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‘I’m sorry’
Australia PM 
apologises for 
abuse, bullying in 
parliament

AFP, Sydney

Australia’s prime minister 
apologised for widespread 
sexual harassment, abuse 
and bullying of political 
staff yesterday, a year 
after a high-profile rape 
allegation rocked the 
country’s parliament.

Addressing MPs, Scott 
Morrison apologised 
directly to former staffer 
who said she was raped 
by a male colleague in a 
minister’s office in 2019.

“I’m sorry to Ms Higgins 
for the terrible things that 
took place here,” Morrison 
said describing a decades-
long culture of abuse in 
the corridors of power.

“But I am sorry for far 
more than that, for all of 
those who came before 
Higgins, endured the same.”

Taiwan welcomes 
arms sale from US
AFP, Taipei

Taiwan yesterday thanked the United States for selling 
up to $100 million worth of equipment and services to 
support its air and missile defence systems, as China 
ramps up incursions of warplanes into the island’s air 
defence zone.

Self-ruled democratic Taiwan lives under constant 
threat of invasion by authoritarian China, which views 
the island as part of its territory to be seized one day -- by 
force if necessary.

Momentous phase
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Maulana Tarkabagish, 
Khairat Hossain and Anwara 
Khatoon with all congress 
members of the assembly 
walked out. The army was 
then called out and they 
started patrolling the streets.

The following day, more 
people were killed by the 
army. 

The deceased included 
a Dhaka High Court clerk 
and a rickshaw-puller. The 
Central State Language 
Action Committee was 
dissolved on the basis 
of the resolution of the 
committee adopted earlier. 
The leadership was taken 
over by the Youth League 
and university students, 
who raised funds, hired 
microphones and placed 
them on the roofs of the 
halls to address others 
continuously.

Ministers took shelter in 
the cantonment area and 
for about a week, police 
oppression continued both 
in Dhaka and Narayanganj.

The leaders of the 
movement in Dhaka went 
underground, but they were 
arrested within a week. 

With that, the movement 
entered the second phase. 
A new action committee 
was formed with Ataur 
Rahman Khan as its 
convener.

Kamruddin Ahmad 
actively participated in 
the Language Movement 
in 1948. In 1952, he was a 
member of the All-party 
State Language Action 
Committee.

This is an abridged 
version of Kamruddin 
Ahmad’s article published 
in The Morning News on 
February 21, 1972.

Independents outdo
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and independents in 1,778. 
According to the EC, 

elections to the chairman 
posts of 369 were not 
required as candidates 
were elected unopposed 
and of them, 368 were AL 
ticket holders. 

Besides, 994 UP 
members and 403 
candidates for women’s 
reserved seats were also 
elected uncontested. 

In this year’s election, a 
total of 369 chairmen were 
elected uncontested in the 
six phases. It was much 
higher than the 2016 UP 
poll’s 207. 

This year’s UP polls 
witnessed violence across 
the country. 

According to media 
reports, at least 101 people 
have so far been killed and 
several hundred injured in 
violence centring the polls. 


