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Hope for the 
newborns
90 couples show 
interest to adopt 
two abandoned 
infants

STAR REPORT

At least 90 couples from 
across the country have 
expressed their interest 
to adopt two newborn 
babies found abandoned 
in Lalmonirhat and 
Chattogram.

For the baby rescued 
from Lalmonirhat, at 
least forty couples from 
different parts of the 
country have applied 
to adopt the newborn, 
expressing their interest 
over phone to Lalmonirhat 
Sadar Police Station on 
Monday, confirmed OC 
Shah Alam.

The newborn is 
undergoing treatment 
at Lalmonirhat Sadar 
Hospital. The OC said 
investigations are on to 
identify her real parents. 
They will submit a report 
to the court, which will 
make the final decision. 

Someone left the 
newborn on the road next 
to a dustbin at Puranbazar 
on Monday morning. 
Police rescued the child 
and admitted her to the 
hospital. 

In Chattogram, at least 
50 couples have shown 
interest to adopt the 
newborn rescued from 
the city’s Anwara Health 
Complex on Monday.

They have made written 
requests to adopt the child, 
said Anwara UNO Sheikh 
Jobaer Ahmed. The baby 
is currently undergoing 
treatment in the same 
hospital and is doing well.

According to hospital 
sources, a woman gave 
birth to the child at the 
health complex on Sunday 
and left the newborn.

Dr Ahmed Rafiq
Language Movement veteran

Golam Mortuza was quite despondent 
over how their residence and Old Dhaka’s 
contributions to the movement were never 
spotlighted. He’d often lament and say “us 
Dhakaiyas had a role to play, but it remained 
neglected by writers and historians.

850 lives 
saved by 2
Quick-witted locals save 

Banalata Express from disaster

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

In something of a miraculous development, the 
Dhaka-bound inter-city train Banalata Express 
narrowly escaped an accident in Charghat 
upazila of Rajshahi yesterday morning.

The train was carrying 850 passengers, railway 
officials said.

The accident was prevented thanks to two 
locals – Ziaur Rahman and Hablu Miah. Around 
7:30am, they found a crack on the railway track 
in Ramchandrapur village between Arani and 
Nandangachhi railway stations, railway sources 
said. Seeing that the train was rushing in, they 
immediately hoisted their red towels (gamchha) 
to alert the driver of impending doom.

Seeing the signal, the train immediately 
ground to a halt, saving many lives in the 

process. After this, railway authorities 
started an emergency repair work. 

Following two hours of suspension, 
train communication resumed 
around 9:30am.

The incident occurred 
merely four days after a similar 
situation in Arani area of the 

neighbouring Bagha upazila. 
On the day, a temporary railway 

gateman detected a large crack on 
the track and saved a train carrying 300 

passengers from accident by hoisting red flag.
Talking to The Daily Star, West Zone General 

Manager of Bangladesh Railway Ashim Kumar 
Talukder said the railway tracks on which the 
cracks were found are more than 50 years old.

“Yesterday’s crack appeared as the gap 
between the slippers was bigger than required,” 
the GM said, adding that the track was repaired 
only a few years ago.

Meanwhile, the two incidents have left their 
marks on the neighbourhood, as locals said they 
have been gripped with panic as faults on the 
track are being found almost every week for the 
last two months. They said it is fortunate that the 
faults are being found ahead of time, but a fatal 
accident could take place any time.

Saiful Islam, a social worker from Charghat, 
said, “Even though these tracks see 32 trains 
every day, it hasn’t been repaired in recent years.”

“The tracks are developing all these cracks due 
to this high pressure of trains,” he said.

Railway GM Ashim Kumar Talukder said they 
have already sent proposals to set-up new tracks 
and install concrete slippers on the tracks.

After a year 
in office, what 
did the Ctg 
mayor achieve?
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

One year has passed since Chattogram City 
Corporation (CCC) Mayor Rezaul Karim 
Chowdhury took charge, but most of his 
prioritised pledges are yet to be fulfilled.

In his manifesto, Rezaul, who was an Awami 
League candidate, made 37 pledges, which he 
would fulfil, if voted mayor. He assumed office 
on February 15, 2021.

