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Pineapple
FROM PAGE 5

diesel price hike. Most of 
our products go to Cox’s 
Bazar and Noakhali,” 
he said. Kamal Ahmed, 
a wholesale seasonal 
fruits trader, said prices 
are higher now as the 
pineapple season hasn’t 
started yet, so they can 
make a little more profit.

Propaganda
FROM PAGE 3

It amounts to treason, 
he added. Replying to 
a query over the search 
committee, the minister 
said the committee has 
been formed as per the law 
and everyone played pivotal 
roles as neutral persons. 

“I think that the search 
committee is a good 
one. An excellent general 
election will be held by 
the Election Commission, 
which will be formed by the 
search committee,” he said.

Enact ‘Clean Air Act’
FROM PAGE 3

president Al Gore, Saber 
said pollution should never 
be the price for prosperity.

“A rule won’t solve 
the crisis, unless we treat 
public health with utmost 
importance.”

Around two lakh people 
die due to air pollution; 
tobacco kills another two 
lakh. Public health should 
be treated as a priority in 
the upcoming budget,” he 
observed.

Prof Md Ahmed 
Karuzzaman Mojumder, 
chairperson of Stamford 
University’s environmental 
science department and 
founding director of CAPS, 
delivered the keynote 
presentation, outlining 
how the air has become 
toxic, as well as sources and 
impacts of pollution.

Dr Asif Mujtaba 
Mahmud, secretary 
general of Bangladesh 
Lung Foundation, said one 
in ten deaths worldwide 
is attributable to air 
pollution. 

Md Iqbal Ahmed, senior 
environment specialist at 
World Bank, also called for 

enacting the law soon.
During his speech, Md 

Selim Reza, chief executive 
officer of Dhaka North City 
Corporation, described 
their measures to contain 
air pollution.

Md Ziaul Haque, director 
of DoE (Dhaka district), 
said although they shut 
down around 800 brick 
kilns in Dhaka, they could 
not make much progress 
in ensuring alternative 
facilities.

“As the ongoing mega 
projects will be finished 
by 2022, we hope the air 
quality will improve a bit 
from next year,” he said.

Dr Kazir Saifuddin 
Bennor, joint secretary 
of Bangladesh Lung 
Foundation; MAA Shoukat 
Choudhury, professor 
of Buet’s chemical 
engineering department; 
Md Mizanur Rahman, 
president of Bangladesh 
Brick Manufacturing 
Owners Association; 
and Mizanur Rahman, 
director (law and company 
secretary) of LafargeHolcim 
Bangladesh were also 
present.
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demanding reopening of 
all educational institutions 
immediately.

If the government 
does not respond to 
their demand, they 
will announce tougher 
movements involving the 
students, they said at the 
rally held on DU campus.

“Our government was 
supposed to make efforts 
to recover the lost time. But 
now, they are shutting the 
institutions again.”

Everything else like 
banks, offices, industries, 
trade fair, shopping malls 
remain open,” said Joydeep 
Bhattacharya, president of 
SSF.

Earlier on January 21, 
the cabinet division said 
schools, colleges and 
equivalent educational 
institutions will remain 
closed until February 6.

On Wednesday, the 
education ministry 
extended the closure for 
two weeks.

One killed, 
3 hurt in 
Rajbari road 
accident
STAR REPORT

A man was killed and 
three were injured in 
a road accident on 
Rajbari-Kushtia road in 
Henarmor area under 
Pangsha upazila in Rajbari 
yesterday. 

The deceased is 
identified as Arshafur 
Islam (30) of Mirpur 
upazila in Kushtia.

Quoting locals, Tarikul 
Islam, assistant sub-
inspector of Pangsha 
Highway Police Station, 
said, “The accident took 
place when a Rajbari-
bound three-wheeler 
collided head-on with a 
truck around 7:30am.” 

Arshafur died on the 
spot. The injured were 
taken of Pangsha upazila 
health complex.  They 
were released soon after, 
said doctors at the health 
complex. 

The body was handed 
over to the family.

UNION PARISHAD POLLS

Rival accuses AL candidate 
of threatening to shoot
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

A chairman candidate of union parishad 
election in Chattogram has been accused 
of threatening to shoot his rivals.

A video went viral on social media 
where Akter Hossain, Awami League’s 
chairman candidate of Khagaria Union 
Parishad polls, was telling his activists he 
always has two firearms with him, before 
instructing them to “do what you have to, 
I’ll tackle the consequences.” 

He said this at a public meeting on 
Thursday night.

Rival chairman candidate Jasim Uddin 

has lodged a complaint with Satkania 
Police Station in this connection.

However, Akter claimed that the tape 
was fake and his voice was doctored 
through editing.

“After the allegation surfaced, I 
surrendered my licensed guns to the 
police station,” he said, adding, “My 
opponents were spreading propaganda to 
tarnish my image.”

Abdul Jalil, officer-in-charge of 
Satkania Police Station, said they watched 
the video and were investigating it.

“We have seized the two licensed guns 
from Akter,” he confirmed.
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Mohammad 
Badrul 
Ahsan’s death 
anniv today
CITY DESK

Today is the second death 
anniversary of Mohammad 
Badrul Ahsan, a weekly 
columnist for The Daily 
Star for many years, and 
the publisher and editor 
of now defunct weekly 
magazine, First News.

He also served for a 
long time with Standard 
Chartered Bank and 
was stationed in Dhaka 
and Dubai. A passionate 
writer, he left his banking 
career to publish the 
country’s first and only 
newsmagazine, “First 
News” in 2010.

Badrul Ahsan, the 
inimitable weekly author 
of “Cross Talk” in The Daily 
Star, started writing his 
column in 2000. 

He also wrote several 
books -- including 
“Grameen Bank and 
Muhammad Yunus” and  
“In Search of a Nation” 
published by Mowla 
Brothers. 

“A Good Man in the 
Woods and other essays”, 
“Crosstalk Essays”, and 
“The Parallax View”, 
were published by The 
University Press Limited.

Rabeya Khan 
passes away
CITY DESK

Rabeya Khan Firoza, wife 
of late Sultan uz Zaman 
Khan (CSP 1955 batch), 
passed away yesterday. She 
was 83.

She was the eldest 
daughter of late Fazlul 
Huq Mowla, a pioneer of 
insurance in Bangladesh. 
She lived in Bangkok, 
Thailand for 15 years while 
her husband was in ESCAP 
from 1977-1992.

Rabeya is survived by 
two daughters and sons-in-
law and two grandchildren.  
The family sought prayers 
from all for the salvation of 
her departed soul.

Dhaka South City Corporation had declared this footover bridge at the 
capital’s New Market as risky a couple of weeks back, prohibiting 
pedestrians from using it. But even though the city corporation put up 
a sign there, this did little to stymie business-as-usual at the bridge. 
This photo was taken recently. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN


