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An office in tune with nature
HELEMUL ALAM

Around four years ago, right in the 
middle of concrete-covered Gulshan, one 
particular premise started welcoming 
visitors with the chirping of birds, the 
rustling of leaves, and the whistling of 
wind. 

The most surprising part, however, is 
that the building is actually an office -- the 
office of Teach for Bangladesh, to be more 
specific.

The whole structure, which stands on 16 
katha land, was designed and implemented 
by architects of Studio Dhaka.

“Teach for Bangladesh is an 
internationally recognised organisation 
that envisions bringing a rigorous and 
meaningful change in our country’s 
education system. Its former head office 
was conventional, and they wanted to 
give the whole place a new look,” said 
Muhammad Moniruzzaman, principal 
architect of the studio. In 2019, the design 
received the prestigious “JK Cement 
Award”, which recognises the best 

architectural projects of the sub-continent. 
“We always see an office from the user’s 

perspective, but here, the design team 
tried to convert the space into a tranquil 
location for both users and visitors,” said 
Moniruzzaman.

“We tried to keep the surroundings 
green, with natural settings, as much as 
possible, to avoid a superimposed look. So, 
the existing trees did not pose an obstacle, 
rather they acted as spontaneous design 
elements for us,” he explained.

“We had to accommodate typical office 
elements like workstations, conference-
seminar space, and other basic utilities 
too. But instead of housing 
all of them in a 

single 

structure, we divided them among three 
main ‘pods’ and three secondary service 
pods,” he continued. 

“The main pods are dedicated for 
workstations, while the service pods are for 
reception, conference, and dining spaces,” 
he said, adding that one will find the pods 
situated amid the natural environment 
of the premise, which consists of a huge 
mango tree, wide grass covers and neem 
trees. The outdoor area has an open 
courtyard and dining, a badminton court, 
and an amphitheatre. 

The compound welcomes holding 
formal sessions, symposiums and 
discussions in this serene setting.

The office is, however, currently closed 
due to the pandemic.

The architects opted for local gas-
burnt bricks, corrugated iron and plastic 
sheets, custom-made mild steel frames 
for all the openings, and cement for the 
floor finish. All the materials were selected 
based on availability, cost-effectiveness, 
and ecological advantages, Moniruzzaman 
informed.

At the Teach for Bangladesh office, one will find three main pods and three service pods amid the natural setting of the premises, 
which consists of a mango tree, wide grass covers and neem trees. PHOTO: COLLECTED

We always 
see an office 
from the user’s 
perspective, but here, the design 
team tried to convert the space 
into a tranquil location for both 
users and visitors.

Muhammad Moniruzzaman

Principal Architect of Studio Dhaka

Ranga 
apologises
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Faced with 
huge 
criticism 
for his 
recent 
remarks 
over his 
party’s stance, 
Jatiya Party 
co-chairman Moshiur 
Rahman Ranga apologised 
yesterday and pledged to 
not make such comments 
in the future.

Ranga said this at a 
meeting at the JP chief’s 
office in Banani.  

Ranga, also former 
secretary general of JP, 
recently said he will not 
allow his party to sever its 
ties with Awami League 
during his lifetime.

Speaking at the 
parliament on January 27, 
Ranga also said there’s no 
corruption in the country. 

Calling upon BNP MP 
Harunur Rashid, he said, 
“If you can provide me any 
evidence of corruption 
against any MP or any 
minister, I will stage a 
hunger strike in front of 
the press club with you [in 
protest].” 

Highly praising the 
government, Moshiur 
Rahman Ranga also said 
the country is on the right 
track except for a few 
scams like Hallmark.

Ranga’s remarks 
triggered huge criticism 
in and outside the 
party, with many saying 
his statements prove 
that JP is not a real 
opposition party, rather a 
domesticated opposition 
in parliament. 

Admitting the matter, 
JP chairperson GM 
Quader told The Daily 
Star, “Due to difference 
in statements made by 
the party’s top leaders on 
party policy, people are 
losing confidence in us.”

GM Quader said a 
political party cannot be a 
personal property of any 
leader. 

“That is why such 
remarks are not welcome,” 
GM Quader added. 

JP on February 6 
announced that only the 
party chief and secretary 
general Mujibul Haque 
Chunnu will make 
statements on policy 
related issues of the party 
in public.

‘He was crucial 
for microfinance’
Speakers reminisce 
Shafiqul Haque 
Chowdhury; memorial 
book unveiled
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Shafiqul Haque Chowdhury was a simple but 
courageous person. He was committed to his role 
as a social entrepreneur. He will survive through 
his works.

This is what speakers said about the ASA 
founder at a programme at Jatiya Press Club 
in the capital yesterday, marking a year of his 
passing.

At the session, a commemorative book titled 
“Shafiqul Haque Chowdhury Sharak Grantha” 
was also unveiled. The event was organised by 
Association of Social Advancement (ASA).

Speaking as chief guest, Planning Minister 
MA Mannan said the nation is proud of Shafiqul 
Haque Chowdhury’s contribution to poverty 
reduction. He said Shafiqul took ASA to new 
heights, establishing ASA International and ASA 
University.

Md Abdul Aziz, former cabinet secretary 
and senior adviser to ASA, spoke of Shafiqul’s 

commitment to social work. “Despite the adverse 
impact of Covid, Asha still plans to lend Tk 
38,000 crore to 7 million people this fiscal year.” 

He added, the memoir on Shafiqul will act as a 
guide for future generations.

During his speech, former governor of 
Bangladesh Bank Salehuddin Ahmed praised 
Shafiqul for his contribution to developing 
microfinance in the country.

Gonoshasthaya Kendra founder Jafrullah 
Chowdhury said, “If a borrower died, Shafiqul 
would write off their debts.”

Atiur Rahman, former Bangladesh Bank 
governor, also spoke. British microfinance expert 
Stuart Rutherford also joined event with a pre-
recorded speech. 

The memorial book on Shafiqul features 
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