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and colleges and gathered 
at Amtala. A debate broke 
out over the question of 
breaking Section 144. We, 
female students, were in 
favour of violating Section 
144. Seeing the student 
leaders confused, we 
boycotted the meeting and 
went to the girls’ common 
room. Later, we came back 
and attended the meeting 
in the greater interest of 
students’ unity.

The police took position 
in front of University Gate. 
As soon as groups of male 
students hit the road, 
police arrested and picked 
them up in a truck. Male 
students could not move 
forward. Then I along with 
other female students came 
out in groups. Police did 
not stop us. More female 
students joined us and it 
became a small procession. 

When we reached the 
present entrance of the 
Medical College police 
started baton-charging and 
firing tear gas shells. I got 
injured during the charge. 

Initially, I took shelter 
behind some wrecked 
rickshaws. Then, I rushed 
to the provost quarter and 
took shelter there. Later, we 
came back to our hostel. 
Prof Munier Chowdhury 
accompanied us. Female 
students also participated 
in raising fund and nursing 
the wounded in the 
following days. 

Source:  Bhasha 
Andolon Shatchallish 
theke Baanna (Ed. Mostofa 
Kamal, Bangladesh Co-
operative Book Society 
Ltd, 1987)

Translated by 
Shamsuddoza Sajen
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Related activities, including 
ticket booking/reservation 
and ticket issuance from all 
Biman channels -- for about 
11 hours from 3:45pm on 
February 26 to 3:00pm on 
February 27 -- will remain 
closed in a bid to transfer 
information from current 
PSS--SITA to Sabre, said 
Biman officials. 

However, arrangements 
will be made to continue 
airport check-in activities.

An effort to
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general manager, sales and 
distribution at Ispahani 
Tea Ltd; SM Didarul Hasan, 
deputy general manager, 
marketing, Ispahani Tea 
Ltd.

The Daily Star Head 
of Operations and CFO 
Mizanur Rahman, GM 
Business Development 
Sher Ali, Head of Sales 
Amit Pramanik, Assistant 
Manager (Sales) Ahsan 
Mahmud, and Head of 
Business Shuvashish Roy 
were also present. 

Mirza Salman Ispahani 
noted that he is excited 
by the project, and looks 
forward to collaborating on 
more intriguing ventures 
in the future. 

“I am extremely happy to 
be signing with Ispahani, as 
the name has established a 
legacy that was built upon 
trust and quality,” shared 
Mahfuz Anam. “It invokes 
a lot of memories, and we 
hope that this partnership 
delivers to its fullest.”

They were operating
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As per fire service officials, 
the fire broke out at 5:17pm, 
and it took eight firefighter 
units to douse the blaze 
around 7:10pm. 

Firefighters recovered 
three bodies from inside the 
factory, one of whom was 
burnt beyond recognition. 

The two deceased who 
could be identified are 
Sumaiya (12), daughter of 
Imarat Hossain of Tangail, 
and Shahanara Begum (45) 
from Khulna.

Abdul Alim, fire service’s 
deputy assistant director 
(zone-04), confirmed that 
the factory had no approval 
from fire service.

”There is no emergency 
gate, and that is what led 
to the three deaths,” said 
Alim.

Fire service officials 

suspect that the fire 
originated from a factory 
machine, and stored 
chemicals helped escalate 
it further.

This correspondent was 
unable to reach the factory 
authorities. 

Contacted, Jahirul 
Islam Talukder, deputy 
director of Department 
of Environment (Dhaka), 
said the factory had 
DoE’s approval. He didn’t 
elaborate further on the 
matter.   

Sub-inspector Sudip 
Kumar Gop of Ashulia 
Police Station said 
preparations for legal steps 
are underway. 

“The unidentified body 
has been sent for DNA test. 
We are yet to contact the 
factory authorities as they 
are on the run,” he said.

Straying further
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have led to this,” he added. 
Sanjit Mahato 

Rony, president of JU’s 
Indigenous Students’ 
Association, said, “I’m from 
the Mahato community in 
Sirajganj. I only have four 
Mahato students on the 
campus, and that’s why 
we cannot perform any 
community-specific rituals 
or festivals here. The same 
can be said about students 
from other ethnic minority 
communities, despite 
coming from a rich and 
diverse culture.”

“Our languages, rituals 
and culture need protection 
and patronisation from 
the government, to save 
them from extinction and 
cultural invasion,” said 
Sanjit. 

However, the indigenous 
students of JU have not lost 
all hope of preserving their 
culture and languages. 
They still have hopes for 
the emancipation of all 
languages and the right to 
their mother languages, 
embracing the true spirit of 
Ekushey.     

Justice tangled up in lengthy procedures
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The trial of the second 
case was delayed due to 
the pandemic, he told The 
Daily Star.

The lawyer hoped 
that the trial would be 
completed this year.

Aminul Islam, a defence 
lawyer in the second case, 
said the trial court has so 
far recorded statements of 
around 170 witnesses out 
of 1,264.

It still remains uncertain 
when the court would 
finish the trial and when 
the 200 accused, acquitted 
by the HC, would be freed, 

he said.
At least three more 

years will be needed for 
completing the trial of the 
case in the lower court, 
Aminul said.

Former BDR member 
Abdur Rashid was 
acquitted in the killing 
case by the lower court. The 
prosecution did not file 
any appeal with the higher 
court against his acquittal, 
but he is yet to be freed as 
he stand accused in the 
second case, said his family 
members.

Rashid’s son Abdullah 
Al Mamun Shakil said they 

were absolutely helpless 
now.

“My mother often 
cries thinking of my 
father’s plight. My father 
joined office at the BDR 
headquarters in Pilkhana 
just a couple of days before 
the mutiny.”

Shakil said petitions 
were filed thrice seeking 
bail for his father in the 
second case, but the lower 
court denied him bail and 
even did not issue any 
written order. And that’s 
why his father cannot 
lodge a bail petition with 
the HC.

“So far I know, there 
are at least 24 people, 
including my father, who 
were acquitted by the trial 
court and the High Court 
and the state have not filed 
any appeal against their 
acquittal. But they are still 
behind bars,” he added.

Babul Mia, brother-in-
law of Major Mosharaff, 
who was killed in the 
mutiny, said they were 
satisfied with the verdict in 
the carnage case. 

“We want the verdict 
to be implemented at the 
earliest,” he told The Daily 
Star.
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Kumudini Welfare Trust of Bengal signed an agreement with an Indian consortium of consultants 
comprised by Medica-Synergie and Thinkthrough Consulting Private Ltd on Wednesday. The consortium 
will be supporting Kumudini’s new project Kumudini International Institute of Medical Sciences & Cancer 
Research to formulate the business and implementation plan for hospital development in Khanpur, 
Narayanganj. PHOTO: COLLECTED


