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that two other gang 
members -- Masud and 
Ilias -- joined Rajanigandha 
Tower as security guard 
and cleaner, obtaining 
security details of the 
market and sharing them 
with the gang.

As part of their plan, 
gang member Shaheen 
Master rented a shop at 
the market and brought 
iron cutters and other tools 
inside a box table to the 
building, under the guise 
of shifting furniture to his 
shop, the official said.

Around 1:00am on 
February 5, two other 
members -- Srikant and 
Raja Mia -- entered the 
premise and looted the 
two shops along with other 
cohorts.

They then went to 
their rented house in 
Keraniganj’s Hasnabad 
area in the morning, later 
selling the ornaments to a 
goldsmith and sharing the 
money among themselves 
before going into hiding.

Asked if action would be 
taken against the security 
company that employed 
Masud and Ilias, the DB 
official said, “We are still 
investigating, though we 
can say the company did 
not do thorough screening 
before recruitment.” 

They are trying to arrest 
others members of the 
gang, he added.
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forgotten by the authorities, 
who had promised them 
compensation and other 
aid. The families said 
they have heard reports 
of 30 private banks 
donating Tk 40 crore to 
the government’s national 
relief fund, but they are yet 
to see any of it.

“Following the incident, 
21 affected families 
received cleaning jobs from 
the city corporations, while 
four families got Tk 2 lakh,” 
said Ashiq Uddin Sainik, 
secretary of a collective of 
victims’ families. 

“Four others were told 
they would receive jobs 
befitting their higher 
studies degrees. They 
were asked to check back 
after a while, but then the 
city corporation ceased 
all communication with 
them,” alleged Sainik.

Beyond a lump sum of 
Tk 20,000, given when the 
bodies were handed over 
from the morgue, most 
of the families haven’t 
received any other kind of 
support. Like the last two, 
this anniversary too passed 
with the families’ demands 
unmet, leading them to 
question how much longer 
they must have to wait.
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Later the minister told 
journalists that six items 
-- sugar, oil, lentils, onions, 
dates and chickpeas -- will 
be sold to disadvantaged 
families at cheaper prices.
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Shahed Shafiq of Bangla 
Tribune, Naznin Akhter of 
Prothom Alo, Sazzad Parvej 
of Jamuna Television 
and Jahangir Alam of 
Jagonews24 have also been 
awarded at national levels.

“Child marriage is one 
of the major obstacles 
when it comes to social 
development. Although 
the government has been 
working diligently to 
prevent child marriages -- 
and we have come a long 
way -- the pandemic made 
things difficult,” said Meher 
Afroz Chumki, chairperson 
of the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on 
the Women and Children 
Affairs Ministry.

Farida Yasmin, the 
first female president-
elect of press club, said 
it is important to make 
parents more aware of 
the consequences of 
child marriage and the 
empowerment of their 
daughters. 

Journalist ZI Mamun, 
cultural activist Shahnaz 
Khushi and Plan 
International Bangladesh’s 
project manager Nazrul 
Islam Chowdhury also 
spoke at the programme.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Customs officials yesterday seized two 
pistols and 60 bullets smuggled through 
postal service in Chattogram from Italy, in 
the name of importing household goods.

The officials also recovered two 
other pistols, deemed fake, inside the 
consignment that arrived at the foreign 
post office section of Chattogram 
Customs, said Mohammad Salahuddin 
Rizvi, deputy commissioner of the 
customs.

The official said they found the 
weapons hidden in the carton along with 
frying pans, drill machines, glass, soaps 
and chocolate.

“Two of the four pistols were initially 
thought to be toys and made of plastic. 
Law enforcement will ascertain the 
matter,” he said.

According to customs documents, 
the parcel was sent from Rome by a 
Bangladeshi expatriate named Rajib 
Barua. 

It was supposed to be delivered to one 
Mozumdar Kamrul Hasan from the port 

city’s CGS Colony.
When this newspaper called the mobile 

number mentioned on the carton. One 
Nuruddin received it from Chatkhil, 
Noakhali.

However, he told this correspondent 
that he is unaware of the consignment.

This correspondent also visited the 
address given on the package, but Kamrul 
Hasan was not available.

Neighbours said Kamrul is working 
with the income tax office of customs and 
has been residing at the area for 30 years. 
He also has some construction-related 
business.

His wife Umme Salma said Rajib Barua 
Muna is her husband’s friend. Before 
going abroad, Rajib also lived in this 
colony.

She said she knew that they were 
supposed to get some chocolate, 
shampoo, oil and soap from him but 
she did not know anything about the 
weapons.

The deputy commissioner said the 
weapons will be handed over to police. 
Filing of a case was underway, he added. 

Two pistols smuggled 
from Italy seized in Ctg

Arms were imported as household goods
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