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It was followed up by a more 
ambitious programme of a 
strike in all the educational 
institutions of Dhaka city on 
February 4, a public meeting 
in the university and a 
procession after the meeting. 
All the programmes were 
successful. 

On February 21, the 
All-Party State Language 
Action Committee decided 
to organise province-
wide strikes, meetings 
and processions, but on 
February 20, section 144 
was imposed in Dhaka.

There was a meeting of 
11 student leaders on the 
eastern ghat of the tank 
adjoining Dhaka Hall in 
the small hours of the 
night. The meeting was 
brief and historical. It was 
unanimously decided that 
Section 144 would be defied. 

The attitude of the 
leaders of the political 
parties was compromising. 
They were apprehensive 
of repression. But the 
students had confidence in 
the people that unlike 1948 
the people of Bengal this 
time would rally behind 
them in the struggle.

The evolution of the 
political situation by the 
students proved to be 
correct on February 22. 

On February 21, the 
procession of the students 
was resisted with bullets, 
the ultimate weapon in the 

armoury of the ruling class. 
As the news of the 

outrageous action of 
the police in Dhaka got 
around in other parts of the 
province, it provoked instant 
protest strikes and street 
demonstrations everywhere. 

The whole province 
was in turmoil and the 
administration was brought 
to a standstill. In 1952, the 
language movement turned 
into a political movement -- 
and it went on to kindle the 
spirit of nationhood for the 
first time.

Gaziul Haque presided 
over the historic Amtala 
meeting held on February 
21, 1952 in the Dhaka 
University campus.

This is an abridged 
version of Gaziul Haque’s 
article published in The 
Bangladesh Observer on 
February 21, 1972.

Benefits for
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“We know about the issue 
of excluding temporary 
workers who are more 
eligible for the grant,” he 
said. 

Meanwhile, Bijoy 
Bunarji, UP chairperson 
of Rajghat, said, “The 
union leaders agreed to 
the scheme because they 
are elected mostly by the 
permanent workers’ votes.”

However, the union’s 
central committee vice-
president Pankaj Kanda 
told this correspondent 
that they have not been 
informed about the 
scheme.

Shukla Gatuwal, a 
temporary tea worker who 
is currently unemployed, 
said she has not been 
getting regular work in 
the post-Covid period. “It 
would be nice if I could get 
some help right now.”

“Union leaders assured 
us that we will get benefits 
as well, but the grants have 
been reserved only for the 
permanent workers this 
time as well. I feel helpless, 
to say the least,” she told 
this correspondent.  

Railway inks deal
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Talking to The Daily Star 
in December last year, 
Mizanur Rahman said 
another three years after 
the expiry of the revised 
deadline of June 2022 is 
needed. In June 2018, BR 
took up the Tk 3,602 crore 
project, with loans from 
Asian Development Bank, 
that would substantively 
enhance its operational 
capacity in three years.

But come June 2021, 
let alone complete the 
project -- which entails 
procuring 40 locomotives, 
125 luggage vans and 1,000 
wagons -- BR has failed to 
complete even the signing 
of agreements with all 
vendors, in a development 
that has become a 
characteristic of BR. 

Of the 37 projects it 

is implementing, 26 -- 
including this one -- has 
been extended at least 
once.

The project is procuring 
all these locomotives, 
luggage vans and wagons 
under five packages while 
contract for a fourth 
package was signed in 
December last year. The 
fifth and last one was 
signed yesterday. 

The project authorities 
blamed cancellation of 
tender process, delay to 
get concurrence from 
ADB and the pandemic for 
the delay in the project’s 
implementation. 

Talking at yesterday’s 
contract signing ceremony, 
Sujan said it is not possible 
to develop Bangladesh 
without the development 
of railway. 

Four killed in road
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in Durgapur upazila 
yesterday. The victim is 
Rasel Mia (20) from Sadar 
upazila in Jamalpur.

Durgapur Police Station 

Officer-in-Charge Mir 
Mahbubur Rahman said 
the accident occurred as 
the driver lost control over 
the steering due to poor 
visibility amid dense fog. 
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It said strong evidence 
supports the conclusion 
that the crimes committed 
against the people of 
East Pakistan during the 
war were widespread and 
systematic and carried out 
by the Pakistan Army, other 
militia forces (Razakars, Al 
Badr, Al Shams), and pan-
Islamic political forces, 
including Jamaat-e-Islam, 
Nezam-e-Islam and the 
Muslim League.


