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Contempt of 
court filed 
against CEC
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A contempt of court 
petition was filed with 
the High Court yesterday 
against Chief Election 
Commissioner KM Nurul 
Huda for not registering 
Ganasamhati Andolon as 
a political party in around 
three years after the HC 
has directed to do so.

Ganasamhati Andolon’s 
Chief Coordinator Zonayed 
Saki submitted the 
petition through lawyer 
Jyotirmoy Barua, saying 
that CEC Nurul Huda, who 
is scheduled to retire on 
February 14, has violated 
the HC directive.
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individual’s] origin that 
we feel has a basis, then 
we will make [the arrest] 
and everything is done 
according to existing legal 
procedures,” he was quoted 
as saying by Bernama, 
a state news agency in 
Malaysia.

Meanwhile, Malaysia’s 
home ministry in a letter to 
Dhaka said Khairuzzaman 
was arrested for breaching 
the immigration law, 
Shahriar Alam said 
yesterday. But he could not 
give any details of the law 
that has been breached.

He was an army major 
when Syed Nazrul Islam, 
acting president of 
Bangladesh government 
in exile, Tajuddin Ahmed, 
prime minister, M Mansur 
Ali, finance minister, and 
AHM Qamaruzzaman, 
minister of home affairs, 
relief and rehabilitation, 
were assassinated inside 
Dhaka Central Jail on 
November 3, 1975.

He was an accused in 
a case filed in connection 
with the killings.

After his retirement from 
the army, Khairuzzaman 
was placed in the foreign 
service. He was the 
ambassador of Bangladesh 
to the Philippines in 1996 
when the Awami League 
government recalled him.

He came back to 
Bangladesh and was sent to 
jail as the trial proceedings 
of the case went on. 
In 2004, a lower court 

acquitted him in the jail 
killing case. 

The High Court and the 
Appellate Division later 
upheld the lower court 
verdict.

In 2007, he became 
the high commissioner of 
Bangladesh to Malaysia. 
The Awami League came to 
power in 2009 and recalled 
him. As he did not come 
back, the government 
cancelled his Bangladeshi 
passport.

Bangladesh is also 
making efforts to 
bring back the killers 
of Bangabandhu, State 
Minister Shahriar said 
yesterday.

“We knew 
Khairuzzaman was living 
in Malaysia. The Western 
world shelters such 
accused individuals, but 
there is no such scope in 
Malaysia,” he said.

Asked if the government 
has asked Malaysia to 
return Khairuzzaman 
in relation to the case 
of Bangabandhu’s 
assassination, he said he 
would not comment on it.

“We will follow the 
same procedure [to bring 
Khairuzzaman back] that 
we follow to bring back 
Bangladeshi expatriates 
accused of crimes,” he said.

Khairuzzaman could 
have been punished in the 
jail killing case, but he was 
acquitted when the BNP 
came to power, he added. 
Many others accused in 
the Bangabandhu and jail 

killing cases were given 
government jobs.

After refusing to return 
home when he was recalled, 
Khairuzzaman applied 
for residency under the 
Malaysia My Second Home 
programme, sources said. 

It is not known 
whether he could avail 
the opportunity. This 
correspondent received the 
image of a card of the UN 
Refugee Agency bearing 
the name and photo of 
Khairuzzaman. The card is 
valid until May 22, 2024.

A source in Malaysia 
said the UNHCR and 
Malaysian Human Rights 
Commission approached 
the Malaysian home 
ministry, seeking his 
release.

Besides, Khairuzzaman’s 
lawyer served a legal 
notice to the Malaysian 
authorities demanding his 
immediate release.

Soon after 
Khairuzzaman got 
arrested, his lawyer said 
his client was detained 
without a valid reason and 
if he was not released in 24 
hours, the lawyer would 
file a habeas corpus in the 
court. 

Asked how the 
government would 
deal with the fact that 
Khairuzzaman was residing 
in Malaysia with a card of 
the UN Refugee Agency, 
Shahriar said he was not 
aware of the matter, adding 
that the government would 
check the issue.
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He said this is not a normal 
crime; it is state repression. 
“There is no accountability 
because there is no need 
for political support.”

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, 
who leads Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers’ 
Association, said every 
agency, including the 
police, is politicised.

“Our police still run on 
colonial laws. These laws 
were created to preserve 
the powers. We have to talk 

about a system change so 
that law enforcers serve the 
people and not the state,” 
she said.

