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Made-up statistics on the world’s most trust-
worthy site, Facebook, show that 60 percent 
of CSE students face a common request from 
their friends: “Can you please hack a Face-
book account for me?” 

While in the real world a computer engi-
neer would struggle to decide which code to 
steal from GitHub, Hollywood plays a crucial 
role in raising unreal expectations from CSE 
students. 

How would a real-life computer engineer 
deal with Hollywood movie scenarios?

THE MATRIX

To begin with, an actual computer engineer 
wouldn’t even respond to Morpheus’ invite 
or follow the white rabbit. Neo’s job in the 
Matrix is pretty stable. 

In a country where there are more comput-
er engineers than computers, a 9 to 5 job at a 
leading software development firm is damn 
lucrative. Is the red/blue pill thing even a 
choice? At least in the Matrix, I’m stuck at an 
underpaid, dead-end job. 

Moreover, being a programmer outside 
the Matrix is pretty tough. I ransacked stack 
overflow and couldn’t find a single code on 
how to break into the Matrix or simulate cool 
ammunitions in it. It might come off as a 
surprise but coding isn’t technically GTA Vice 
City where you type “NUTTERTOOLS” and 
get unlimited ammo.

SKYFALL (OR ANY JAMES BOND 007 FILM)
Imagine getting employed by a Bond villain 
after graduation and getting transferred to a 
creepy, isolated island. You’d have to spend 
your hours trying to break into one of the 
world’s most highly secure secret agencies and 
steal their encrypted data. 

Furthermore, universities in Bangladesh 
don’t include “How to encrypt your boss’ evil 
plan to end the world and make it look like a 
cool holograph” course. However, if you can 
encrypt the plan after 10 years of hard work, a 
smug-faced spy would almost always decrypt 
it without any prior knowledge in program-
ming.

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE: GHOST PROTOCOL 
Pardon me, but I seem to have missed the 
course where they teach how to press random 
buttons to break into Russia’s most sophis-
ticated prison to get Tom Cruise out in style. 
Although, if you press “Enter” very hard in the 
end, it doesn’t matter whatever gibberish you 
type beforehand. The guy pressed “Enter”, he 
must be doing something right.

In every movie, the IMF ends up getting 
disavowed. The employers make it very 
clear that if someone is compromised, they 
wouldn’t take any responsibility. The private 
sector lacks job security, but spending your 
life in a gulag for getting a code wrong isn’t a 
price worth paying. All of this for some mere 
25,000 bucks a month and yet they won’t take 
anyone below CGPA 3.8! Classic corporate 
extortion.

In every movie, they end up saving the 
world at the very last second. In the real 
world, though, as pressing random buttons 
isn’t an option, a more flexible deadline 
would be helpful. A reasonable villain should 
understand the struggles of hacking and con-
sider pressing the doomsday button once I’m 
done asking my topper friend how to break 
into the firewall of the world’s most high-tech 
nuclear plant.

Remind Ifti to be quieter at hasiburrashidifti@
gmail.com
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Formula One. The most prestigious motorsport in the world. Going 160 kilome-
tres faster than planes taking off, it’s the world’s top car manufacturers (and Red 
Bull) fighting on the most glamorous circuits to see who built the best race car in 
the world. 

Formula One is the highest class of international car racing where 10 teams, 
with two drivers each, race around the world to claim the championship. The 
drivers face off in potentially life-threatening conditions, sporting open-wheel sin-
gle-seater cars, inches away from each other. And being an F1 driver comes with its 
own set of risks as it’s deemed one of the most dangerous and physically intensive 
jobs out there.

Although F1 is not as popular in Bangladesh as other sports, the Bangladeshi 
populace’s interest in racing series has seen significant growth in recent years. As 
a kid, I’d always seen one driver dominating almost every track of F1. Winning 
races and championships in style, and setting world records, Lewis Hamilton 
single-handedly made F1 predictable. 

However, with so much that happened last season and after binge-watching F1: 
Drive to Survive, I got a sneak peek into the sport’s true magic and all that goes on 
behind the scenes. 

Like many other sports, F1 has a jaw-breaking intensity and excitement to it. 
Your favourite driver overtaking another feels like a boundary in cricket; getting a 
podium makes you feel triumphed — almost as if your team won the El Clasico. 
But, the adrenaline rush you feel seeing cars zoom past, taking risky turns, making 
sub-2 second pit stops while they chase time itself is something exclusive to the 
sport. 

There’s more to the blood, sweat, and tears drivers put behind to compete on 
such a level. Their hardship, redemption arcs, and dreams to race for their favour-
ite teams are enthralling. The fierce rivalries, teammate turning on teammate, and 
new tales of Davids and Goliaths being constantly made on the track — the sport 
comes with its own set of climaxes as each season unfolds. 

Under all that rivalry, though, drivers share compassion and respect. Once in 
a while, they leave their differences aside and celebrate their mutual love for the 
sport and, of course, speed.

All of that paired with unpredictable factors costing teams entire races and mil-
lions of dollars, will make you bite your nails on race weekends. As teams start to 
put their faith in new and young drivers, this is the beginning of a whole new era. 
Your respect for the sport and its drivers only increases with time as you learn its 
rich history and imagine the unthinkable achieved by legends like Fangio, Senna 
or Lauda while they gave their lives on every press to the throttle. 

Formula One is the pinnacle of motorsport. It has inspired generations of rival-
ries, and brought generations of people together. It has given us heroes, and also 
taken them away, and there really is nothing like it. 

Eahsan is unsure if his experiences generated his personality or is it the other way around. 
Send him help at eahsanabedin@gmail.com
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