The pledges include 
addressing waterlogging, 
traffic congestion and 
mosquito menace; 
evicting illegal 
occupation from canals, 
drains and footpaths; 
improving garbage 
management and health 
services; and ensuring 
adequate LED lights for roads.

This correspondent talked to some 
prominent citizens to evaluate the mayor’s 
activities in the last one year.

Contacted, Consumers Association of 
Bangladesh (CAB) Vice President Nazer Hossain 
said a year is not enough to judge the mayor, 
who has been elected for a five-year tenure.

Even then, there are some failings, he 
said. “For example, three people, including 
a university student, died after falling into 
drains recently, but CCC failed to handle the 
issue properly. Instead of taking steps to build 
retaining walls or slabs around open drains, the 
mayor blamed CDA [Chatogram Development 
Authority] for the accidents.”

BNP Chattogram city unit president Dr 
Shahadat Hossain, who was Rezaul’s main rival 
in the CCC polls, said “We have seen CCC and 
CDA blaming one another for waterlogging and 
accidents in open drains.”

“The mayor has failed to take proper 
initiatives to fulfil his pledges,” he said.

Dr Mahfuzur Rahman, convener of 
Public Health Rights Protection Committee, 
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They don’t know what historic 
grounds they stand on

5/1, Becharam Dewri now just another semi-commercial space

DIPAN NANDY

Becharam Dewri. The name itself comes 
with the fragrance of various kinds of 
biriyani, all of which taste different too.

But the area takes up a different kind of 
significance when discussed as part of the 
Language Movement’s history, and it all 
started with one building: 5/1, Becharam 
Dewri. The home of AKM Golam Mostafa 
and Golam Mortuza, 5/1, Becharam Dewri 
was a refuge for the movement’s organisers. 
Over time, it became a bastion of the 
movement’s Old Town chapter too.

According to MR Mahbub’s “Ekushey’r 
Sharok”, numerous important meetings 
of the movement were held here. Back in 
1947-48, most people around the Old Town 
were against the movement, but even in 
such an adverse climate 5/1, Becharam 
Dewri continued to house revolutionary 
activities.

Recalling memories of those times, AKM 
Golam Mostafa wrote, “Our 5/1, Becharam 
Dewri was at the centre of discussions 

related to the movement. Numerous secret 
meetings were organised here, while it also 
sheltered many pro-movement activists 
of Old Dhaka. After a point, important 
figures of the time started visiting us -- 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 
Mawlana Bhashani and Abdur Rashid 
Tarkabagish, all of them came here from 
time to time.” 

In a 2015 interview, Language 
Movement veteran Muhammad Takiullah 
said, “I’ve been there many times. Both 
Golam Mortuza and Mostafa were old 
acquaintances. From 1948-1952, this was 
the unofficial office of the movement.”

Language veteran Dr Ahmed Rafiq 
also had a lot to say about the building. 
“Golam Mortuza was quite despondent 
over how their residence and Old Dhaka’s 
contributions to the movement were 

never spotlighted. He’d often lament 
and say “us Dhakaiyas had a role to play, 
but it remained neglected by writers and 
historians.”

“In ‘52, especially after February 21, the 
newspapers didn’t recount their roles, 
nor was the addresses of the martyrs 
highlighted. Researchers and historians of 
the new generation should come forward to 
compile these details of the movement.” 

Today, 5/1, Becharam Dewri houses 
four shops -- a biriyani house and three 
hardware stores -- while some rentees live 
on its first floor. Despite circling it a couple 
of times, this correspondent could not find 
any plaques, signs or memorials retelling 
its glory days.

Dulal Mostafa, son of AKM Golam 
Mostafa and current owner of the house, 
told The Daily Star, “These premises were 
significant for the Language Movement. 
But due to circumstances, we could not 
keep it for ourselves. Those who are renting 
and using it today do not know what 
historic grounds they stand on.”

The Language Movement did not just come to be. Behind the historic movement, that brought about a turn 
of events for Bangladesh, are a million stories -- of people, of premises, of places. In this 10-part series, we 

explore some of the places and premises vital to the movement. Establishments that we’ve lost to time, 
buildings that today bear no sign of the glories they once played host to. For part four, we take you to 5/1, 

Becharam Dewri, a stronghold of the movement’s Old Town chapter.
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