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3 dead, 2 missing
in Barishal
trawler capsize

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barishal

Three people died and two others remained missing as
a trawler capsized in the Arial Khan river in Barishal
yesterday.

Two of the deceased were identified as Jahid and
Abdul Quddus, while the other’s identity could not be
known immediately, said Naval Police Station in Barishal
Sadar.

The incident took place in the early hours when the
trawler - ferrying 45 devotees — was heading towards the
Charmonai mahfil in Barishal from Sirajganj, he further
said.

Many of the passengers managed to swim ashore, but
five were missing, said officials.

They also said that during the search operation,
firefighters and police recovered three bodies. Belongings
of the devotees floated ashore throughout the morning.

Confirming the incident, Barishal Kotwali Police
Station Officer-in-Charge Azimul Karim said the
passengers were given primary treatment.

A process is underway o send the recovered bodies to
Sirajganj, the official added.

Local Fire Station Officer Khorshed Alam said the
search operation is being continued to rescue the
missing passengers.

According to locals, the trawler sank after colliding
with a launch in the river.

Azimul Karim, officer-in-charge of Kotwali Police
Station, said the rescued persons were given first aid.

Contacted, Khorshed Alam, river fire station officer
in Barishal Sadar upazila, said they will continue their
rescue operation. Belongings of the devotees floated ashore after the trawler carrying them to Barishal’s Charmonai Mahfil capsized in the Arial Kha river yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS
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In that academic year, the total income of the
university by selling admission forms was about
Tk 20 crore.

Of this, about Tk 10 crore was spent on
conducting the exams and about Tk 2 crore was
spent on other sectors. The remaining Tk 8 crore
was allegedly shared by the teachers and officials,
university sources said.

In view of this, on January 9, the UGC formed
a three-member probe committee, and termed
the alleged incidence “embezzlement of funds”.

Head of the probe committee Prof Abu Taher,
while talking to the media, said, “We have come
to investigate specific allegations of irregularities
and misappropriation of funds in the proceeds of
the sale of admission forms.”

“I'would like to ask the registrar what was
the income from the sale of admission forms
in the first year of graduation in the academic
year 2019-20? How much was the cost, the
honorarium and how much has been deposited
in the university fund?”

“As per rules, 40 percent of the proceeds from
selling admission forms has to be deposited in
the university fund. The remaining 60 percent
of the money has to be used to meet the overall
expenses, including examinations, preparation
of question papers, moderation, printing,
transportation, hospitalisation, law and order.”

Pangolin rescued
from tea garden
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A pangolin was rescued from Phulbari tea garden under
Kamalganj Upazila in Moulvibazar, near Lawacharra
forest, yesterday afternoon.
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critically endangered by the TUCN. yesterday. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN



