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OECD: Only 9pc of plastic 
recycled worldwide
AFP, Paris

Less than 10 percent of the plastic used across the world is recycled, 
the OECD said yesterday, calling for “coordinated and global solutions” 
ahead of expected talks on an international plastics treaty.

A new report by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development report found that 460 million tonnes of plastics were used 
in 2019, the number nearly doubling since 2000.

The amount of plastic waste had more than doubled during that time 
to 353 million tonnes, the Paris-based OECD said.

“After taking into account losses during recycling, only nine percent 
of plastic waste was ultimately recycled, while 19 percent was incinerated 
and almost 50 percent went to sanitary landfills,” it said in its Global 
Plastics Outlook.

“The remaining 22 percent was disposed of in uncontrolled 
dumpsites, burned in open pits or leaked into the environment.”

The Covid-19 pandemic saw the use of plastics drop by 2.2 percent in 
2020 compared to the previous year. However single-use plastics rose 
and overall use is “projected to pick up again” as the economy rebounds.

Plastics contributed 3.4 percent of global greenhouse emissions 
in 2019, 90 percent of it from “production and conversion from fossil 
fuels”, the report said.

Cover up or 
lose jobs
Afghan Taliban tell 
working women
AFP, Kabul

Women working in Afghan 
government departments 
must cover up -- even with 
a blanket if necessary -- or 
they may lose their jobs, 
the Taliban’s religious 
police said yesterday.

Most women have 
been barred from their 
government jobs, since 
the Taliban retook 
power in August, though 
Afghanistan’s new rulers 
claim they will be allowed 
to return once some 
conditions are in place -- 
such as segregated offices.

Yesterday, the Ministry 
for the Promotion of 
Virtue and Prevention of 
Vice issued a statement 
saying women should not 
go to work unless they 
were properly covered, and 
they could be fired if they 
did not follow guidelines.

SOLVING INDO-PAK ISSUES

Imran wants TV 
debate with Modi
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan said 
yesterday he would like to have a televised debate 
with his Indian counterpart, Narendra Modi, to 
resolve differences between the two neighbours.
The nuclear-powered rivals have shared 
antagonistic relations since gaining 
independence 75 years ago, fighting three wars, 
with ties strained recently over the northern 
Muslim-majority region of Kashmir, which 
both claim in full. “I would love to debate with 
Narendra Modi on TV,” Khan told Russia Today in 
an interviewthe subcontinent if differences could 
be resolved through debate. 

RIOTS IN INDIA’S SOUTH

20 hurt after Hindu 
activist killed
AFP, Bangalore

India has rushed hundreds of security personnel 
to a district in the south after riots saw mobs 
burn vehicles and pelt stones after a Hindu 
activist was killed. At least 20 people were injured 
in the unrest on Monday, after the killing a day 
earlier of the member of the Hindu nationalist 
group Bajrang Dal in Shivamogga, Karnataka 
state. Karnataka has been on edge for several 
weeks after a ban on Muslim girls wearing 
the hijab in classrooms triggered protests and 
counter-protests that spread nationwide. 

Italy rescues nearly 

600 migrants
AFP, Rome

Nearly 600 migrants packed into overcrowded 
fishing boats in bad weather were rescued 
overnight off the coast of Calabria, Italy’s 
coastguard said yesterday, adding that one 
body had been found. The 573 migrants were 
found aboard “two overloaded fishing boats and 
left at the mercy of waves with unfavourable 
weather conditions that were expected to worsen 
significantly,” it said in a statement. A large 
ship and three patrol boats aided in the rescue, 
which took place about 110 kilometres off Cape 
Spartivento at the southern tip of Calabria, it said. 

Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation to the United Nations (UN) Vasily Nebenzya (C) fist bumps Ambassador Zhang Jun, 
Permanent Representative of China to the UN, as US ambassador to the UN Linda Thomas-Greenfield (L) looks on during an emergency 
meeting of the UN Security Council on the Ukraine crisis, in New York, US on Monday evening. PHOTO: AFP

No plan to ‘restore empire’
Says Putin after he orders to send Russian troops to 

eastern Ukraine
AFP, Moscow

Russian President Vladimir Putin said 
yesterday that he does not plan to restore 
Russia’s empire, a day after he ordered 
Russian troops to be sent to eastern Ukraine 
and questioned Ukraine’s sovereignty.

“We predicted speculation that Russia 
plans to restore (its) empire within imperial 
borders,” Putin said at a meeting with 
Azerbaijan’s President Ilham Aliyev in the 
Kremlin, adding: “This absolutely does not 
correspond with reality”.

On Monday, Putin recognised the 
independence of eastern Ukraine’s Donetsk 
and Lugansk separatist republics -- despite 
warnings from the West not to.

He announced the decision after an 
hour-long speech heavy with historical 
references, in which he alleged Ukraine was 
“entirely created by Russia” and questioned 
its right to exist.

The Russian leader said yesterday that 
Moscow “recognised the new geopolitical 
realities” after the fall of the Soviet Union 
and works with “all independent countries 
in the post-Soviet space.”

But he said Ukraine was an exception, 
saying “it is being used by third countries to 
create threats towards Russia.”

“Unfortunately after the coup d’etat 
in Ukraine, we do not see such a level 
and quality of interaction with Ukraine. 
It disappeared,” Putin said, referring to 
Ukraine’s 2014 pro-Western revolution.

“You didn’t want us 
to be friends, but you 
didn’t have to make 
an enemy of us.”

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin


