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70pc cybercrime
FROM PAGE 3

Post and Telecommunication 
minister Mustafa Jabbar 
joined the event as chief guest 
and emphasised the need to 
raise awareness at all levels 
to make digital spaces safer 
for children and women. 
Deputy education minister 

Mohibul Hasan Chowdhury, 
NCTB chairman Prof Md 
Moshiuzzaman and BTRC 
chairman Shyam Sunder 
Sikder, among others, spoke 
at the event moderated 
by ASK executive director 
Golam Monowar Kamal.  

Form separate land
FROM PAGE 3

Besides, around 1.5 million 
indigenous migrant workers 
lost their livelihood and 
are currently unemployed, 
afflicted with acute 
food shortages after the 
pandemic.

Shohel Hajong, keynote 
presenter of the conference, 
said, “Around 69 percent 
of indigenous people of 
the plains are landless. 
For instance, 75 percent 
of Santal community, 85 
percent of Pahan and 92 
percent people of Patro 
communities are landless, 
losing their possessions 
to land grabbers or 
unsustainable development 
projects.” “Most of their 

children cannot continue 
education after primary 
classes. Due to poverty and 
remoteness, they cannot 
access modern healthcare 
facilities,” he added. 

Charles Whiteley, 
ambassador of the European 
Union in Bangladesh, 
said, “EU is working for 
Bangladesh’s indigenous 
communities’ development.”

Prof Mizanur Rahman, 
former chairman of NHRC, 
said, “We must admit that 
the country’s indigenous 
people are being deprived 
of their rights. The 
government should pass the 
land commission and non-
discrimination act without 
any delay.” 

Don’t forget
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Speaking on the occasion, 
PM said Awami League 
always believes in 
democracy and the voting 
rights of people.

“Through elections, 
people will pick the 
representatives of their 
choice... This is the reality 
and Narayanganj City 
Corporation election has 
proven that,” she said.

Hasina said the AL 
government is in power 
winning the trust and 
confidence of people.

Congratulating the 
elected representatives, she 
said NCC has been able to 
set an example by holding 
a transparent and peaceful 
election. The premier 
urged the elected public 
representatives to value 
the trust and confidence 
of people. “Don’t forget 
the pledges you made 

to the people. Work for 
their  welfare, they are now 
conscious. Perform your 
duties keeping that in 
mind.”

“Narayanganj is just 
beside Dhaka. It’s a very 
important city. We’ve 
taken many plans and 
projects. Make sure those 
are implemented properly... 
keep up the momentum.”

Talking about BNP, 
Hasina, also the chief of 
AL, said the party has 
no leadership. “Why will 
people cast their votes for 
a party, the chairperson 
of which is a convicted 
fugitive and staying 
abroad? They (BNP) never 
want election, they don’t 
understand election.”

“They only know how to 
rig votes. They don’t know 
how to motivate voters as 
they don’t believe in voting 
rights of people,” she said.

On the road for 3 years
FROM PAGE 1

After Nayeem’s death, it 
was found that a part-time 
cleaner of Dhaka South City 
Corporation was driving a 
waste-transporting vehicle. 
NO FITNESS, NO ROUTE 
PERMIT 
Five brothers were killed 
after the pick-up truck 
ran them over on Tuesday 
morning while they 
were returning from 
a crematorium after 
performing the funeral rites 
for their recently deceased 
father in Chakaria upazila 
of Cox’s Bazar. 

The incident happened 
when nine siblings were 
crossing the highway under 
Malumghat area to go to 
their home at Rivabang 
village, Safayet Hossain, 
officer-in-charge of 
Malumghat Highway Police 
Station in Chakaria said. 

Asked what could 
be the reason behind it, 
Safayet told The Daily Star 
yesterday, “Accident is an 
accident.” 

He, however, said there 
was a turn on the road near 
the accident spot and the 
road was still dark when the 
accident took place around 
5:00am. 

Replying to another 
question, he said, “We are 
yet to ascertain the vehicle’s 

owner and checking 
documents. Other things 
cannot be revealed right 
now for investigation’s 
sake.” 

They filed a case and 
tried to arrest the driver, he 
said. 

Citing documents, 
sources at Bangladesh 
Road Transport Authority 
(BRTA) said the vehicle was 
registered with Chattogram 
BRTA office in 2016 against 
a private bank and TIN of a 
prominent company, which 
sells such vehicles, was used. 

“It seems the vehicle 
was bought with the bank 
loan. That’s why the name 
of the actual owner was 
not mentioned on the 
document,” a BRTA official 
said, wishing anonymity. 

As per the documents, 
validities of the fitness 
clearance and tax token of 
the vehicle was expired in 
May 2018; and the route 
permit in May 2019. 

The single-cabin 
commercial vehicle was 
supposed to take fitness 
clearance and tax token 
annually and route permit 
one in three years. 

“It seems the vehicle 
was never taken to the 
BRTA office after getting 
registration,” the BRTA 
official said.
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