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Driving on a highway in itself is a risky business, as vehicles that run on it 
have to maintain a constant high speed. Amidst this rush, a battery run auto-
rickshaw, carrying a load beyond its capacity, was spotted on the Dhaka-Aricha 
highway, running the risk of a major accident. This photo was taken yesterday 
from Savar’s Hemayetpur area. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

‘Ensure justice 
for elephants’
Moulvibazar court issues 
order over use of torture, 
abuse to train elephants
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

A Moulvibazar court yesterday ordered forest 
department and police officials to investigate 
the issue of using torture and abuse to train 
elephants in Juri upazila. 

The court also ordered them to submit a 
report by February 15.

Chief Judicial Magistrate Muhammod Ali 
Ahsan issued the order, in response to 

a The Daily Star report, published 
on January 28, under section 

25 of the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (CrPC) to ensure 
“Environmental Justice”.

The Daily Star report -- 
“Torture, abuse, separation: 
Story of domesticating 

elephants” -- brought to light 
the heinous training method, 

known locally as “Hadani”’, 
that the owners use in order to 

domesticate the elephants.
The “Hadani” employs brutal training 

methods, including tying up baby elephants 
after separating them from their mothers. The 
magistrate also served a show-cause notice 
to Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, divisional forest 
officer, and OC Sanjoy Chakraborty of Juri police. 

They were ordered to submit reports, 
mentioning names and details of people behind 
this so-called training; how the elephants came 
to be owned (whether they were purchased or 
captured from the wild); what steps were taken 
against “Hadani” and more.

Rezaul Karim said, “I will respond to it 
immediately and accordingly [upon receiving it].”

In the court order, the magistrate stated that 
the so-called training is a clear violation of the 
Wildlife (Conservation and Security) Act 2012, 
mentioning that the people behind it are to be 
convicted under section 39, 40 and 41 of the law.

RU STUDENT FARUK HOSSAIN MURDER

Bruises gone, 
trauma remains

Witness recounts events of 12-year old case
ANWAR ALI, Rajshahi

It has been twelve years since the 
gruesome murder of Rajshahi 
University student Faruk Hossain in the 
early hours of February 9, 2010.

However, the case trial, pinning 
top-tier leaders of Jamaat and Chhatra 
Shibir, has seen little to no progress.

The trial began at Rajshahi 
metropolitan additional session 
judge’s court by framing charges in 
July 2019, after a nine-year-long police 
investigation came to an end.

For over two-and-a-half years, the 
date for hearing prosecution witnesses 
have been deferred many times due 
to the pandemic, according to public 
prosecutor Siraji Shawkat Salehin.

He also expressed his doubts to this 
correspondent over the possibility of 
any progress on February 13, the next 
date for hearing.

However, the prosecution witnesses 
have stories that are no less horrifying 
than the murder itself.

Talking to this correspondent 
recently, Md Ruhul Amin, one of the 
witnesses, recalled how he almost 
lost his life amidst the violence of that 
night. Ever since moving in as a resident 
student at RU’s Sayed Amir Ali Hall 
in 2007, Ruhul has closely observed 
Shibir’s reign of terror.

“Very few dared to utter the name of 
Chhatra League,” he said.

In one of the many attacks and 
counterattacks on Shibir members by 
BCL activists, Sharifuzzaman Nomani, a 
prominent Shibir leader at the campus 
at that time, was killed.

On February 9, 2010, a coordinated 
attack was launched by around 100 
Shibir men on BCL members at 
different male dormitories of the 
campus following this incident. At 
1:20am of that night, Ruhul was 
bedridden with fever in his room, when 
Shibir men broke in and attacked him 
with machetes, Chinese axes, hammers 
and rods.

Ruhul was subjected to inhuman 
torture by the attackers. “They broke 
my limbs and cut the tendons of my left 
hand and right leg,” he said. 

Ruhul recalled that later, police 
recovered him from his room and 
admitted him to RMCH, where he got 
18 stitches on his head, and 126 stitches 
on the back and the lower parts of his 
body. 

For more than a year, he went 
through a series of surgeries.

“The bruises from the night are now 
gone, but the pain and trauma remain. 
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During one of 
the many attacks 

that night, 
Shibir members 

brutally murdered 
Faruk Hossain, a 

mathematics major, 
dragged his body 

out of his room at 
Shah Makhdum Hall 

and dumped it into 
a sewer.


