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constructed, so it is temporarily very
inconvenient.

“I do feel the unruly traffic in Cox’s
Bazar is enough to cause higher anxiety
to even Dhaka residents,” he added.

Services and activity options have
also increased, with the new aquarium
opening, parasailing, trekking, and
even limited surfing in the region,
merely hints of the scope latent in the
naturally beautiful beach town. However,
residents of Cox’s Bazar and anyone who

“We have fewer regular visitors coming
to Cox’s Bazar, although the numbers
increase a bit on the weekends. Surge in
Omicron cases has reduced the number of
visitors once more. We do provide guests
with masks, and have hand sanitisers in
place for everyone to use freely, but a lot
of people are not in the habit of wearing
masks,” he said.

However, no guests have fallen sick
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Cox’s Bazar working on issues created due
o the refugee influx,” he said.

“So far, the business owners are still
trying to make things work, but if the
season does not go as expected, business
will again dwindle during Ramadan, and
it is also low in summer, things might
become very difficult for us here,” he
added.

There are often complaints by tourists
of people charging unfair prices or
conning shoppers and holidaymakers,
and the ramshackle state of the city’s
infrastructure.

booking any large corporate events as
the permissions for those are unofficially
halted for the surge in Omicron strain
of COVID-19,” said Md Mozahidul Islam,
director of operations at Hotel White
Beach.

Although, as a resident of this city, I

These usually operate as a syndicate,
and charge high fixed prices. But, on the
other hand, singer Ritu Raj has a different
opinion. “During my numerous visits
to Cox’s Bazar, I have stayed in hotels of
varying prices, from Tk 1500 a night to
Tk 3500 a night rooms, and I found no
difference in their behaviour or desire to
do their available best for me,” he said.
“The footpaths along the Kolatoli
Road have already been re-built or are
being rebuilt. But some others, like the
one from the airport and in front of the
famous Poushee Restaurant, are being

issues, people in Bangladesh continue
to show love for Cox’s Bazar and the
longest beach in the world. However, it
is high time that we take a look at how
to improve the existing city rather than
embark on multimillion taka projects
to create new ones, and implement
sustainable changes. This will allow
tourism, livelihoods and environment
to fall into harmony, and [inally begin
harvesting the true potential of Cox’s
Bazar.

By Sania Aiman
Photo: Sikder Ahmed

standard
chartered

e Make your roar
heard <

Celebrate 50 years of Bangladesh’s
Independence with a limited edition Standard
Chartered Platinum credit card.

Featuring an artistic expression of Bangladesh’s
national pride - the Royal Bengal Tiger in its natural
habitat, the Sundarbans - this card depicts our
resilience and fierce determination to rise above all
adversities and march forward.
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