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Moin Uddin Ahmad’s
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With so many members 
of one family acquainted 
with the movement, it 
became a natural meeting 
place. During March 7’s 
secret meeting, Oli Ahad, 
Mohammad Toaha, Kazi 
Golam Mahbub and 
more were present. But 
somehow, the police got 
tipped off. They soon 
encircled the house before 
the meeting had ended and 
arrested a few members of 
the Sangram Parishad.

Kazi Golam Mahbub, 
convener of the parishad, 
wrote in a memoir, “The 
strike and programmes 
of United Rashtra Bhasha 
Parishad on March 5 did 
not bring much success. 
In the evening of March 7, 
we sat at 82 Shantinagar. 
But before we could finish, 
police surrounded the 
building.” 

To escape arrest, Oli 
Ahad wore a house help’s 
uniform, Mozibul Haq 
pretended to be a chef, 
while Mirza Golam Hafiz 

hid underneath a bed. I hid 
by climbing a shelf of the 
old store room. 

Late at night, I got 
down from there and went 
straight to a relative’s 
house at Wari, where I took 
shelter for the next couple 
of days.”

Ex-DU and Buet 
professor Sufia Khatun was 
a witness of that meeting by 
virtue of being a member of 
the family. “I was a teenager 
during the Language 
Movement. My uncle 
Monsur Uddin Ahmad and 
elder brother Dr Abdul 
Mutalib were involved with 
the movement. Our house 
was a safe haven for the 
protestors; they’d often 
arrange meetings here. 
The meeting of March 7 
was one in particular that 
helped reinvigorate the 
movement,” she told The 
Daily Star.

The under-construction 
building that stands there 
today goes by the holding 
numbers 135 and 136. 
Sufia Khatun said they 
will discuss whether they 
want to install any signs 
or memorial plaques there. 
“But since the developers 
haven’t completed its 
handover, we cannot come 
to a decision just yet.”
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Another win for the mother
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can still send messages in 
either English or Bangla. 
However, if any foreign or 
local customer wants to 
get their SMS in English 
exclusively, there will be an 
option for them.

According to Brig Gen 
(retd) SM Farhad, secretary 
general of Association of 
Mobile Telecom Operators 
of Bangladesh, mobile 
operators were finalising 
the initiative.

According to industry 
insiders, most operators 
worldwide send out 
messages in the native 
language of the country 
they operate in.

Khairul Basher -- head 
of communications at 
Grameenphone, which has 
over 8.34 crore customers 
-- said, “Grameenphone 

believes that this 
step is a remarkable 
milestone, considering 
the significance of 
International Mother 
Language Day.” 

“Now, a wider base 
of customers who are 
dependent on Bangla 
will be able to get a better 
understanding of service 
offerings and other 
communications,” he said. 

“We have taken all 
measures to launch system-
generated Bangla SMS, 
according to regulatory 
guidelines,” said Shahed 
Alam, chief corporate and 
regulatory officer of Robi 
Axiata.

“We welcome this great 
initiative by BTRC. We 
hope this will help further 
promote the use of Bangla 
in the digital space,” he 

said. 
Ankit Sureka, head of 

corporate communications 
and sustainability at 
Banglalink, said Banglalink 
will provide all kinds of 
system-generated and 
promotional SMS in 
Bangla. 

“We are introducing 
Bangla SMS to pay tribute 
to martyrs of the 1952 
Language Movement 
and make it easier for 
customers to understand 
the messages,” said 
Subrata Roy Maitra, vice 
chairperson of BTRC. 

Over a year ago, aiming 
to promote the mother 
language, the telecom 
regulator directed all 
operators to reduce 
charges of each local text 
message that is written in 
Bangla to Tk 0.25.

Worker dies as 
wall collapses 
on him
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A worker died after an old 
boundary wall collapsed on 
him  while he was digging 
soil at a construction site 
in Dhaka’s Bhatara area 
yesterday morning.

The deceased was 
identified as Azharul Islam 
Sabuj (45) of Sunamganj.

The incident happened 
around 11:30am at a 
Dwelling Real Estate site.

The six-foot boundary 
wall of an under-
construction building 
collapsed on Sabuj, leaving 
him critically injured, 
said Abu Bakkar, the 
company’s site manager.

He was rushed to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital, 
where doctors declared 
him dead.

Inspector Bachchu Mia, 
in-charge of DMCH Police 
Outpost, said the body was 
sent for autopsy.  

For four decades, Motaleb has been selling birds around Khulna city. With a pair going for Tk 400, he sells 
around five to six pairs each day. This photo was taken from Shibbari Mor area recently. 
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