Sajen

Australia
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present at the event.
BOESL MD Billal Hossain 
said the new MoU has 
opened the gate to 
Australia for Bangladeshi 
IT professionals.

“Through this, we have 
only initiated arranging 
jobs for the IT sector. 
We are contacting more 
companies so Bangladeshis 
in other sectors can also 
get jobs in Australia,” he 
said.

Sterning CEO Joseph 
Merz said Australia 
has huge shortage of 
IT professionals, and 
Bangladesh can help meet 
the demand. 

Aiming to develop
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Earlier, the minister held a 
meeting with Assam’s chief 
minister.

During the meeting, 
they discussed capacity 
building of Chattogram 
port, which included 
improving navigability to 
increase waterway trade.

Resumption of air 
connectivity between 
Dhaka and Gawhati and 
Dhaka and Cox’s Bazar 
via Agartala also came up 

during the meeting.
To increase connectivity 

with Assam, the minister 
said a discussion was held 
on how to link Bangladesh 
with the traditional 
railway network of Assam 
and development of road 
connectivity.

The minister  has been 
visiting the Indian states 
of Tripura and Assam since 
February 23. The visit will 
end today.

The Surma does not evoke the same awe as it used to. As endless piles of garbage keep flowing into the river, 
the river is almost becoming unnavigable, while its water is near-unusable. This puts livelihoods that depend 
on the river under immense uncertainty. This photo was taken yesterday from Sylhet’s Kazir Bazar area. 
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