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Just a day before Khulna’s book fair kicks off, workers were seen putting finishing touches on the stalls yesterday. This is the 18th 
edition of the fair and will have 101 stalls for readers to browse through. The photo was taken from the premises of Divisional Govt 
Public Library at the city’s Boyra area. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

Bangladeshi 
student dies 
in Azerbaijan
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Rajshahi

A Bangladeshi student 
reportedly died in 
Azerbaijan’s Ganja city on 
Wednesday.

Family members of 
Ferdousi Khatun Ria 
confirmed her death, 
and said as there is no 
Bangladeshi embassy in 
the country, they were 
trying to bring back her 
body through Bangladeshi 
embassy in Iran.

However, Bangladeshi 
community members 
in Azerbaijan raised 
allegations of murder 
and demanded a proper 
investigation.

Ria was the daughter 
of Abu Bakar Siddique, 
a straw businessman 
of Kathalbaria area in 
Rajshahi’s Puthia.

OC Suhrawardi Hossain 
of Puthia Police Station 
said they were assisting 
Ria’s family for contacting 
the foreign ministry to 
bring her body back home.

Ria completed her 
school in Puthia, colleges 
in Dhaka before going 
to Azerbaijan three 
years ago to study law 
on scholarship, said her 
brother Md Forman.

“My younger brother 
received her death 
news from Bangladeshi 
community members in 
Azerbaijan,” he said.

The news of her death 
went viral on social 
media where Bangladeshi 
community members 
in Azerbaijan claimed 
that her body bore injury 
marks.  They also said Ria 
was having issues with one 
of her colleagues at her job 
in a coffee shop.

They reported that Ria 
was taken to a hospital in 
Ganja with injuries on her 
head, hands and legs on 
Tuesday evening.

Lion dies at 
Dulahazra 
Safari Park
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Cox’s Bazar

A lion died on Wednesday 
at Dulahazra Safari Park in 
Cox’s Bazar’s Chakaria.

The Asiatic lion, named 
Sohel, was 24. According 
to park officials, Sohel 
had been suffering from 
old-age complications for 
around four years. 

They found Sohel dead 
inside its designated 
enclosure in the afternoon, 
said Mazaharul Islam, in-
charge of the park. 

The lion was brought to 
Dulahazra from Dhaka zoo 
in 2004 when it was four.

ILLEGAL BRICK KILNS

Enforce one-year 
jail for owners
HRPB requests HC to 
direct govt
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Human Rights and Peace for Bangladesh (HRPB) 
yesterday requested the High Court to direct the 
government to enforce one year’s jail sentence 
against the owners of illegal brick kilns for 
polluting the environment.

In most cases, the government only fines 
the owners of the brick kilns, which have no 
licence, through mobile courts. They don’t fully 
demolish those and therefore, the owners again 
operate such illegal brick kilns and damage the 
environment, HRPB’s lawyer Manzill Murshid 
told the HC during hearing a petition.

The lawyer said there is a provision of one 
year’s jail sentence under the Brick Kilns Control 
Act, 2013 for running brick kilns without any 
licence and the mobile courts should enforce this.

Meanwhile, Amatul Karim Swapna, the lawyer 
for DoE, told the HC that some 319 illegal brick 
kilns are still running in Dhaka and four other 
surrounding districts -- Gazipur, Manikganj, 
Narayanganj and Munshiganj.

The HC bench of Justice Md Ashfaqul Islam 
and Md Iqbal Kabir Lytton fixed March 1 for 
delivering order on the petition.  

7 illegal brick 
kilns fined 
Tk 38 lakh
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

A mobile court of DoE has fined seven illegal 
brick kilns of a total of Tk 38 lakh, on charges of 
polluting the environment. 

The court also shut those down for not having 
proper documents.

The court led by DoE Executive Magistrate 
Kazi Tamjid Ahmed imposed the fines during a 
day-long drive in Shahbazpur area of Sarail and 
Bijoynagar upazilas on Wednesday after The Daily 
Star reported on the issue.

The brickfields are -- Messrs Doyal Bricks, 
Mecca & Medina Co, Messrs Jalal Bricks, Messrs 
Hasan Bricks, T&C Bricks, Messrs Zaman Bricks 
and Messrs LRB Bricks, said Nurul Amin, deputy 
director of DoE.  

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Uni World Footwear Ltd at Ashulia 
in Savar where a fire broke 
out on Wednesday, killing 
three workers, had no proper 
documents and was running 
without maintaining fire safety 
rules.

Savar UNO Mazharul Islam 
confirmed the information to 
journalists after visiting the factory 
yesterday. 

“We issued an official letter to every 
union parishad to form a probe 

committee and make a list of 
such factories, the number of 
workers, and operation details. 
We plan to send the lists to the 
government and take further 
necessary steps,” said the UNO. 

Mazharul also said the 
district administration will 

provide Tk 25,000 to each family 
of the deceased. 

‘They were operating 
without approval’

Fire service, UNO on Ashulia shoe factory 
blaze that killed 3 people
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‘Straying 
further away 

from our roots’
JU indigenous students 

on slow extinction of their 
mother tongues

SHEIKH TAJUL ISLAM TAJ

“The Language Movement aimed to establish 
the right to one’s mother tongue. It stood for 
protecting one’s identity, culture and heritage. 
But in reality, I’m losing my Khumi accent that 
I’m so proud of. I’m losing my authenticity 
and my originality,” were the words of Aungho 
Khumi, the first-ever public university student 
from the Khumi community in Bandarban. 

Aungho is currently pursuing her bachelors’ 
from Jahangirnagar University in mathematics. 

On February 21, Indigenous Students’ 
Association of JU placed floral wreaths at 
the pedestal of the tallest Shaheed Minar of 
Bangladesh on JU campus. 

On the occasion of International Mother 
Language Day, the indigenous students talked to 
this correspondent about their roots and their 
struggle with languages. 

Urao is another ethnic minority community 
in Sirajganj, from where only four students are 
currently pursuing higher education at JU. One 
of them, Pulasto Kumar Urao, a government 
and politics major, shared his experiences with 
language.

“For us, the barriers were double. We learnt 
Bangla as a second language and then English as 
third. When we move out of our homes for work 
or education, we don’t get to communicate in our 
language anymore. We keep losing touch with it 
every day and slowly stray further away from our 
roots,” he said.  

According to Steve Rema, a journalism 
major at JU from the Garo community, many 
indigenous languages have already been extinct. 
Printed books are available in only five indigenous 
languages at the primary level. 

“Some still can’t read in their native languages. 
Most of them don’t know their alphabets. Lack of 
regular communication and qualified teachers 
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