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Victims of the fire that broke out at Sitakunda’s
Sonaichhari Jelepara, in the early hours of January
28, have been living, under the open sky on the
floors of their burnt homes, as they could not

arrange for alternative lodging.
PHOTO: RAJIB RAIHAN

11 days
under the
open sky

Little to no relief for fire
victims at Sitakunda’s
Jelepara

SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

At least 22 families, who lost almost everything

to a devastating fire in Sonaichhari Jelepara in
Sitakunda uparzila, have been living under the open
sky for the last eleven days in the chilling winter
cold.

On January 28, seven houses, mostly tin sheds,
were burned in the mysterious fire during the early
hours.

This correspondent visited the area on Monday
afternoon.

Some of the families were found sleeping on the
floors of their burnt homes, while others were seen
living under trees.

Victims of the fire hazard said they were living
under the open sky as they could not manage
alternative lodging.

The only support

they got came from the “I couldn’t

Union Parishad, in the touch anything.
form of some dry food, I couldn’t
they said. hi
“I'went to bed around save ?nyt ing.
12:30am that night,” Everything burnt
Swapna Das, one of the to ashes within
victims, said. the blink of an
“Suddenly, I noticed eye”

the fire in front of
our room and heard
people screaming from outside. I tried to save our
valuables, but they were already burning by then,”
she added.

“I couldn’t touch anything. I couldn’t save
anything. Everything burnt to ashes within the
blink of an eye.”

Bishwanath Das, another victim, alleged that
Shamim Hossain, a local trader, is behind the
incident.

“Shamim, with the help of local anglers
Durjodhan Das and Rupan Das, drove us out of the
spot where we used to stretch our fishing nets in
order to set up theirs.”

“Once they also set fire to my net. This time, they
came for our homes,” Bishwanath said.

“When we tried to get out [during the fire], we
found that the main gate was locked from the
outside,” he said.

Bishwanath also mentioned that they managed
to get out through an alternative exit.

Khair Hossain, Sonaichhari Union Parishad
member, suspects that the incident was a sabotage.
“We have asked police to take necessary action,” he
told The Daily Star.

On February 4, victim Bishwanath filed a case
accusing unidentified persons with Sitakunda
Police Station.

However, law enforcers are yet (o arrest anyone
in this regard.

Suman Banik, inspector (investigation),
Sitakunda Police Station, said an investigation on
the incident is underway.

Contacted, Shamim Hossain refuted the
allegations.

“Fake allegations have been made against me
to take the whole issue to a different direction,” he
told this correspondent.

Won’t allow it

Says food minister on
‘attempt’ to destabilise
rice market

UNB, Dhaka

Food Minister Sadhan Chandra Majumder
yesterday warned against hoarding of rice saying
no one will be allowed to destabilise the rice
market.

He was virtually exchanging views with local
government officials, mill owners and traders
on ways (o prevent rice hoarding and market
monitoring at Rangpur deputy commissioner’s
office.

Sadhan said the government is ready to import
rice if it’s needed to keep the market stable. So
those who are thinking of hoarding the food
grains to manipulate market should refrain from
it, he added.

He said there is no logic behind hike in the rice
price as this year’s harvest has been satisfactory
unlike last year when cyclone Amphan damaged
Crops.

“We won'’t tolerate any manipulation with
the price,” he said pointing to mill owners and
traders.

The minister also asked the authorities
concerned to investigate whether any licensed
rice trader is involved in storing rice illegally.
Strict action will be taken against wrong-doers,
he said.

Abdul Hannan, a spokesperson for mill
owners, said the price of fine rice cannot be
reduced as its demand is high. He also urged the
government to take steps in importing rice to
stabilise the market.
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