Eminent jurist 
Shahdeen Malik pointed 
out that perpetrators of 
the killings that took place 
during Operation Clean 
Heart were given indemnity 
by the BNP government, 
driving home the point 
that anyone in power is 
complicit in crimes like 
extra-judicial killing and 
enforced disappearances.  

Star photo
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journalism category while 
Md Zakirul Mazed of 
Weekly Citizen won in the 
politics category.

Amran, who won the 
grand prize, will receive 
prize money of Tk 1 lakh, 
a crest, a certificate and a 
copy of the yearbook, while 
the other winners will 
receive prize money of Tk 
50,000 each, with crests, 
certificates and copies of 
the yearbook.

The winners will be 
awarded in a ceremony 
during a photo exhibition 
showcasing the selected 
images, which will be held 
from February 18 to March 
3. 

We don’t want
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recruitment, leading to 
a market suspension in 
September 2018. Former 
secretary-general of 
Bangladesh Association of 
International Recruiting 
Agencies (Baira) Ali 
Haider Chowdhury said 
while sending workers 
to Malaysia, the issue of 
syndication only surfaced 
in the case of Bangladesh.

Shameem Ahmed 
Chowdhury Noman, 
secretary-general of the 
previous Baira committee, 
said as per the new deal, 
Malaysian employers 
will choose Bangladeshi 
recruiting agency, while 
both authorities will 
crosscheck the authenticity 
of the said agency.

Sukumaran Nair, 
secretary-general of 
National Organisation of 
Private Service Agencies 
Malaysia, joined the event 
virtually from Malaysia. 
He said they don’t want 
any syndication in the 
recruitment of foreign 
workers from Bangladesh.

Former Baira president 
Noor Ali, whose agency 
was one of 10 agencies that 
sent workers to Malaysia 
previously, said although 
back then it was agreed that 
workers will be sent at a low 
cost, the promise was not 
kept. Abul Bashar, another 
former Baira president, said 
the Malaysia market should 
be kept open for all of about 
1,500 valid Bangladeshi 
recruiting agencies. 

21st death
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from 1968 to 1975, before 
joining the Dainik Bangla 
and the Bichitra as general 
manager. He joined The 
Daily Star in 1990 as its 
founder managing editor. 
He became executive editor 
in 1997 and worked in that 
capacity till his death. 

The first English 
sports commentator of 
the country, Tawfiq Aziz 
worked in radio, and later 
in television, since 1958. He 
was also the resident editor 
of Cricketer Asia of Hong 
Kong and Sports Times of 
Lahore. 

Tawfiq Aziz was the 
founder editor of the 
fortnightly Sports World 
(Krira Jagat). He was also 
involved with the weekly 
Holiday at the initial stage 

of its publication. 
A permanent member 

of Jatiya Press Club, he 
was elected president of 
Bangladesh Sports Writers’ 
Association six times.

He was also a national 
committee member of 
FEMA (Fair Election 
Monitoring Alliance). 

Tawfiq Aziz was a 
founder member and 
president of the country’s 
first group theatre “Drama 
Circle” and served the 
Rotary Club of Dhaka 
North-West as its president 
for two consecutive years 
from 1999. He died of lung 
cancer at the age of 64 on 
February 11, 2001. 

Family, friends and well-
wishers are requested to 
pray for the salvation of his 
departed soul.
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Badiul Alam’s 
death anniv 
observed
CITY DESK

Yesterday 
was the 
19th death 
anniversary 
of Advocate 
Badiul 
Alam, 
a freedom fighter and 
politician, said a press 
release.

On the occasion, 
Advocate Badiul Alam 
Memorial Foundation 
organised a milad mahfil 
in Chandanaish upazila, 
Chattogram.

He was born in 1926 
at Fatehnagar village in 
Chandanaish.

Badiul got his 
undergraduate degree 
from Calcutta University 
and LLB from Dhaka 
University.

During the 1971 
Liberation War, he was 
a regional president of 
Awami League and later he 
became president of the 
Socialist Party Chattogram 
south division.

After the war, he 
became vice president of 
the Lawyers Association 
and in 1981 he became its 
president.

He helped set up 
Fatehnagar Sharifunessa 
Nazir Uddin Girls High 
School at his native 
village, a primary school, a 
madrasa and a library, the 
press release added. 


