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50YRS OF TIES

Blinken invites 
Momen to US
BSS, Dhaka

US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken has 
invited Foreign Minister 
AK Abdul Momen to visit 
Washington DC to mark 
the 50th year of bilateral 
ties.

“This morning, I have 
been informed about the 
invitation,” Momen told 
the BSS.

He said the US 
Department of State 
conveyed the invitation to 
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Jet fuel price 
hiked again
Carriers say it’s a blow to pandemic recovery

RASHIDUL HASAN

The jet fuel price has gone up from 
Tuesday, the 11th hike in 15 months, 
dealing a fresh blow to the struggling 
aviation industry at a time when it was 
getting back up on its feet with the 
normalisation of air travel once again.

The price of jet fuel is now Tk 80 
per litre after the Padma Oil Company, 
a subsidiary of Bangladesh Petroleum 
Corporation, raised it by Tk 7 a litre. 

In December 2020, the price of 
jet fuel, which accounts for up to 46 
percent of the operational costs of an 
airline, was Tk 48 a litre.

“At the end of the day, the 
passengers will have to shoulder the 
burden of the jet fuel price hike,” said 
Mofizur Rahman, secretary-general of 
the Aviation Operators Association of 
Bangladesh.

In January last year, the lowest 
airfare on the domestic route was Tk 

3,200. In February 2022, it is Tk 4,000.
But because of the fresh round of jet 

fuel price hike, the minimum fare will 
increase by at least Tk 150, said airline 
executives on condition of anonymity.

“The aviation sector is already 
suffering from the third wave of the 
pandemic and the latest decision 
of increasing of jet fuel will hit the 
airlines industry hard. We will become 
a bankrupt airline if we do not adjust 
airfare in line with the price hike of jet 
fuel.” 

In most cases, the BPC has no logical 
base behind the increase in jet fuel 
price, said Rahman, also the managing 
director of Novoair.

There is a law that the BPC cannot 
fix the fuel price arbitrarily, but it 
seldom follows the rule, said an airline 
executive on condition of anonymity.

“The organisation randomly fixes 
the fuel price and increases it just as 
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Last polls 
under this  
EC today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eight union parishads go 
to polls today in the last 
phase of the lowest tier 
of local government body 
elections.

It is also the last polls 
under the outgoing 
Election Commission 
led by Chief Election 
Commissioner KM Nurul 
Huda.

Elections to chairman 
posts of three union 
parishads will not be held 
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City

Breaking Section 144
Muhammad Habibur Rahman

When we heard (February 20, 1952) that the All-Party State 
Language Action Committee decided against violating 
Section 144, we got very angry. Around 9:00pm-
10:00pm, seven or eight of us met on the east bank 
of the pond at Fazlul Haque Hall. At that meeting, a 
question arose as to whether violation of Section 144 
without adequate preparations would be proved to 
be a waste of energy. In the end, it was decided that 
Section 144 should be violated and the movement 
should not be stopped.

LANGUAGE MOVEMENT: IN THEIR OWN WORDS
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