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ACHILLES’ HILLS
Rampant hill cutting puts 200 families in Moulvibazar under risk of landslide

MINTU DESHWARA

Even though everything came to a halt 
during the pandemic, hill cutting didn’t. 

In the name of development 
work, syndicates in different areas of 
Moulvibazar continued this illegal 
activity unabated throughout the 
lockdowns.

Take Islamnagar of Bhatera Union 
in Kulaura upazila, where markets and 
houses are being built by razing hills. 
As a result, more than 200 families of 
the area are forced to live amid risk of 
landslide. 

Talking to this newspaper, locals 
alleged that despite complaints, 
the local administration remained 
indifferent.

Visiting different areas in Islamnagar 
recently, this correspondent found 
workers employed by the syndicate busy 
cutting hills and loading earth onto 
trucks. 

They said that for the last few weeks, 
an organised group, consisting of 
Bhatera union residents Rahim Uddin, 
Bablu Mia, Azadur Rahman, driver Nur 
Uddin and more, have been cutting 
various hills in the area. 

According to locals, Bablu and Azad 
were cutting soil from a hill owned by a 
UP chairperson in Islamnagar. 

For a month now, the circle has also 
been cutting soil from the 40-foot hill, 
owned by one Eden Mia, a resident of 
Krishnapur village at Mymensingh. 

There are 10 families living within 
200 metres from the foot of the hill. 
They fear that the hill may collapse 
anyime and fall on their houses due to 
the ceaseless cutting of soil.

Contacted, Bablu Mia admitted to 
cutting the hill, saying, they aren’t 
cutting the UP chair’s hill in Islamnagar, 
but did admit to cutting the one owned 
by Eden Mia. 

Asked, Eden Mia said, “The six-acre 

hill in Islamnagar is owned by me and 
my three brothers. We’ve planted various 
trees there. Azir Uddin, an influential 
local in Islamnagar, is behind the hill 
cutting as he sells our soil.” 

Even after multiple protests, we 
couldn’t stop it. We’ve never sold hill 
land to anyone.”

However, Azir Uddin denied this and 
said, “I have nothing to do with the hill 
cutting.”

All of this is worrying 
environmentalists and concerned 
citizens, who are urging authorities to 
intervene.

Abdul Karim Kim, executive member 
of Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon, said 
local influentials are ignoring existing 
environmental laws and defying the ban 
on hill cutting by the Department of 
Environment (DoE)

“Working in the shadows with 
government officials, they [the 
influentials] are involved in illegal hill 

cutting,” he alleged.
Saheda Akther, coordinator of 

Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers 
Association, Sylhet unit, said, “As 
per the Environment Conservation 
(Amendment) Act 2010, hill cutting is a 
recognised offence and no government, 
semi-government or autonomous 
organisation is allowed to cut or raze 
hills, without prior permission from the 
authorities concerned.”

Dr Narayan Saha, former head of 
forestry and environmental science 
department at Shahjalal University 
of Science and Technology, said 
unsustainable use of land and rampant 
hill-cutting are two major reasons 
behind the landslide vulnerability in 
hilly areas.

Contacted, Badrul Huda, assistant 
director of DoE in Moulvibazar, said “We 
have zero tolerance towards hill cutting. 
We will look into the issue and take 
necessary action.”

In Kulaura’s Islamnagar, under Bhatera Union, hills are being razed to facilitate markets and residential buildings, flouting environmental laws and the ban by the 
Department of Environment. PHOTO: STAR

They went on 
a picnic,  never 
to return
2 SSC examinees perish in road 
crash; 6 die across country

STAR REPORT

By this year, they would’ve been done with their 
SSC exams and become proud college students. 
To celebrate their last few days at school, they 
went to a picnic with their fellows, promising 
their parents to return home quickly. 

But after their human haulier slipped into a 
roadside ditch, Ismail Hossain (16) and Saidul Mia 
(16) never returned home. The two SSC examinees 
were killed while 10 were injured from the 
accident that took place at Mamdamari area in 
Sreebordi upazila of Sherpur yesterday night.

The duo hailed from Kharia Kazir Char area.
Quoting locals, Sreebordi Police Station OC 

Md Abul Hashim said the picnic party of 15 
school students from different institutions in 
Sreebordi went for the picnic at Gazni in adjacent 
Jhenaigati upazila in the morning. 

Police seized the vehicle but its driver managed 
to flee. A case was lodged in this connection.

In another accident in Patuakhali, at least 
two people were killed and three others were 
seriously injured when a battery-run auto 
rickshaw collided head-on with a recklessly 
driven passenger bus at Ghutabacha area on the 
Patuakhali-Kuakata highway. The deceased auto-
rickshaw passengers are Selim Talukder (47) and 

Mohammad Bayezid (14). The accident took place 
around 8:00am yesterday. Witnesses believe the 
accident took place due to dense fog.

In Sirajganj, a joyous occasion turned to 
sorrow as at least two people were killed and 
three were injured, all members of the same 
family, after a speeding truck hit their auto-
rickshaw in the Hasil area in Sirajganj-Raiganj 
road in Raiganj upazila yesterday morning.

The deceased are Manik Haldar (50) and 
his nephew Dinesh Sarkar (45). The accident 
occurred as the duo were off to shop for Manik’s 
sister’s wedding programme.

The crumpled remains of the three-wheeler 
involved in the road accident at Patuakhali that 
killed two. PHOTO: COLLECTED

Roses gone, 
dreams dead

Virus attack leaves 
1,500 flower growers of 
Golapgram in despair

AKLAKUR RAHMAN AKASH, Savar

This was supposed to be their time of the year. 
There’s Pahela Falgun, then there’s Valentine’s Day, 
both occasions where people buy flowers to give to 
their loved ones.

But in such a crucial time, a wave of virus 
attacks has left rose farmers in Savar’s aptly named 
Golapgram in despair. Since mid-December, the 
majority of them has been 
unable to sell even a single 
rose from their gardens.

According to Savar 
upazila agriculture 
office, around 1,500 
people from the 
village are involved 
in commercial 
rose cultivation, on 
nearly 275 hectors 
of land. 

Rose farmer 
Abdul Oadud Mia (65), 
of Shampur area under 
Golapgram, said he has been unable to 
sell anything this year. He farms on 75 decimals of 
land, and has been in this profession for 20 years.

“Every year, I sell 2-3 lakhs of roses ahead of 
Valentine’s Day. I’ve spent around Tk 1 lakh  to take 
care of my rose field this year, but all of it’s been 
wasted due to the virus attack,” he said.

Talking to The Daily Star, another farmer, Umed 
Ali, said, they’ve informed the matter to local 
agriculture officials, but they failed to take care of 
the issue. “We don’t know if they’re even trying to 
solve the problem,” he added.
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