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‘You have come to power’
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them to a distant place. 
At noon, we could 

not stop the crowd. The 
Assembly session was about 
to start. Everyone wanted 
to go that way. Everyone 
left hurriedly. We reached 
the medical college hostel.

Police fired tear gas 
shells which were like hand 
grenades. One of those 
did not explode. Students 
brought it to us. We were 
inside the medical barracks. 
They said they would throw 
the tear gas shell back. We 
did not say anything about 
it. We were wondering what 
could be done. I later heard 
that police fired shots at 
the protesters after the 
latter threw the shell. I also 
remember hearing shots 
a few minutes after the 
students came to us.

I didn’t go home that 
night. I went underground. 
Police issued warrants 
against eight of us, 
including Oli Ahad, Kazi 
Golam Mahbub and Matin.

Soon after the police 
firing, [Maulana Abdur 
Rashid] Tarkabagish, 
Khairat Hossain, Khan 
Saheb Osman Ali, Anwara 
Khatun, and Kushtia’s 
Shamsuddin Ahmed walked 
out [of the East Pakistan 
Provincial Assembly] and 
joined the protest.

Next day, a spontaneous 
movement was waged and 
a strike was enforced. It 
turned out to be a mass 
protest. People hanged 
placards containing names 
of Nazimuddin (then prime 
minister of Pakistan) and 

Nurul Amin (then chief 
minister of East Bengal) 
around dogs’ neck.

At that time, we brought 
out a demy-size magazine. 
We published it for three 
days. Numerous leaflets 
were also published. It 
didn’t cost us any money. 
We raised funds from 
general people.

People in villages also 
participated in processions 
on February 22-23. After 
the widespread mass 
upsurge for two straight 
days, police gave up. Oli 
Ahad played a key role in 
this movement.

We roamed around 
the streets freely. No one 
arrested us. In front of the 
medical college hostel gate, 
a senior police officer told 
Shamsul Huq: “What shall 
we say now? You have come 
to power.”

At that time, an 
instruction came from 
the [Communist] party. It 
said the strike cannot be 
enforced for an indefinite 
period; people are not 
ready for such a movement 
and that’s why it needs to 
be stopped.

Mohammad Toaha was 
a member of the All Party 
State Language Action 
Committee.

This is an abridged 
version of Mohammad 
Toaha’s interview 
published in Bhasha 
Andolon Prasanga: Katipay 
Dalil (Ed. Badruddin Umar, 
Bangla Academy, 1995)

Translated by: 
Shamsuddoza Sajen, The 
Daily Star
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Md Anawar Hossain got it 
for his role in science and 
technology and Prof Dr 
Gautam Buddha Das in 
education.

SM Abraham Lincoln 
and Sangharaj Gyanshree 
Mahather were named in 
the social service category.

Poet Kamal Chowdhury 
and Jharna Das 
Purkayastha were awarded 
in language and literature 
category.

Dr Enamul Huq, Dr 
Shahanaj Sultana and Dr 
Jannatul Ferdous, as a 
team, and Dr Abdus Sattar 
Mandal, as an individual, 
got the Ekushey Padak 
for their contributions in 
research this year, reports 
UNB.

Last year, 21 eminent 
personalities won the 
Ekushey Padak.

10 killed in 
Afghan coal 
mine collapse
AFP, Kabul

At least 10 miners died in 
Afghanistan after being 
trapped underground 
when a coal mine collapsed 
in the northern province 
of Baghlan, an official said 
yesterday.

Know your 
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Many even use it to treat 
intestinal worms.

Chirata paste is useful 
in managing skin problems 
including acne and its 
powder can reduce the 
redness and inflammation 
of the skin and prevent 
infections.

Using Chirata has not 
been associated with any 
downsides on record. 
However, too much of its 
use is not recommended. 

Its use should also 
not replace treatment by 
medical professionals.

