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Reject Myanmar 
challenge to 
genocide case
Gambia urges ICJ

REUTERS, The Hague

Gambia yesterday urged 
judges at the World Court 
to reject a challenge 
by Myanmar to a case 
brought to halt alleged 
acts of genocide against its 
Rohingya minority, saying 
the West African state was 
“no one’s proxy”.

On Monday Myanmar’s 
junta, which detained 
civilian leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi in a coup last 
February, demanded 
that the United Nations’ 
top court drop the case 
because Gambia was 
acting as a proxy for others 
and had no legal standing 
to file a case. 

“Now more than ever 
justice within Myanmar 
is impossible and now, 
as before, only this court 
can hold Myanmar 
accountable for its acts 
of genocide,” Gambia’s 
Attorney General Dawda 
Jallow said.

The case before the 
International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) was brought 
in 2019 by Gambia, a 
predominantly Muslim 
West African country, 
backed by the 57-nation 
Organisation for Islamic 
Cooperation. Both 
Myanmar and Gambia 
have signed the 1948 
genocide convention.

Gambia argues that 
Myanmar has violated 
that treaty, citing events 
in 2017, when more than 
730,000 Rohingyas 
fled Myanmar into 
neighbouring Bangladesh 
after a military crackdown. 

UN slams ‘aggressive’ 
formula milk 
marketing
AFP, Geneva

The United Nations yesterday slammed baby 
formula makers for “unethical” marketing 
strategies, accusing them of aggressively 
targeting expecting parents and health workers 
and putting shareholder interests before 
children’s health. It is widely recognised that 
breastfeeding carries huge health benefits. But 
countries’ failure to crack down on the marketing 
of breast milk substitutes means far too many 
children are still being reared on formula, the 
World Health Organization and the UN children’s 
agency Unicef warned, in a new report. It found 
that the $55-billion formula milk industry 
systematically deploys aggressive marketing 
strategies, spending up to $5 billion a year to sway 
parents’ decisions on how to feed their infants. 

We think it’s highly 
likely that he (Russian 

President Vladimir 
Putin) will follow 
through on his 

plan for a full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine.

UK foreign minister Liz Truss

India sends 2,500 
tonnes of wheat to 
Afghanistan
AFP, Wagah

India has sent 50 trucks carrying 2,500 tonnes 
of wheat for crisis-hit Afghanistan after Pakistan 
gave “exceptional” permission for the shipment 
to pass through, officials said yesterday. Western 
countries sharply reduced aid after the Taliban 
takeover last year, leaving Afghanistan facing a 
“devastating” humanitarian crisis with a majority 
of the 28 million population in need of help, 
according to the United Nations. In response 
to an appeal from the UN, India decided to gift 
5,000 tonnes of wheat and the first convoy of 
lorries was flagged off by officials on Tuesday at 
a ceremony in Amritsar near the border with 
Pakistan. India’s arch-rival said Pakistan said that 
it “agreed on an exceptional basis” to allow the 
shipment to traverse through its territory.

WARM-UP ROUND OF RUSSIA SANCTIONS

Experts see limited impact
AFP, Paris

After weeks of threats, the West imposed 
its first sanctions on Russia, but for the 
moment the actions will have limited 
impact on both the Russian and Western 
economies.

Targeting the Russian financial sector, 
the sanctions are “in line with the strategy 
of gradual measures that spare the energy 
sector,” said Olivier Dorgans, a lawyer 
specialised on economic sanctions at the 
Ashurst law firm.

He noted however the decision by 
Germany to suspend the certification of the 
Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline.

The United States, European Union and 
Britain have targeted Russia’s financial 
sector with their first measures.

Britain on Tuesday slapped sanctions on 
five Russian banks including Rossiya and 
Promsvyazbank (PSB). The EU was expected 
to release its list of institutions hit by asset 
freezes, and Washington went after two 
banks and their subsidiaries.

But Dorgans noted that lots of Russian 
capital has already been repatriated as a 
preventative measure.

The asset freezes on several Russian 
oligarchs and individuals also will have a 
limited impact on the Russian economy.

But Western powers aim to starve Russia 

of financing, blocking it from access to 
capital markets to raise money or refinance 
its debt. That will weigh on the value of 
the Russian ruble, and thereby crimp 
purchasing power of ordinary Russians to 
buy imported goods.

Western banks however have limited 
exposure to Russian financial institutions, 
according to a senior European Central 

Bank official.
Washington, however, held back on 

other potentially damaging sanctions, 
such as excluding Russia from SWIFT, 
the international bank transaction 
system, which would make most financial 
transactions with the country impossible.

Nor did it impose export controls which 
would have cut Russian firms off from key 

high-tech equipment and software.
And beyond the symbolic suspension 

of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, which had 
yet to go into service, the West has so far 
refrained from targeting the energy sector.

Andrew Lohsen, a Russia expert at the 
Center for Strategic and International 
Studies in Washington, said the steps seem 
to fall short of what US President Joe Biden 
had threatened.

Sanctioning Russia’s energy sector 
would be a calculated risk for the EU as it 
imports 40 percent of its gas from Russia. 
This gives Moscow leverage as while Europe 
may be able to survive without Russian 
imports during the coming months, over 
the longer term it would likely cause severe 
economic disruption.

Gas exporting nations including the 
United States and Qatar have limited 
capability to sharply increase shipments to 
Europe.

The conflict has already lit a fire under 
commodity prices. “Russia plays a critical 
role in the global commodity markets 
-- accounting for about 10 percent of the 
global oil market,” Fitch Ratings said.

Price increases on wheat, metals that 
Russia is a prime supplier will filter through 
to consumers, hitting their purchasing 
power when inflation has already become a 
top concern for policymakers.

PHOTO: REUTERSUkrainians residing in Japan hold placards during a protest rally denouncing Russian actions in Ukraine, near Russian embassy in Tokyo, yesterday. 

UKRAINE CRISIS

Trump backs 
‘genius’ 
Putin
AFP, Washington

Former US president 
Donald Trump on Tuesday 
hailed Russian leader 
Vladimir Putin’s aggression 
against Ukraine as “genius” 
but said the crisis would 
not have happened under 
the Republican firebrand’s 
administration.

During an 
appearance on 
a rightwing 
radio 
program, 
the hosts 
asked Trump 
about Putin 
recognizing 
two breakaway 
regions in eastern Ukraine 
as independent.

“I went in yesterday 
and there was a television 
screen, and I said, ‘This is 
genius,’” Trump responded.

“Putin declares a big 
portion of the Ukraine -- of 
Ukraine -- Putin declares it 
as independent. Oh, that’s 
wonderful.”

Russia is facing an 
international backlash 
after Putin ordered his 
forces into Ukraine to 
secure the self-declared 
Donetsk and Lugansk rebel 
republics.

Trump said Putin’s 
tactics had been “smart” 
and argued, without 
elaborating, that the US 
could replicate them on its 
border with Mexico.

Pakistan PM flies to 
Moscow to advance 
pipeline project
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan 
left for Moscow yesterday to push for 

the construction of a long-delayed, 
multi-billion-dollar gas pipeline to be 
built in collaboration with Russian 
companies, an official said. Khan’s 

trip to meet President Vladimir Putin 
and discuss issues including economic 

cooperation comes hours after a number of 
Western nations hit Russia with new sanctions 
for its military deployment into parts of eastern 
Ukraine.  The 1,100 km-long pipeline, also 
known as the North-South gas pipeline, was 
initially agreed to in 2015 and was to be financed 
by both Moscow and Islamabad, using a Russian 
company to construct it. 


