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Third-grader’s 
brutal killing 
owing to enmity
Police recover body after 
arresting murderer

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A third-grader was murdered in Chuadanga due to the 
murderer’s rivalry with his father. 

Chuadanga ASP Abu Tareq, during a press briefing 
yesterday, revealed that Momin, a resident of the same 
area, was behind the killing. Abu Hurairah, the victim, 
was taken to a graveyard where he was strangled. 

Police recovered the child’s body yesterday, after 
arresting the culprit the night before.

Two years ago, Momin and his friends were playing 
music on loudspeakers, when Hurairah’s father, Abdul 
Barek, asked them to lower the volume. As they didn’t 
comply, he went ahead and kicked the speakers. Momin 
was enraged and had been looking for a way to take 
revenge ever since, said the ASP.

Police said on January 19, Abu Huraira left home 
for study and met Momin on his way. Momin lured 
Huraira to go to Taltola Government graveyard, where he 
murdered the third-grader. 

On January 26, Abu Hurairah’s father filed a 
kidnapping case with the Sadar Police Station. Momin 
then staged a kidnapping of Hurairah to take the 
investigation in another direction.

Momin demanded Tk 10 lakh as ransom on January 
29. The family, on February 2, offered to pay Tk 5 lakh, 
but he was adamant about his previous demands. 
Following his arrest on Sunday, Momin confessed to the 
killing and showed police the crime scene.

CTG UP POLLS VIOLENCE

Two gun-
toting men 
arrested
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police yesterday arrested two people who were 
photographed toting guns during the February 
7 Khagaria Union Parishad election in Satkania, 
Chattogram.

Police also seized two firearms and two 
cartridges from the arrestees, Md Shamsuddin 
alias Nisan (20) and Joynal Abedin alias Ledaiya 
(47), said SM Rashidul Haque, superintendent of 
police in Chattogram.

“The duo possessed guns and worked for 
different candidates of the UP election,” he said at 
a press briefing at his office.

Supporters of ruling party-backed candidate 
Md Aktar Hossain and independent candidate 
Md Jasim Uddin,  and the shooters clashed at two 
centres during the UP polls.

At that time, the two arrestees along with Nasir 
Uddin, Rubel from Khagaria, Kamrul Alam Azad 
alias Sumon from Nalua, Shakhawat from Notun 
Charkhagoria, and Ezhar from Dohazari were 
seen carrying firearms and opening fire.

After the incident, police filed a case with 
Satkania Police Station accusing Jasim Uddin, 
claiming that the independent candidate led the 
violence. 

However, locals alleged that Aktar also led his 
supporters during the polls violence, but he was 
not made accused.

The superintendent of police earlier had told 
The Daily Star that they were trying to arrest the 
gun-toting criminals.

Seeking anonymity, an officer-in-charge of a 
police station under the district’s south zone said 
most of the gun-toting criminals are involved 
with the ruling party.

The number of cars imported through Mongla Port has seen an increase over the last couple of years. Whereas 14,474 arrived here in fiscal 2020-21, the port has already 
seen 11,492 imports in fiscal 2021-22 till January. This photo was taken yesterday. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

ACTOR SOHEL MURDER

Find missing 
documents: HC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday directed authorities 
to immediately take steps to find documents of 
actor Sohel Chowdhury murder case, as those 
have reportedly gone missing from the HC and 
trial court.

In response to a writ petition, the court 
also issued a rule, asking respondents why the 
documents going missing shouldn’t be declared 
unlawful.

Secretaries at ministries of law and home 
affairs, Supreme Court registrar general and HC 
registrar were made respondents to the order and 
rule, writ petitioner lawyer Abdullah Al Harun 
Russel told The Daily Star. He said the HC passed 
the order so that trial proceedings of the long-
pending murder case can resume at the court.

The bench of Justice Mamnoon Rahman and 
Justice Khandaker Diliruzzaman came up with 
the order and rule after the petition was filed as a 
public interest litigation.

Russel said film actor Sohel Chowdhury was 
shot dead in front of Trumps Club in Abedin 
Tower of the capital’s Banani on December 18, 
1998. His brother, Touhidul Islam Chowdhury, 
filed a murder case with Gulshan Police Station 
on the same day.

After an accused filed a petition, the HC in 
2014 stayed trial proceedings and issued a rule. 
However, the HC in 2015 vacated the stay order 
and cleared the way for the trial court to run 
the proceedings. But, the HC’s decision was 
reportedly not communicated to the trial court, 
and proceedings were not resumed.

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Within three decades, the once solitary and neat 
Tangail district town has almost turned into a concrete 
jungle within, with its waterbodies disappearing one 
after another. This has proved detrimental, to say the 
least, to the town’s environment and the health of its 
residents.

Residents of the 134-year-old municipality said 
they’ve been facing various problems, including 
waterlogging, due to the mindless destruction of the 
natural drainage system.

Take Burai river for example. According to 
environmentalists, the river flowing at the eastern part 
of the town has already been filled up due to dumping 
wastes there for decades. 

Burai flows through Biswas Betka, Chorjana and 
Dorun areas in Sadar upazila, and falls into the 
Jhenai river in Suruj area. The smaller river, however, 
lost its flow due to the lack of water from its source, 

Louhajang river.
As a result, wastes from a part of the town has 

been going straight into the river through a couple of 
drains, including the central drain, for twenty years. 

“Only three decades ago, we could bath in the waters 
of Burai and fish there. None of that can be imagined 
now,” Shyamol Sutradhar, an elderly resident of Biswas 
Betka area, told this correspondent. 

Sources said some influential locals started filling 
lands near the river, claiming ownership. 

According to Cadastral Survey records, 27 canals 
flowing through different areas of the municipality 
were also grabbed. 

Meanwhile, the municipality has killed a few of 
the canals, namely Shaym Babur Khal, also known as 
Victoria Canal, that flows through the middle of the 
town, by constructing several markets on it. 

Local influentials have also grabbed the rest of the 
canals and constructed various concrete structures on 
these. 

Such is the tale of Shyam Babur Khal. Originating 
from Louhajang at Paradisepara area in the town, the 
5km-long canal falls in to Burai at Biswas Betka canal, 
which works as the main natural drain of the town.

Two decades ago, the municipality authorities 
turned the 30-foot wide canal into a 3-foot drain 
from Paradisepara to Godown Bridge area, ignoring 
objections from citizens and environmentalists.

They also constructed several markets and shopping 
malls on it from the Old Bus Stand area to Nirala 
Intersection, narrowing down the Victoria Road, 
known as zero point, which is the entrance of the main 
town.

Although water is supposed to pass through the 
drain and fall into Burai, it has now turned stagnant, 
with dirty water spreading bad smell in nearby areas. 
It’s also become a breeding ground for mosquitoes.
WHAT ABOUT THE OTHER CANALS?
According to Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers 

River filled, canals lost
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According to environmentalists, the Burai river, which once flowed through the eastern part of the town, has been almost completely filled up as a result of decades of 
indiscriminate waste dumping. PHOTO: STAR
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