Baitul 
Mukarram 
khatib 
passes away
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prof 
Maulana 
Muhammad 
Salahuddin, 
khatib 
of Baitul 
Mukarram 
National Mosque, died at 
a city hospital yesterday 
afternoon. He was 78.

After falling sick in the 
afternoon at his Jigatola 
residence, Salahuddin was 
rushed to Lab Aid Hospital. 
Doctors later declared him 
dead at around 4:00pm, 
said sources at the 
religious affairs ministry. 

He has been 
suffering from old-age 
complications, Islamic 
Foundation said in a press 
release. 

Salahuddin left behind 
his wife, three daughters, 
one son and a host of 
relatives and well wishers 
to mourn his death.

He was appointed the 
khatib of Baitul Mukarram 
Mosque in 2009. He was 
also chairperson of  sharia 
council at various banks 
and financial institutes.  

His first namaj-e-janaza 
will be held at the Baitul 
Mukarram mosque after 
Juma prayers today. 

The second and third 
janaza will be held in 
Jigatola and Mirpur 
respectively. 

He will be buried in 
Mirpur. 

President Abdul Hamid, 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, ministers and 
state ministers expressed 
profound shock at his 
death.

‘Meet with doctors’ held at 
United Hospital
CITY DESK

United Hospital’s Cancer Center organised a meetup 
with doctors, technologists, nurses as well as those 
associated with the centre yesterday, marking World 
Cancer Day.

Shanti Bansal, director medical services, United 
Hospital Limited, was present on the occasion. 

Dr Rashid Un Nabi, Dr Asim Kumar Sengupta and Dr 
Sharif Ahmed were also present on the occasion. 

Masud Ahmed, general manager, communication and 
business development, conducted the programme.

An artist’s
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his motorbike at a 
construction site near 
Martyred Prof Habibur 
Rahman Hall on Tuesday 
night. 

Another senior year 
student, Rayhan Rimel, 
was also injured in the 
accident.

Saidul Haque 
passes away
CITY DESK

Advocate 
Gazi Saidul 
Haque, 
founder 
president 
and current 
adviser of 
Senior Citizens Welfare 
Organization located at 
Sector-4, Uttara, passed 
away on January 30 at 
United Hospital, Dhaka. 

He was 92.  Saidul left 
behind his two sons, two 
daughters, grandchildren 
and numerous admirers.

He was buried in 
his family graveyard at 
Shologhar in Sreenagar, 
Munshiganj. 

After obtaining LLB 
degree from Dhaka 
University in 1974, he 
started practising law.  He 
worked as a lawyer at the 
Supreme Court from 1978 
to 2020.  He is father-in-
law of freedom fighter 
Mahbub Uddin Ahmed Bir 
Bikram, a retired SP. 

A doa will be held today 
after Asr prayers at Jame 
Mosque, Sector-4, Uttara.

Death anniv 
of Dr AR 
Mallick today
CITY DESK

Today is the 
25th death 
anniversary 
of Dr AR 
Mallick, an 
eminent 
educationist 
and the first technocrat 
finance minister of the 
country.

He was a professor of 
South Asian Regional 
Studies at the University of 
Pennsylvania, USA, in the 
early 1960s, and was the 
founding vice-chancellor 
of Chittagong University.

He was also president 
of the Liberation Council 
of Intelligentsia, the 
first education secretary 
and the first high 
commissioner to India.  

He was elected 
chairman of ADB.

His publications 
include “British Policy 
and the Muslims in 
Bengal” and “Amar Jibon 
Kotha O Bangladesher 
Mukti Sangram”. Bangla 
Academy published “Dr AR 
Mallick Sharak Grontho”, 
comprising articles by 
renowned personalities 
from home and abroad.

Besides, Dr AR 
Mallick Lecture Hall 
has been established in 
Dhaka, Rajshahi and 
Jahangirnagar universities. 

On the occasion, a milad 
will be held at his ancestral 
home in Rajapur.
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