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as global attention is focused
on the pandemic and, more recently, the
Ukraine crisis. February 1, 2022 marked
the first anniversary of the brazen coup in
which the ruthless military junta seized
power and deposed the democratically
elected government headed by the
National League for Democracy (NLD).
Citizens observed the day with a “silent
strike” in Yangon, and demonstrated
across the country to register their
resentment over the junta’s hostilities and
the global community’s inaction.

Since the coup, the Tatmadaw has

unleashed a reign of terror on Myanmar’s

resources to tighten its grip on the
country, and slaughter freedom-loving
citizens in the Kachin, Karin, Shan, and
Rakhine states. The army, local businesses
controlled by the dominant ethnic group,
and foreign investors have teamed up to
provide a lifeline to the various operations
of the regime. This unholy alliance is
using the oil and gas, gemstones, and
timber industries to support the economy
and provide foreign exchange to the
military for equipment and supplies,
and to defray the cost of maintaining
the supply chain feeding the military-
industrial- mining complex.

Most of the extractive industry
revenue in Myanmar comes from four big
offshore projects producing natural gas.
It is estimated that gas extraction is the
source of about 50 percent of Myanmar’s
foreign exchange. Myanmar Oil and
Gas Enterprise (MOGE) is a state-owned
company that operates with international
partners such as Chevron and Total to
channel billions of dollars into the pocket
of the military. MOGE's purse is totally
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