
NEWS
Beware of easy-
bike snatchers
CID held 4 over killing driver 
and fleeing with vehicle
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

As the night grows dark, they get on easy-bikes, 
pretending to be innocent passengers. But as soon 
as they get an opportunity, they hold the driver 
hostage and snatch the vehicle.

Criminal Investigation Department (CID) claimed 
to have arrested four members of such a gang from 
Sadullapur in Gaibandha on Sunday. They recently 
killed an easy-bike driver and snatched his vehicle, 
CID special superintendent Mukta Dhar told a press 
briefing at its headquarters in the capital’s Malibagh 
yesterday. The arrested are Miru Mia, Laju Mia, Sagar 
Mondol and Belal Chowdhury.

On February 7, police recovered the body of Abdul 
Majid Mia (60), the murdered easy-bike driver, from 
Sadullahpur’s Ekrampur area. After investigations, 
CID found involvement of the four arrestees.

The CID official said two of the arrestees – Miru 
and Laju – got on the easy-bike on February 6 
evening. As the vehicle reached near Sadullahpur 
bus stand, they compelled the driver to take the 
vehicle to an abandoned brick kiln. There they 
indiscriminately hit him on the head with bricks and 
fled with the vehicle, all the way to Bogura.

“There, they sold the vehicle at Sagar Mondol’s 
shop for and sold five batteries at Belal Chowdhury’s 
shop.”

Such incidents of snatching vehicles have recently 
increased in the north-eastern districts.

At least 
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“As there was no minority 
representative, the previous 
election commissions 
didn’t consider their 
religious situations,” 
said Rana Dasgupta, 
general secretary of the 
organisation.

Dasgupta said they 
wrote a letter to the search 
committee to recommend 
the next election 
commissioners’ names.

President of the 
organisation Prof Neem 
Chandra Bhowmik, Kajal 
Devnath, Advocate Subrata 
Chowdhury and Basudev 
Dhar were present at the 
press conference.

River filled, canals
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Association’s (Bela) Tangail 
officials, there used to be 27 
canals flowing through the 
18 wards in the municipal 
area only three decades 
ago.

However, three of 
the canals have already 
disappeared, while the 
remaining 24 are on the 
way to disappearance due 
to dumped waste and 
constructions.

GRABBED A LONG 
TIME AGO

A l t h o u g h 
environmentalists and 
residents have been 
demanding a solution, no 
effective steps were taken 
in this regard so far.

Ratan Ahmed Siddique, 
general secretary of Tangail 
River, Canal, Waterbodies 
and Environment 
Protection Movement 
Committee, said the canal 
lands have been occupied 
and filled under the shelter 
of public representatives. 
This makes them appear 
on papers, although they 
were grabbed a long time 
ago. 

Goutam Chandra 
Chanda, divisional 
coordinator of BELA, said 
there is no alternative to 
recovering the canals to 
restore the natural drainage 
system and save the areas 
from waterlogging.

“Recovering Shyam 
Babur Khal is a must for 
the sake of the town’s 

environment,” said 
Goutam.

“The waterbodies need 
to be recovered at any cost, 
no matter how influential 
the grabbers are,” said 
Jalaluddin Chakladar 
Shahin of Clean Tangail, a 
volunteering organisation.

Tanvir Hasan Ferdous 
Noman, panel mayor of 
Tangail municipality, said 
although it will be very 
costly, the municipality 
authority is thinking about 
cleaning the central drain.

“The municipality 
authorities are also 
working to recover the 
grabbed canals at different 
places in the town,” he 
added.

Meanwhile, after taking 
office a year ago, Dr Ataul 
Gani, Tangail’s deputy 
commissioner, directed 
the local land office to start 
works on recovering the 
canals.

Contacted, Mohammad 
Khairul Islam, assistant 
commissioner (land) in 
Sadar upazila, said he has 
already visited the canals 
and submitted a report to 
the DC in this regard.
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Appeal for 
help
CITY DESK

Md Rezaul 
Hoque 
from Purba 
Keshali 
Danga 
village in 
Sadullapur, 
Gaibandha has been 
suffering from blood 
cancer for the last three 
years, said a press release.

Despite being given 
chemotherapy four times 
so far, he has not recovered 
yet.

Doctors in India’s 
Vellore have advised 
Rezaul, who has two 
daughters, to undergo a 
bone marrow transplant.

Tk 90 lakh to 1 crore is 
needed for his treatment, 
which the family cannot 
afford. So, they have urged 
all to help him financially. 

 Aid can be sent to 
A/C No: 2803409119001, 
City Bank Limited, 
Shyamoli Branch; A/C No: 
1801510022271 (Dutch-
Bangla Bank Limited, 
Satkhira Branch); bKash: 
01721412115; Nagad: 
01721412115; and Rocket: 
017214121157.

The family can be 
contacted at 01721412115.

Gone are the
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significance at the time 
increased manifold. 
Participants of the 
movement, literary figures 
and intellectuals started 
frequenting the premises. 
As expected, surveillance 
on the building by anti-
movement quarters also 
increased as a result.

On January 20, 1948, 
the building came under a 
heinous attack. On the day, 
a section of Old Dhaka’s 
Urdu speaking community 
launched an assault on the 
parishad office, ransacking 
it and assaulting its leaders. 
The police later came in to 
lock the premises. 

It also came under 
attack by anti-movement 
quarters after the Language 
Movement.

Given this, on January 
25, 1948, the parishad’s 
office was shifted to DU’s 
Fazlul Huq Muslim Hall.

As the city corporation trudges on with drain repair works, residents of Sylhet find themselves in a fix. 
Without regards for making alternative routes available, or running the works on one side of the road so 
that commuters can use the other, the project is taking up almost every inch of the street. This photo was 
taken from Kuarpar area yesterday. PHOTO: SHEIKH NASIR

Anwarul 
Islam’s death 
anniversary
CITY DESK

Today is the 28th death 
anniversary of Anwarul 
Islam Bobby, who played 
an important role in 
founding different 
newspapers.

He was the first Bangali 
to be secretary general of 
All Pakistan Newspapers 
Society before the 
Liberation War, said a press 
release.

After independence, 
he helped Sheikh Fazlul 
Haq Moni in founding The 
Bangladesh Times and 
Banglar Bani.  Later, he 
founded The Daily Life, 
the first local English daily 
from Chattogram; The 
Pulse, a medical weekly; 
and The Morning Sun (now 
defunct).


